RAO BULLETIN
1 December2020

PDF Edition

THIS RETIREE ACTIVITIES OFFICE BULLETIN CONTAINS THE FOLLOWING ARTICLES

Pg Article Subject
! * DOD * |

03 == DOD Lawsuit--- (Navy Unlawful Disability Retirement Benefits Denigls

04 == DoD Lawsuit | Bad Paper Discharges [84] (Army to Reconsider Rulings on Vets With PTSD)

05 == SECDEF [21}--- (All Wars Must End)

07 == SECDEF [22}--- (New Senior Advisor Formerly Proposed USMC Elimination)
08 == National Security [03]--- (Climate Change Threat)

09 == DoD Budget 2022--- (Will It Be a ClimateFocused?)

11 == NPRC Military Records(6] ---- (Covid-19 Reduced Ogration$

11 == POW/MIA Recoveries & Burials-- (Reportedl 6 thru30 NOV 2020 [nong

L * VA * J

13 == Toxic Exposure Documentatio@]] ---- (Trove of US Doaments on Okinawa Releaged
15== VA Blue Water Claims§5] ---- (Court Orders VA to Redecide Thousands of Claims
17 == VA Accountability p6] ---- (FLRA Calls for Rehiring of Fired Workeys

19 == VA Vision Care p9] ---- (Orcam MyEye | Digital Technology HelpsiBdl Veteran

20== VA Vaccination Program(1] ---- (Planning Underway to Deliver a COVAI® Vaccin¢
21==VA COVID-19 Cases(9] ---- (Doubled in 20 Day)s

22 == VA Health Care(3] ---- (Ask Not Get Not | What Do You Need?

22 ==VA Fraud, Waste, & Abuse-- (Repoted16thru30NOV 2020)

23 == VA Secretary [91}--- ()

L * VETS * ]

26==Vet Tax Breaks---( Approved in 3 Statebés 2020 Elections)

1| Page



27 == Proposal to Incoming Admisiiration---- (A Simple Political Appointee Tasking)
28==Vet Jobs 269 ---- (Code Platoon Offergets Software Development Trainihg

29 == WWII Vets 238---- (David Baker | Silver Star PI Vet)

30== WWII Vets 239---- (George Pearcy | Bataan POW Killed in Trangb Japan)

31 == WWII Vets 240---- (Horace Carswell Jr. | China B24J Pilot)

32 ==| KarshiKhanabad [03}--- (Lawmakers Upset WA over Failure to Provide Caye
33 == Military Retirees & Veterans Events Schedule (As of 30 NOV 2020)

34 == Vet Hiring Fairs---- (Scheduled as &0 NOV OCT)

34 == Veteran State Benefits- (Virginia 2020)

L * VET LEGISLATION * ]

35== VA Medical Malpractice [02}--- (S4883 H.R.3813 | VA MedickCare and Liability Improvement Act)

37 == Vet Suicide [52}--- (5.4900 | Improving Servicemembeianstion to Reduce Vet Suicide)
38 == VA Website [06]---- (H.R. 1199/S.3587 | VA Website Accessibility Act)
38 == Military Domestic Violence(1] ---- (S.4922 | Nlitary Domestic Violence Prevention Act

L * MILITARY* ]

40== Navy Carrier Fleet [04}-- (No margin Left | Overworked after Decades of Overuse)

40 == Military Force Redution [03] ---- (Afganistan & Iraq)

41 == Military Cellphone Use--- (Are Phoneless Deployments the Future for Marines?)

42 == Navy Retention(2] ---- (Voluntary Separations to be Offered to Some

43 == Navy Terminology, Jargon & Slang- (6 Por k Swo rzié Balatckhr u 06 Puz

L * MILITARY HISTORY * ]

44 == Taps---- (How It Originated)

45 == USS Lehigh Grounding-- (Civil War Action)

46 == Nuremburg Trials [01]--- (German Admiral Karl Doenitz)

48 == WWII Italian Sub Performance-- (Why 100 Submarine Fleet Do So Little)
49 == Battle of Saipar--- (Rather than Surrender Japanese Ordered to Commit Suicide)
51 == WWI Battle of Cambrai--- (First Successful Use of the Tank)

52 == WWII Rationing---- (Americans Were Aszd to Conserve on Everything)
55==WWII Bomber Nose Art [64}--- (Bottoms Up)

55== Every Picture Tells A Story-- (Elephant Power)

56 == Military History Anniversaries--- (01 thru 15 DEC)

56 == Medal of Honor Awardees-- (Christian Schilt | Nicaragua)

L * HEALTH CARE * ]

58 == Trump Drug Price PlarDp] ---- (Pharmacy Industry Warnings Not to Proceed

59 == Coronavirus Vaccinelp] ---- (Federal Allocation Program

60== Coronavirus Vaccinfl9 ----(Most States Arené6t Realdy to
63 == Covid-19 Testing 08| ---- (Symptoms to Look For

64 == Covid-19 Victims 1] ---- (Those Most Often Hospitalizgd

65 == Covid-19 Precautions{] ---- (Symptoms Unique to Senigrs

L * FINANCES * ]

66 == Tricare Select(9] ---- (Have You Signed Up for Paymen}s?
67 == Traffic Tickets[02] ---- (Impact on Insurance Premiums
68 == SeniorgFinancial Abuse & Exploitation0P] ---- (Congress Approves Bill Protecting Senjors

Di stri

2| Page

but e



68 == Retirement---- (Howa BidenPr esi dency Mi ght | mpact Your sbd
71 == Holiday Scams(5] ---- (Phony Copycat Events

72 == Online Shopping Scan®d4] ---- (Among Top 3 Since 20}7

72 == Fake Gaming Console Scat (Fake Deals Trick Holiday Shopp&rs

73 == StateTax Burden folKansasRetired Vets--- (As of NOV 2020)

L * GENERAL INTEREST * ]

77 == Notes of Interest--- (16 thru 30 November2020)

78 == Military Congressional Committees- (ShakeUps Coming for Some after the Electjon
79==U.S. Russian Tension84 ---- (Military Activity Picking Up in the Quiet Waters between the Tjwo
81 == U.S. Russian Tension8€] ---- (Trump Cancels Open Skies Treaty

82 == Climate Change0{] ---- (The Climate Hustle

83 == Air Quality ---- (Ten Worst U.S. Statgs

85 == SubDrug Smuggling--- (Narco Sub Discovery Indicates Trend to Larger Vesse) Use
86== Chi nabds Su bOha-r(inareasing Nuclear Submar[ne ShipyZLapacity

87 == Tomb of the Unknownslp] ---- (Near Fatality during Veterans Day Cerempny
88==Turkey---Ben Frankliné)s Bird of Courage

90== Cars That Never MadeH-- (1956 Oldsmobile Golden Rocket & 1956 Pontiac Club De)Mer
90== News of The Weird--- (November 1630, 2020

91 == Have You Heard or Seer?- (Military Humor (12) | Nostalgia | Latest Satirical Cartgons

1. The page number on which an article can be found is provided to
2. Numbers contained withiorackets [ ] indicate the number of articles written on the subject. To obtain previous articles send a request to
raoemo@sbcglobal.nét 0 nademo77@gmail.com

3. Redients of the Bulletin are authorized and encouraged to forward the Bulletin to other vets or veteran organizations.

I * ATTACHMENTS * ]

Attachment Virginia Veteran State Befies
Attachment Military History Anniversarie®©1 thru 15 DEC (Updated)
Attachmenfi Overworked Navy Carrier Fleet

*DoD *

DOD Lawsuit

Navy Unlawful Disability Retirement BenefitsDenials

On 10 NOV,Dechert LLR in coordination with théNational Veterans Legal Services ProgrdiVLSP), filed a
class action complaint in the United States Court for the District of the District of Columbia, alf dfeformer
members of the Navy and Marine Corps who were subject to an unlawful Navy practice that resulted in the denial of
military disability retirement benefits to more than 16,000 Navy and Marine Corps veterans for more than 15 years.
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Military disability retirement benefits are critical to veterans who are injured during their military service, and who
depend on them for access to healthcare and other benefits for the service member and his or her family. The complaint,
brought under the Administiatv e Pr ocedur e Act, seeks declaratory and
military records to accurately reflect their full disability rating as required by law.

Ailn this filing we seek to addraffadsbenefitsdo Ny ang Marinef ai | ur
Corps veterans for serviceonnect ed disabilities that contributed to
Dechert associate and former hospital cor pscordimieds econd

commitment of NVLSP and Dechert, through the activities of its veteran affinity group, Dechert Heroes, to assisting
the veteran community by making sure that veterans receive the benefits they have earned through military service
andareentitt t o under the | aw. 0

iwhen they enter the military, every service member t
the United States of America. The government also pledges to provide them with certain rights and benefits if they
are injured or become sick due to their military service. Unfortunately, the Navy has disregarded the men and women
in the military by systematically and illegally denying the benefits to which thousands of servicemembers and their
families are rightfullye nt i t 1l ed, 6 said National Vet erans Legal Servi
AThe Navyds deni al of benefits is not simply a bureauc
lives of servicemembers and their families forrma vy e [Bousce: ANVLSP News Releasé\$hley Baldev|
November 10, 2020 ++
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DoD Lawsuit | Bad Paper Discharges
Update 04: Army to ReconsiderRulings on Veswith PTSD

As part of a lawsuit settlement reacHeiNOV, the U.S. Amy would be required to review and potentially upgrade
thousands of othehanhonorable discharges dagifback to April 2011The agreement is pending approval by the
U.S. District Court for the District of Connecticut. It orders the Army Discharge Reiard to reconsider thousands
of cases in which the board denied upgrades, despite evidence that veterans were strugglingtraitimaist stress
disorder, traumatic brain injury or military sexual trauma when they separated from the military.

Andrew DeGugli el mo, an attorney in the esasaen,disnai d etlh e
to veterans who were denied upgrades and those who iy & upgrades in the futuréi Thi s | awsui t I
challenged decaddsng, systemicdefcenci es i n the Army Dischar i8dNORevi ew B
Al &dm confident this settlement wil!/ make the discharg
veterans who endure the invisible wounds of service. o

The Defense Depr t ment i nstituted a policy in 2017 to give #fl
their othethanh onor abl e di scharges, or A b ardlated medieal disorder aoulds i t uat

have led to their misconduct. Plaintiffsthe lawsuit argued that the Army Discharge Review Board ignored the policy

and denied upgrades when they were warrarited wrongful discharges go back even further, according to the
Government Accountability Office. The GAO has reported that the emta di dn o6t consistently
policies going back to 2011 that required discharge review boards to take meltaidseies into consideratidn.B a d
papero discharges disqualify veterans frilbanprefezentali vi ng c
hiring and tax breaks.

The lawsuit was filed in 2017 by Steve Kennedy and Alicia Carson, Iraq and Afghanistan veterans who were
denied discharge upgrades despite diagnoses of mental health conditions. They were representalebaine
SchoolVeterans Legal Services Clini€he court granted clasgtion status to the case in 2018 and denied a motion
from Secretary of the Army Ryan McCarthy to dismiss it. The parties reached an agreémé and will next go
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before the courfor its approvalThe Veterans Legal Services Clinic is arguing a similar &datisn case against the
Navy for decisions made by the Navy Discharge Review Board. DeGuglielmo said he hoped the settlement with the
Army would Aprovide MNagymwsuinomentumo for the

In addition to reviewing cases going back to 2011, the settlement requires the Army to send individual notices to
veterans who were denied discharge upgrades from Oct. 7, 2001, to April 16, 2011. These veterans will be given
information about what to include in their applications for upgrades and how the process @aris.Monk,
executive director of the National Veterans Council for Legal Redress, said veterans are often unsure about how to
apply for upgrades. The notices will heilipwwhat Monkdesar b e d as a f g aAs paitofthe agreeomenmat i on.
veterans will also be allowed to participate in their review board hearings over the phone. Currently, veterans are
required to appear in person in Washingtothéy want to argel their caseKennedy had his discharge upgraded to
honorable in 2018 and traveled to Washington to appear before the review board. Appearing in person helped his case,

but it dthingrevertyonscamue, hesaidl t 6s an equityiiyssuare Kenhedypreal
be successful if you appear. A |l ot of people donét hav:i
extreme disadvantage because of it. So, this is a key |

The Army also agreet institute more training for members and staff of the Army Discharge Review Board. The
parties also agreed that, moving forward, veterans should be given more detailed inforbmattdroev to apply for
upgradesSen. Richard BlumenthéD-CT) plans to mtroduce legislation in the next congressional session that would
codifythe changes into law, hesaidl t hi nk there really is a need after tt
reforms that are achieved dpbyseepliligatBr ppooessnandtiaete stowddibdno Al t 6
need for veterans to go to court. | am planning to suggest to the new Congress a measure that will codify these
r e f o fSousce: Btars & Stripe$ Nikki Wentling |Novemberl8, 2020 ++]
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SECDEF
Update 21: All Wars Must End

President Donald Trump's new defense secretary signaled to the militat IN@V message that he may be there

to carry out one of the president's early campaign promises, an overseas drawftveasdf Irag and Afghanistan

"This is the critical phase in which we transition our efforts from a leadership to supporting role," acting Defense
Secretary Chris Miller said in a memo obtained by McClatchy. "We are not a people of perpet@alitwarthe
antithesis of everything for which we stand and for which our ancestors fought. All wars must end."

In the memo to the Defense Department workforce, Miller described at length the respect he has for the institution
and the sacrifices made by thousandmefi and women who have deployed to the Middle East since the Sept. 11,
2001, attacks. He said, "ending wars requires compromise and partnership. We met the challenge; we gave it our all.
Now, it's time to come home."

It was the first indication of tat direction the Pentagon may take in Trump's final weeks in office, the uncertainty
of which has raised concerns among career defense officials and the incoming Biden administration about what the
changes mea®d whether he is rewarding loyalists or trgito force through policies the department hasted over
the last four yearslop Biden transition officials said that postelection upheaval at the Defense Department, Trump's
firing of Esper and the resignations of top defense policy and intelligdmeks that followed, amount to a finalgh
to politicize the militaryThe firings and resignations come amid Trunbp'thenrefusal to acknowledge his electoral
defeat and authorize the federal government to begin preparing for a transition of pBvessidenelect Joe Biden.
The defense officials and Biden's team said that gap could increase security risks for the country.

"In the 311 Commission report, one of the things they talked about was the impact of the delay of the transition
period o our national security," Jen Psaki, a spokeswoman for the Biden transition team, told reporters 1h a call
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N OV "G¥ course it's of concern to see the upheaval. It should be of concern to anybody because there shouldn't be
a politicization of the militey," said Psaki, who previously sex in the Obama administratiorhe firing and quick
replacement of Esper had worried longtime defense civilian staffers, who wondered if there are major policy changes
0 such as a rapid withdrawal from Afghanistan owremunterterrorism action in the Middle East or the Sahel, or

even a potential use of military forces on U.S. soil to contest the election Besmittshe horizon before the president
departs.

"l don't know what the end game is," said one currefdrde official who worked with policy staff members at
the Office of the Secretary of Defense during Trump's time in office. "For me that's probably the most difficult thing
to try and figure out. The instability and uncertainty complg#tings."Anothe current defense official sgitiThey
aren't etting us talk about transitidnOne former defense official who has stayed close to the Pentagon's current
uniformed senior leadershaid,"It's helpful to decapitate the senior civilian leadership aP#magon in preparation
of some aggressive use of the military to bolster the president's claims that he has won thisEtattisprobably
the most worrisome, most extreme reason ttoayd be making these decisioriBhen the other extreni@ which is
also possible, in fact some people think it's the most likely, which is that fhgt about score settlin@nce you got
rid of Esper the decks were cleared to get rid of these other people that didn't pass the loyalty test, and replace them
with pe@le that could use the experience over the next 70 days to pad their resume."

In the last four years, the Pentagon has pushed back on decisions that senior military leaders hoped they could
counsel the president to amend, such as the creation $ptte Force, withdrawal from Afghanistan and Syria and
the use of military force tquell protestsEach pushback has come at a cost.

1 Now-retired Air Force Gen. David Goldfein's public resistance to creating a Space Force, over cost and
bureaucracy conces, is widely believed to be one of the reasons Trump did not select him to be Chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

1 Former Defense Secretary James Mattis irked Trump by convincing him not to withdraw troops from
Afghanistan in 2017, and ultimately resegl over Trump's announcement that U.S. forces in Syria would
depart in late 2018.

1 Esper fell out of favor with Trump when he pushed back on the use of active duty forces to counter nationwide
protests following the death of George Floyd in Minneapollepaustody.

"I don't see what the legal order would be for the military to get involved in something that had to do with the
elections," said retired Marine Corps Maj. Gen. Arnold Punaro, who has assisted new administrations with Senate
confirmations since the late 1990&/ithdrawal of U.S. military forces from Afghanistan or Germany, where the U.S.
military has thousands of troops based, is much more likely to be the reason for the recent changes, Punaro said.
"There are certain things the presitiean do without the Congress. One is to deploy troops, two he can bring troops
home," Punaro said. "Troop levels in various locations is the most logical thing he could change with most recent
changes in personnel."

Punaro, like the former defensticial, also said it was more likely some of these-lagtute replacements were
about rewarding staff thaave remained in Trump's favdit really depends on the billet or the person,” Punaro said.
"Allowing people a chance to have a significant positfor example they are bringing in some people in the chief
management officer's office, a newpdéy chief management officefhere's some other people comingTihese
aren't related to bring(ing) the troops home from Afghanistan or (to) settlesstbese are really positions that have
been vacant where they are giving people opporturigissrve perhaps only 70 dayéfter Esper was replaced by
Miller, the following changes were also made at the Defense Department:

1 James Anderson, acting undescretary of defense for policy, was replaced by Anthony Tata, who Trump
previously sought for the position. Tata, at that time, was unable to get Senate confirmation due to
inflammatory remarks he has made about Muslims and former President Barack Oatvaill serve as
"performing the duties of" the under secretary role, which will result in some limits to his authorities.
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1 Retired Navy Vice Adm. Joseph Kernan, under secretary of defense for intelligence and security, was
replaced by Ezra CohéWatnid, an early administration hire by former national security adviser retired Air
Force Gen. Michael Flynn, before Flynn was replaced by retired Army Gen. H.R. McMaster.

1 Esper's chief of staff, Jen Stewart, was replaced with Kash Patel, who previouslyl fariRep. Devin
Nunes, R Calif., on the Senate Intelligence Committee and assisted the Republican efforts on the committee
to question the credibility of FBI agents investigating Russian election interference.

[Source: McClatchy Washington Bureau | Ba€opp& Michael Wilner | November 13, 2026]
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SECDEF
Update 22: New Senior Advisor Formerly Proposad USMC Elimination

Retired Army Col. Douglas Macgregor (left) appointed senior advisor to New SECDEF Miller (Right)

RetiredArmy Col. Douglas Macgregor, newhppointed as a senior adviser at the Pentagon, has a track record of
making controversial statements. But his most provocative of all might be a proposaiMaydeith the U.S. Marine
Corps.In a 2012 opinion piece farime Magazine, Macgregor, a decorated veteran of the Gulf War, argued that the
Corps was living on its past glories and was unsuited for combat on today's battlefield, with the pxcsjilen for
pushover enemiesie went further, too, suggesting thereanym "USMC" should really stand for "Undetilized
Superfluous Military Capability."

"Most of today's Marine force consists of airmobile light infantry," Macgregor wrote. "This Marine force is
designed for use in the developing world against iablgpopponents from Hato Fiji, but not much else Me took
exception to previous remarks from tHetlarine Corps Commandant Gen. James Amos on the future of the Corps as
"America's shock force" of agile and adaptable units vital to the natideissgagainst evolving threatdlacgregor
summed up Amos' assessment this way: "Rah, rah, the Marine Corps is awesome, and all we have to do is make sure
they have the equipment & training & facilities they need so they can abeawesome Marines, rah, ratiVrong,"
said Macgregor. "The Marines as currently organized and equipped are about as relevant as the Army's horse cavalry
in the 1930s."

Macgregor, who has a reputation as an iconoclastic thinker on military strategy and tactics, was brought on as
senior adviser at the Pentagon by new Acting Defense Secretary Christopher Miller, who was named to the post by
President Donald Trump after he fired Defense Secrdfank Esper via a Twitter posthe Pentagon announced
Wednesday that Macgregor "wile serving as a Senior Advisor to the Acting Secretary of Defense. Mr. MacGregor's
decades of military experience will be used to assist in the continued implementation of the presitientis
security priorities."Macgregor, a frequent guest on Foxwsée has argued for the imposition of martial law at the
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U.S-Mexico border with orders for troops to "shoot people" if necessary to stop illegagration.He has also
criticized European countries for being too welcoming to "Muslim invaders."

There is a historical precedent for arguing to disband the Marine Corps. Presidents Harry Truman and Dwight
Eisenhower both attempted to do away with the amphibious service. But these arguments have always been brushed
aside by furious pushback from the Masrand their allies in Congre&§she enduring future of the Marine Corps was
seen from a Navy ship offshore of lwo Jima by t#Navy Secretary Jamé®rrestal in February 194%/hen he saw
the flag go up atop Mount Suribachi, Forrestal said that "meansiaeM@orps for the next 500 years."

Retired Marine Lt. Col. Dakota Wood, senior fellow at the conservative Heritage Foundation think tank, said
Macgregor's hew Pentagon assignment is likepissue for the Marine Corp8l. do not think it will cause ap
notable problems," Wood saith the short time before the inauguration of the next president, "there isn't any
opportunity to make significant changes to the [National Defense Authorization Act] or any key documents that would
materially affect e Corps," Wood saidPlus," he said, "the Corps is wallipported in Congress and any big changes
in role, funding or programs would be driven from thergSburce: Military.com | Richard Sisk& Gina Harking|
November 122020++]
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National Security
Update 03: Climate Change Threat

The impact of climate change may be most visible in the Arctic, but the former commanding general of Marine Corps
Recruit Depot Parris Island argued 11 NOV that it and other coastal bases facehiests from the warming planet.

"l used to command a base that was dramatically impacted, Parris Island, and is now getting flooded routinely just in
normal rainfall and sea level rise," retired Marine Corps Brig. Gen. Stephen Cheney said duringsdodism what

the U.S. should do to prevent climate change from becoming a national security threat. The event was sponsored by
Elected Officials to Protect America, a nonprofit focused on environment and sustainability, among other policy areas.

"They are going to have to put a sea wall around parts of Parris Island, otherwise it's going to go under water,"
Cheney said. Parris Island sits on South Carolina's coast, just north of Hilton Head, leaving it susceptible to hurricanes.
The Marine Corps isurrently studying whether to close the recruit depot and build a new training facility, but that's to
meet a congressional mandate to make its training bases getedgated, not an effort to address the effects of climate
change. Cheney, who served ¥ars in the Marine Corps, is how president of the American Security Project, a
nonprofit, nonpartisan research institute that studies the effects of climate change.

Naval Station Norfolk, Virginia, is a poster child for those effects, he said. Jigne at Norfolk are going under
water; the problem with that is the electricity is run underneath those piers," Cheney said. "As the water level rises,
they don't get electricity. You cannot put ships next to those piers." The Norfolk facility alsdffacdmg, literally
a dozemplus times a year, flooding to the extent that nobody can get on the base so the sailors can't get to the ships,"
he added. "I mean you talk about a national security conciiis dramatic.” Cheney was one of a handful ditary
veterans who attended the discussion to argue for a more decisive national climate plan as-€lextidertBiden
prepares to take office.

In 2017, President Donald Trump withdrew the U.S. from the Paris Agreement on climate, a moveetidizB
pledged to reverse when he takes office in January, according to theHRid@éntransition team website. Both Biden
and Vice Presiderglect Kamala Harris mentioned climate in their victory speeches 8 NOV, highlighting their intent
to focus on Emate change as a key policy area. Oregon State Rep. Paul-Egarnir Force veteran and -@hairman
of EOPA-- said that the national security issues posed by climate change are "so significant and so big and so impactful”
that it's difficult for stags to begin to address the problem on their own. "We are looking forward to the next four years,
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hopefully, for a more integrated approach to ensure that we, for example, become a part of the Paris accord again," he
said.

This year, the U.S. has sedavastating wildfires from California to Oregon, fueled by higher temperatures and
drier seasons, Cheney said. "The more these fires burn, the more carbon dioxide is released, which contributes to the
warming of the planet,” he explained. "And the moimate changes, the more fires we have, the more sea ice that
melts ... the more our national security is going to be threatened." Last year, the Union of Concerned Scientists, a
Massachusettsased science advocacy nonprofit, released a study warningsthgtcarbon emissions would likely
lead to months where temperatures will reach 100 degrees or higher at Marine Corps Air Station Yuma in Arizona, as
well as at Florida's MacDill Air Force Base and Homestead Air Reserve Base.

The Arctic is warmingwice as fast as the rest of the planet, Cheney said. He believes the U.S. should build a
stronger presence in that region to increase the Pentagon's options for projecting forces in a conflict. "There is certainly
renewed great power competition in thectg," he said. "Russia and China continue to dramatically increase their
Arctic operations." Cheney called for the U.S. to ratify the United Nations Convention on Law of the Sea, which would
give America greater credibility in disputes over freedom ofgation in the Arctic, he said.

"We've got to invest in the development of a degper port in Alaska," he said. "We need it to support greater sea
base power projection.” But overall, the U.S. has to "reduce its carbon footprint and other geegalsoaimissions
and find alternative energy sources," Cheney said. "The more carbon we emit, the hotter the planet gets, which makes
melting more rapid. We cannot afford to ignore the risks of a changing climate, and it's right here at our front door.
[Source: Military.com | Matthew Cox| November 12, 2020 ++]
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DoD Budget 2022

Will It Be a Climate-Focused?

Water covered onethird of Offutt Air Force Base, Nebraska, after the Missouri River flooded in March 2019.

PresidentlectJoe Biden has said that he has no plans for major defense budget cuts. At the same time, House Armed
Services Committee Chairman Adam SmiithrWA) hasindicatedthat he expects progressive members would be
prepared to fight for reductions. As a way to thread this needle, sbseeverdiave speculated that rather than cuts,

there may be a greater emphasis on COVID or climate change impacts within the defense budget.
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What would a greater emphasis on climate change in the budget look like?s c omp | i c alimatel. Ther
changeo |line item in the budget, and thereds a | ot one
without moving money around. A climafecused DoD budget is at least as much about how you spend the money
you were already ptaing to spend as it is about spending new moBeg. possible blueprint emerged last year. The
Climate Security Plan for Ameriqaovides dozens of recommendationshow to address climate security challenges
in the years ahead. It is the work of the Climate and Security Advisory Group, whose dozens of security experts include
a former Chief of Staff of the Army, a former Chief of Staff of the Air Force,sixdthe retired fourstars.

One item that stands out is the recommendation to create a Climate Security Infrastructure Initiative to bolster the
climate resilience of critical civilian and military infrastructur€he need should come as no surprise ts¢hwho
watched hurricanes devastdigndall Air Force BasandCamp Lejeungor who saw floods submerge a thirdaffutt
Air Force Basewhich hosts U.S. Strategic Command. These disasters imposed recovery costs in the billions of dollars.
The Defense Departmerasilong recognized séewvel rise trends in Norfolk and other coastal installations. It wrestles
with the threat of wildfires to bases in California; in Augusgviacuated Travis Air Force Baas flames drew near.

Bases in Alaskare threatened by permafrost thaw.

Initial investments might be focused at the installationsfitmey, Navy and Air Forceidentified last year as the

ones most vulnerable to climate i mpacts. Of onsweee, mor e
in Florida. These funds might require higher military construction budgets, which skasked by 59 perceint this
yeards budget request, but itds easy to argue that the

when the National Defense Strategy argues that the homeland is no longer a sanctuary.

The Climate Security Plan for Amed also identified the importance of energy resilience programs and natural
resilience to protect DoD training and testing ranges, so it would be reasonable to foresee increases in programs such
as the Energy Resilience and Conservation Investment Pragmdnthe Readiness and Environmental Protection
Integration Program. It highlighted the need to develop resilience plans at every DoD&esguirement recently
enacted by Congre$shut planning dollars are in the noise of the DoD bud§étudget thafocused more on climate
change might increase funding for research on the effects on DoD, suclid@solerythat rising seas will in coming
decades force humans to leave Kwajalein Atoll in the Marshall Islands, host to a sophisticated and very expensive
military radar installation.

Many people thinlof a climatef ocused budget as one that wild.l be full
emissions. However, many such effdrsuch as energy efficiency investments or renewable energy installatians
pay for themselves or yield resilience béts more significant than their prospective emissions reductions. In other
words, there are other reasons to fix a hole in the roof than reducing emissions or increasing energy efficiency. In
addition, there have been proposals to use the buying povlee &ederal government to increase purchase electric
vehicles, but this is again more of a choice on what types of vehicles to purchase within existing budgets.

That leads us back to the point that incorporating climate will be less about whsppeymai and more about how
you spend the money you already have. Itoll be about
planning for more frequent flooding or other climate impacts at our bases. It will be about shifting requirements fo
aircraft to be able to achieve the same | ift in the ext
decades, or shifting requirements for ships to be able to operate in icy Arctidskeas.i mat el y , itds abot
thatcima e change is influencing traditional security prio
and more(Note:John Congerthe author of this articlés the Director of the Center for Climate and Security and the

former Principal Deputy bider Secretary of Defense (Comptroller).

[Source: Defense OnéJohn Conger (Opiniorf)November 1, 2020++]
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https://climateandsecurity.org/climatesecurityplanforamerica/
https://www.stripes.com/news/us/tyndall-afb-leveled-by-hurricane-michael-as-most-other-installations-avoid-major-damage-1.551072
https://www.marinecorpstimes.com/news/your-marine-corps/2018/12/12/36-billion-price-tag-to-rebuild-lejeune-buildings-damaged-by-hurricane-florence/
https://omaha.com/local/flood-recovery-at-offutt-could-cost-1-billion-and-take-five-years/article_8f4fff1a-ff4e-5265-bf73-3d6df6be94e8.html
https://omaha.com/local/flood-recovery-at-offutt-could-cost-1-billion-and-take-five-years/article_8f4fff1a-ff4e-5265-bf73-3d6df6be94e8.html
https://www.airforcetimes.com/news/your-air-force/2020/08/20/travis-air-force-base-orders-evacuations-following-lnu-lightening-complex-fire/
https://www.adn.com/alaska-news/military/2020/08/01/as-the-world-warms-costs-rise-for-alaska-military-bases/
https://climateandsecurity.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/army-input-10-installations-most-impacted-by-climate-change.pdf
https://climateandsecurity.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/navy-and-marine-corps-input-10-installations-most-impacted-by-climate-change.pdf
https://climateandsecurity.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/air-force-input-10-installations-most-impacted-by-climate-change-1.pdf
https://comptroller.defense.gov/Portals/45/Documents/defbudget/fy2021/fy2021_Budget_Request_Overview_Book.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2018/04/25/climate-change-could-make-thousands-of-tropical-islands-uninhabitable-in-coming-decades-new-study-says/

NPRC Military Records
Update 06: Covid19 Reduced Operations
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The National Per sonnel omel Reords facility & opgeratngasd lesMthdn L0%eof nprmd? e r s
capacity because of worsening COVID conditions in the St. Louis aréa status that limits records requests to
emergency needs esitelstaff will Edntuefitawork to madmynddate wvetarans or family members
who need records in relation to:

1 Burial honors

1 Life-threatening medical emergencies

1 Homeless veterans seeking entry to shelters

T Any Afcompar ablpere meh g e T @ inkitEsy \dvev.archive s gov/veterans/military

servicerecordsO.

The center entered this emergen@edy status 23 MAR, but began a gradual reopening on 24 JUN as CT/ID
cases slowed. This reopening procgds| owed a 20% operational esiteepxasuresy f or
to staffo |l ed to -enlylewlgongdlGM. on t o emergency

Individuals with emergencies can submii@andard=orm180via fax to (314) 8040764. Even emergency requests
face delays under this process. Families seeking records to confirm burial eligibility in a VA national cemetery can
visit https://www.va.gov/burialsmemorials/eligibility for detailed information. Casketed interments will be
prioritized over cremated interments. The majority of burial requests can be approved without access to National
Per®nnel Records Center materials. MOAA Premium and Life members can dowfdagduideto Military Burials

Visit https://www.moaa.org/content/publicationsand-media/newsarticles/2020newsarticles/dd-214-and
beyondhow-to-track-down-your-military-records for more background on the records center, including contact
information. [Source: MOAA News Atrticle | Kevin Lilley | November 23, 2020 ++]
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POW/MIA Recoveries & Burials
Reported 16 thru 30 NOV 2020 |[None

fKeeping the Promisehf, AFul fild]l their Trustod and fANo
efforts of the Department of Defense to recover those who became missing while serving our nation.  The number
of Americans whoemain missing from conflicts in this century as of FEB 2019 are: World War 1l 73,025 of which

over 41,000 are presumed to be lost at sea, Korean War 7665, Vietham War 1589 (i-124&/N_aos288,
Cambodia48, & Peoples Republic of China territorial wes7), Cold War 111, Irag and other conflicts 5. Over 600
Defense Department men and womehoth military and civilian- work in organizations around the world as part
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https://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records-0
https://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records-0
https://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/standard-form-180.html
https://www.va.gov/burials-memorials/eligibility
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/moaa-publications/your-guide-to-military-burials-detail/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2020-news-articles/dd-214-and-beyond-how-to-track-down-your-military-records
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2020-news-articles/dd-214-and-beyond-how-to-track-down-your-military-records

of DoD's personnel recovery and personnel accounting communities. They adicatatbto the single mission of
finding and bringing our missing personnel home.

For a listing of all missing or unaccounted for personnel to date refdétptéwww. dpaa. miand c¢cl i ck on & (
Mi s s i n @réahttps://wirve dpaa.mil/NewsStories/RecenANews Stories/Year/201%or a listing and details of
those accounted for in 2019. If you wish to provide information about amiéanemissing in action from any conflict
or have an inquiry about MIAs, contact:
== Mail: Public Affairs Office, 2300 Defense Pentagon, Washington, D. C. 2B30Q, Attn: External Affairs
Call: Phone: (703) 699420
== Message: Fill out form onttp://www.dpaa. mil/Contact/ContactUs.aspx
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Family members seeking more information about missing loved ones may also call the following Service Casualty
Offices: U. S. Air Force (800) 533501, U. S. Army (800) 892490, U. S.Marine Corps (800) 841597, U. S.
Navy (800) 4430298, or U. S. Department of State (202)-6470. The names, photos, and details of the below
l'isted MI A/ POW6s which have been recovered, fihdlasht i fi ed,
RAO Bulletin are listed on the following sites:
https://www.vfw.org/actioncorpsweekly
http://www.dpaa.mil/NewsStories/NewsReleases
http://www.thepatriotspage.com/Recovered.htm
http://www.powmiafamilies.org
https://www.pownetwork.org/bios/b/b012.htm
http://www.vvmf.org/Wallof-Faces

=A =4 =4 4 -4 -4

-- The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency announced no new identifications or burial updates for service
members o have been missing and unaccousited

[Source:http://www.dpaa.mi| November2020 ++]
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Toxic Exposure Documentation
Update 01 Trove of US Documents on Okinawa Released

A Welsh journalist in Japan baeleased a trove of U.S. government documents regarding pollutants at U.S. bases in

the Pacific in hopes they will aid veterans seeking compensation from the Department of Veterans Affairs for a variety

of servicerelated ailmentsJon Mitchell, 46, anrivestigative journalist and contracted correspondent for the Japan

Times and Okinawa Times who lives in Yokohama, released over a dozen documents that he uncovered while writing
APoi soning the Pacific: The U. S. Rial i \Werap'osrsSanrde tAgleun
which was published by Rowman & Littlefield in October.

oz Buen

AN

FPOISONING,
/ THE PACIFIC

The document release on Rowman & Littlefieldbs websit
of reporting by Mitchell. The documents cover siterage and leakage of chemical weapons, lead in the drinking water
at schools on Kadena Air Base and fAforeverneCompsAin cal so
Station FutenmaMi t chel | 6 s previ ous wor k heeking WAecempensatoe, dombetiingA me r i«
he said he hopes will continuettvithe current crop of records. | really think active servi
and former service members, they need to be able to access this information so they can providerteigaty proof
to their health care providers and also to [Veterans A
occurred in Japan and mainl yleOQ@TL OkBeaaavas ® tMhe chhads és sal i

Okinawat he contamination is concentrated on Okinawa as we

During college, Mitchell studied U.S. history and the use gém®t Orange in the Vietham Watle first visited
Okinawa in October 2010 on assignment for the Japan Times. He said locals inthkeennangle region expressed
concerns while recalling U.S. service members spraying defoliants in andl dheimbases in the community.T h e y
told me the military had sprayed Agent Orange, 0 Mitch
contamination of their land and the local base worke had b een d wientigpsegnieivienes, Mytaballn g . 0
spent years requesting documents through the Freedom of Information Act and tracking down American veterans who

back i sl andimsriieTshied ehmerdi ccalnas wer e worried about the he
Americans were sick with illnesses they believed had b
The U. S. gover nment mai nt ai ofsAgemt Deange use, sstordge, destimgr @ di bl e

transportation in Okinawa, and thus no evidence to support claims of exposure to Agent Orange during military service
in Okinawa, 0 the Department of Veterans Aiudusyidened t ol d ¢
wholesale exposure claims by uetes lacking documentary proéfV A currently has no eviden

or any other tactical herbicide was used on Okinawa tha
Chrisina Noel said in a statement emailgl OCTt o St ars and Stripes. Al f credi b
ot herwise, VA wildl reconsider its current policy. o
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Despite the governmentdés position, 1 0 8jacenato KadehasAirwer e f
Base, Stars and Stripes previously reported. The barrels contained traces etaasicgr dioxin and toxic ingredients
of Agent Orange and other common pesticides and herbicides, Japan's Defense Ministry said at the time.&rlye discov
coincided with Mitchelldés reporting that earned him t
achievement award for press freedom.

In one U.S. Forces Japan talking paper from 1993 that Mitchell shared with Stars and Stripgsatkrago, the
U.S. government described how large amounts of hazardous chemicals and waste coming back from Vietnam were
stacked in barrels at U.S. bases on the island. They included insect, rodent and plant killers; @lcs¢siegiieasers;
and solvets. The barrels, which appear to number in the thousands, according to photographs from the time, were
exposed to the elements for long periods and leaked into the soil, which then seeped into the sea, killing fish offshore,
according ¢ the report Mitchélobtained.Toxic substances like arsenic, asbestos, lead and hexavalent chromium have
also been discovered on land near Camp Lester that has since reverted to Japanese ownership. In 2015 and 2016, habu
shakes captured adjacent to Camp Kinser testedymofiti toxic substances.

High levels of the hazardous organic compound perfluorooctane sulfonate, or PFOS, were detected in streams
running through Kadena Air Base and in adjacent groundwater wells. Military officials later admitted the use of a
firefighting foam, banned in Japan, that contains the compdurae have been several higtofile spills of the
firefighting foam in recent years, including about 60,000 gallat MCAS Futenma on April 1h October 2015, the
first U.S. veteran was award disability benefits related to Agent Orange exposure on Okinawa. A year later, a second
veteran received benefits. Since then, at least 13 others have been successful, Mitchell said.

A Government Accountability Office report from 2018 foundthaet Def ense Depart ment és off
testing and storage | ocations outside of Vietnam Ais i
to and from Vietnam did stop in Okinawa, among other locations in the region. It wearumaw much was loaded
or unloaded.

The documents

The first documents of note released by Mitchell are ar
from March 1966 and a 1969 Ar my cdiChemi caff RAtgeht ShedMpuami tt i t
organizational history confirms three movements of chemical weapons to Okinawa between 1963 and 1965. The
weapons were removed in 1971 as part of Operation Red
Movement HistoryCo mpi | ati on, 0 which camlbeérfoderd i om ThigeEhEIyVisr av
chief of staff report details a chemical weapons leak at the Chibana Army Ammunition Depot and discusses moving

the weapons to Guam. The weapons listed includesragents VX and sarin ancethlister agent sulfur mustaf8oth

documents confirm Okinawa was a Project 112 chemical and biological warfare testing site. The DOD does not classify
Okinawa as one, according to Bsoject 112 site on Health.miRepresermtives from the VA did not respond to

guestions related to Project 112 posed by Stars and Stripes in October.

A 2015 document Mi tchell unearthed, ADepart ment of D
Kadena Air Base, 9in10épans at ®&@D sthédis hddileadt lavelseabove the 20 parts per billion
action limit established by the EPA, the report said. There were eightiigiooms/faucets, 88 mediurisk rooms
and 10 lowrisk rooms A high-risk room or faucet means a pedide drinking source like a kitchen sink, water fountain
or breakroom sink, the report said. A meditisk source is neither a probable drinking source, nor it can be ruled out
as a probable drinking source, likelassroom or a bathroom sifikA | | -risk fawrédts were placed eot-order and
permanently removed or replaced usingZzeread cont ent fi xtures, 0 a spokesman
statement emailed Nov. 3 to Stars and Stripes, citing Kadena's 18th Aerospace Medicine SquaduinonBieetal
Engineering FIlight. Signs telling st-isH sonrtes, ameduzatian o t dr |
campaign and #iushing program was launchddadena resampled in 2015, 2017 and 2018, the statement said. Dozens
of fixtures have ben remediated.
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Mitchell also uncovered Okinawa prefectural records from 2016 that detailed extremely high levels of PFOS and
PFOA, perfluorooctanoic acid, at a fire training area aboard MCAS Futenma. Testing found 1.8 micrograms per liter
of PFOA and27 micrograms per liter of RFS, according to those recortisearly 2020, Japan established a combined
safety threshold of 0.05 microgrs per liter for PFOS and PFOA.subsequent document from testing firm Maxxam
Analytics, a Canadian company now kmow as Bur eau Veritas, to Kadenads 18t
PFOS and PFOA at a fiteaining area retentionbasi@.f f i ci al s from Kadenads 18t h Wincg
posed by Stars and Stripes about PFOS and PFOA.

The DOD hasadmitted to 651 contaminated sites in the U.S. but none in Japan, Mitchell said, something he believes
will eventually change. U.S. military officials in Japan told Stars and Stripes last year the source of the PFOS and
PFOA pollution on Okinawa is not nessarily U.S. military facilitesAi The U. S. wor ks diligently
Japan Environment al Governing Standards, 0o U. S. Forces
Nov. 17. It touted an environmental agreement signed betweetwb nations in 2015 that enhanced cooperation on
environmental matters, including establishing protocol to give Japanese authorities access to U.S. bases on Okinawa in
the event of a spill or land return.

AEnvironment al s a mpaties oy gelevamt b.8. arw Uapah gaverrement alitbarities indicates that

actions taken aboard our installations are effective i
will continue to take a proactive and bilateral approach to emviemtal stewardship as the health and safety of our
nationsd publics is equally as important as their def e

Mitchell, who has written three Japanese language books on military pollution, said more important than selling

copies of his first Engltslanguage book is letting veterans know these docusvexist and are available frée A | | of
these documents provide support for veterans who are sick and veterans who believe their sickness is linked to their
service on Okinawa,00d Mist cthelle,saind. |[ATheénkr o he militar"

[Source: Stars& Stripes| Matthew M. Burke | November 23, 2028
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VA Blue Water Claims
Update 85: Court Orders VA to Redecide Thousands of Claims

On 5 NOV, the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California ruled in favor of thousandsaziisal Blue

Water Navy Vietnam Veterans and their survivors in response to the motion filed by attorneys from the National
Veterans Legal Servicesdgyram (NVLSP) to enforce the 2%ar Old Class Action Consent Decree in Nehmer v.

U.S. Departmentf Veterans Administration (VA)The Courtordered the VA to automatically readjudicate
thousands of benefits claims that the Court found had been wrongédderder the Consent Decree. The Court also
ordered the VA to pay retroactive compensation if it finds the veteran served in the territorial seas of Vietham. The
motion was filed with the pro bono assistance of Paul Hastings LLP.

AWe applaudtadsher €cognition that Bl ue Water Navy Viet
wrongly denied retroactive disability and death benefits ever since 2002, when VA reversed its prior position and

denied the presumption of Agent Orange exposure toveta s who served in the territo
Nati onal Veterans Legal Services Program Executive Dir
family members have already been waiting years for benefits to which they are entikydthe Consent Decree

simply because they did not set foot in the | and mass

The 1991 Consent Decree applies to a class consisting of hundreds of thousands of Vietnam veterans and their
survivors who applied to the VA for servicenneted disability and death benefits due to exposure to Agent Orange,
the toxic herbicide used by the U.S. government during the Vietham War. That Decree required the VA, whenever it
recognized an additional disease is associated with exposure to Agege Qeaidentify and readjudicate all prior VA
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denials of benefit claims filed for that disease and pay benefits retroactive to the date of the claim that led to the prior
denial.

On July 10, 2020, NVLSP, which has served as counsel for the class 1987, filed its fourth motion for
enforcement to obtain compliance with the 1991 Consent Decree. The District Court had granted all three prior
enforcement motions. As a result of the prior three successful enforcement actions, VA conceded dHzitlibpsii
of dollars in retroactive benefits to Vietham veterans and their survivors.

The VAds 2002 change in policy challenged in the four
veterans were not covered by the language ofteedg Or ange Act of 1991, which prov
in the Republic of Vietnamd during the Vietnam era fAsh
Agent Orange. But in 2019, in Procopio v. Wilkie, the U.S. Court of Apdealsr t he Feder al Circui
interpretation of that language and ruled that Congress intended that all Vietham veterans who served on ships in the
territorial sea of Vietnam within 12 nautical miles of the coésbe entitled to the presumption@tposure. NVLSP
filed its enforcement motion after VA refused to redecide thedd®t0 2 c| ai ms of @Bl ue Watero
their survivors that were denied under the VA policy rejected in the Procopio decision.

AThe Nehmer basbeerinstrumentalcfor aearly 30 years to ensure full comprehensive relief for
veterans who have suffered greatly from Agent Oranetpied diseases. We are gratified that the intended relief is now
available to the Bl ue WatKianmirdNartngr, LitigatioRepaatment, Raul Blastings St e p t
LLP.Based on the Courtés decision, the VA must:

(2). Identify within 120 days of the date of this order, all of the Nehmer readjudication decisions made based on the
consent decree in which theAvVdenied compensation on the ground that the veteran was not entitled to the
presumption of herbicide exposure because the veteran did not set foot on the landmass of Vietnam or serve in the
inland waterways of Vietnam.

(2). Within 240 days of the date tiis order, issue a replacement decision that determines:

(a) whether the veteran served in the territorial waters of the Republic of Vietham during the war and, if so,

(b) the amount of retroactive compensation, if any, the veteran or theavetgers sur vi vor (or, i f
survivor is deceased, the estate of the deceased veteran or survivor) is entitled under the terms of consent decree; and

(3). Provide class counsel, pursuant to the Privacy Protection Order, with a copy of (a)tlel NEhmer
readjudication decisions identified, (b) all of th@leeement decisions issued, gyleach notice letter sent to the
class members and coding sheet associated with such replacement decisions.

According to estimates, this ruling couldpact 2,000 to 15,000 veterans and their survivors and potentially result
in each receiving an average of $28,000ftae in benefits. Ultimately, this decision could result in tens or hundreds
of millions of dollars in relief to Blue Water Navy veteraared their survivorsThe Department of Veterans Affairs
has no plans to challengfee court ruling

The Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans Act of 2019 (BWN Act) codified the presumption of herbicide exposure
for Blue Water Vietnam veterans. Howevitire BWN Act does not automatically require the VA to assess if any Blue
Water Vietnam veteran or survivor is eligible for retroactive compensation. The BWN Act requirement to pay
retroactive compensation is triggered only if a Blue Water Vietham veaffiematively files a claim after January 1,
2020 and the veteran specifically identifies the Agerdange related disease that was the subject of the earlier claim.

The BWN Act does not completely correspond to the Nehmer Consent Decree. SoM@atiugietnam veterans
and their survivors may be eligible for retroactive compensation under the Consent Decree but not eligible under the
BWN Act and vice versa. As a result, the House Report
to Iimit the rights of Nehmer c¢class members who seek r
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The Department of Veterans Affairs has no plans to challémgeourt ruling ordering it to make retroactive
payments to a small class of Bl Water Navy" Vietham veterans and their survivors who were wrongly denied
benefits for exposure to Agent Orange, the head of the Veterans Benefits Administration (VBL§ sHXY/. The
Justice Department has not indicated whether5tidOV ruling by fedeal District Judge William Alsup in San
Francisco will be appealed, but Paul Lawrence, VA under secretary and VBA chief, said the VA will comply with the
decision in the complicated case.

Background on Nehmer Case
Nehmer v. U.S. Department of Veteransahf is a class action lawsuit brought by NVLSP attorneys in 1986 to
challenge a VA regulation that stated, among other things, that chloracne is the only disease that scientific
evidence shows is associated with exposure to herbicides like Agent Oraddmy tise United States in Vietnam.
In 1987, the district court certified the case as a class action on behalf of all Vietham veterans and their survivors
who had been denied VA benefits for a condition allegedly associated with herbicide exposurevouldhoe
eligible to file a claim for such benefits injthe fut
for the class. In an order issued on May 3, 1989, the court invalidated the portion of the regulation providing that

no condition ¢her than chloracne is associated with herbicide exposure and voided all VA decisions denying

benefit claims under that portion of the regulation.

I n 1991, NVLSP&ds attorneys negotiated a favolrabl e cc
corsent decree requires the VA, whenever it recognizes that the emerging scientific evidence shows that a positive
relationship exists between Agent Orange exposure and a new disease, to (a) identify all claims basgd on the
newly recognized disease that wemeviously denied and then (b) pay disability and death benefits to these
claimants, retroactive to the initial date of claim. Since 1991, the VA has recognized that scientific studies show
that there is a positive association between Agent Orange egpasdr diabetes, ischemic heart disease,
Parkinsonds disease, and more than a dozen dif{ferent
over the last two decades, the VA has paid an aggregate of more than $4.6 billion in retroactivty disdbi
death benefits to hundreds of thousands of Vietham veterans and their surviving family members.

About NVLSP

The National Veterans Legal Services Program (NVLSP) is an independent, nonprofit veterans service organization
that has served active gunilitary personnel and veterans since 1981. NVLSP strives to ensure that our nation honors
its commitment to its 22 million veterans and active duty personnel by ensuring they have the benefits they have earned
through their service to our country. NVL®®s represented veterans in lawsuits that compelled enforcement of the

|l aw where the VA or other military services denied ben
these lawsuits has resulted in more than $5.2 billion dollars beiagded in disability, death and medical benefits to
hundreds of thousands of veterans and their survivors. NVLSP offers training for attorneys and other advocates;
connects veterans and active duty personnel with pro bono legal help when seekingydisatsgfits; publishes the

nation's definitive guide on veteran benefits; and represents and litigates for veterans and their families before the VA,
military discharge review agencies and federal courts. For more information wyewmvilsp.org Media contacts:

For NVLSP: Patty Briotta, offie 202621-5698, patty@nvisp.org[Source: VVA News Flash Novemberl7, 2020

++]

VA Accountability
Update 56: FLRA Calls for Rehiring of Fired Workers

The Trump administration was dealt a blow by a labor panel on 16 NOV, which ruled the Veterans Affairs Department
violated a contract with one of its employee unions as it sought to quickly dismiss poorly performing wdHeers.
Federal Labor Relations uthority (FLRA) deci si on i n part unwinds VAOGs i mpl
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Accountability and Whistleblower Protection Act, a law that made it easier to fire employees. President Trump has
repeatedly highlighted the act as one of the key legislative aatistiments of his term. FLRA upheld a 2018

arbitratorés ruling, which found VA violated its coll
Government EmployeeAFGE) wh e n i t el iminated #fAper f or ma-disciplinaiympr over
process. Mondaybs decision requires VA to reinstate al/l

Trump, VA and lawmakers in both parties have heralded the law as a significant step in cracking down on
misbehaving and poorly germing employees, but its enforcement has been mired in controversy since its passage. A
federal court ruled earlier this year that VA could not apply the law retroactively and appellate judges could review
whet her VAb&s sel emplzed 6 puni § b me dAFGRib®UYlE thacase formediation after
VA issued a series of memoranda that said VA was no longer required to give employees 90 days to improve and
performance improvement plan®r PIP$ would not be used. The union said thatlated specific clauses in its
collective bargaining agreement requiring those steps for employees identified for poor performance.

VA argued before FLRA, as it did before a mediator two years prior, that the contents of the 2017 accountability
law superseded the provisions of its contract requiring the improvement plans. The authority agreed with the arbitrator,
however, in ruling the law dealt only with the timeline for carrying out a firing or other punishment after VA provided
the disciplinary nate. Because the PIPs are intended to improve performance well before the actual issuance of a

punishment, FLRA said, the law has no bearingonthemi he Accountability Act does n
agency can or cannot do prior to providingneticof a removal, demotion or suspens
opinion.

The authority also said the arbitratorés decision did
and assign work to employees because it is merely enstoingliance with a provision of a collective bargaining
agreement to which management itself had agreed. VA argued the arbitrator was too broad in his framing of the issue
and improperly included all bargaining unit employees, but FLRA said those intgigmetwere appropriate. The
| abor panel also rejected VAb6s assertion that the cas
contractual and statutory violations rather tappeals of specific firingsThe FLRA decision requires VA

1 Toresume compliance with its collective bargaining agreement,
1 Rescind any adverse action against afgresented employees who did not first receive a performance
improvement plan, and reinstate any fired worker at the department, including back pagdriestve and
other benefits.
1 PayAFGE6 s attorney fees, though it can stil]l appeal t |

A department spokesperson ssil is reviewing the decisiorWVA challenged the remedy ordered by the arbitrator
and upheld by FLRA,buit he panel said it was fhatadomnmnabt lye Biombas pd opioad
Dargon, acting supervisory attorney for the AFGE VA council, said the union has flagged the PIP issuefaiace b
the law was even passetiVe're very pleasedDargon said of the FLRA decision. "It's a complete and total victory."

AFGE originally brought the case to mediation on behalf of its employees at the Veterans Benefits Administration,
but the union has since said it expects the ruling to apptssathe department. It is unclear exactly how many VA
employees could be impacted by the ruling, but public data show the department has fired at least 7,800 employees
since the accountability law and subsequent memoranda revoking performance improvansenept into effect.

AFGE represents more than tilards of the department's nearly 400,000 workers, and the union expects the number
of impacted employees is at least in the hundreds.

While the bill won broad bipartisan support, lawmakers haweesconsistently accused the Trump administration
of flouting congressional intent in implementing it. Trump, for his part, frequently cites the success of the accountability
law among his most significant accomplishments, saying it has enabled therdepdd get d of poorly behaving
employeesil n just a few short years, my administration com
removing employees who were not giving our veterans the care and attention they deserve and makiry therggen
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accountable to the heroes it serves, 0 Trump said earl i
him as it allowed VA to remove fisadistso and fAthieves.

Colleen Duffy Kiko, the FLRA chairman, dissented in part with tfeision, saying the true intent of the
accountability law did in fact run counter to the AFGE contract. Performance improvement plans are part of the adverse
action process, she said, and therefore should be part of ti@ylrf@moval timeline the law eated. The decision
changes that to a 1@fay timeline, she argued, and the legislative history of the bill made clear lawmakers had intended
to streamline the Acumbersome process for takiemgs advers
duetopor per f or man c[SoueeGoveinmentEredutive | EricKathpvemberl?7, 2020 ++]
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VA Vision Care
Update ®: Orcam MyEye | Digital Technology Helps Blind Veteran

Seeingo t he wgta Vode, Arthyr VeteranhTonmaArcdnaboveglimpses the world through a unique
deviceieven though heds legally blind. Arcand has a device
identifying people around himand reading h i m sw Hid to otfBedifgchaading @evice came aftesianple

guestion to his doctor.

It all started when a friend recommended a device to him. Tom, and his wifé lalsryya Veteraih watched a few
short video clips and were ready to purchase thicdeThe Arcands reached out to the West Texas VA Health Care
System, asking their ophthalmologist, Dr. Geert Craeffigheidevice was worth gettingrmy Veteran Arcand uses
an artificial vision devie that reads a magazine to hitmepared to buy ihemselves, the Arcands were surprised by
Craenends response. fAltds one of the advantages of the
devices such as this for our Veterans. o

Around the size of a large thumb drive, the Orcantlyy attaches to a pair of reading glasses and scans anything

Tom Arcand signals or points to. A small speaker near his dahem tell him whatitscanéi | t  wi | | read any
you, books or signs, itoll r ead ét honte oragyd through bilsakiutdherd area n d .
numberof t hi ngs vy o The artiicial visisnedevice had given.Arcand a connection to the world that he

di dnét have after |l osing his vision ahemepe Mabikty wasda n one

significant barrier.
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Arcand has extremely limited vision in one eye and in good lighting conditions can make out basic shapes. When
walking down a hallway in the medical center, Arcand can find a room by simply pointihg sign shapes on the
wall. The device will read to Arcand what is on the sign, giving him greater independence, both in his life at home and
when he goes out into the worléls the Arcands first started using the device, it was challenging, like withemy
technology. Over time, they have become more comfortable usingritjiig new functions every day.

AThis device has so many features, 0 said Lucy. Tom hoc
there. He smilesandsays év ¢ n tel |l sfifbusthédi ngmbéad been a | ot of he
al | my medi cal care from the VA, l' i ke wal kers and an in

me Thie Orcam Myeye also features a facialognition function that tells the person wearing it who comes into their
presence. By programing people, the device will tell the wearer when a person comes into tH8woaore: Vantage
Point| William Hatton| November9, 2020 ++]
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VA Vaccination Program
Update 01: Planning Underway to Deliver a COVID19 Vaccine

Planning is underway at VA to deliver a COVID vaccine when one becomes available. VA is working with the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDCeiehlbp a phased plan based on five core ethical pillars: safety,
maximizing the benefit of the vaccine, égufairness and transparendyeteran and employee safety remain our #1
priority. The plan takes into consideration a number of risk factors dimguisks of acquiring infection, severe illness

and death if infected, and transmitting the disease, as well as the risk to essential workers, including health care
personnelWhen COVID-19 vaccine comes, VA will be ready

Offering the vaccine first to hedth care personnel and Veterans

Initially, we expect supplies to be limited. Based on these risk factors, VA will offer the vaccine first-tiskigbalth

care personnel (HCP), as they are essential in continuing to care for patients througlamdeh@gp As more vaccines

become available, VA will offer the vaccineto high sk Vet erans. VAG6s ultimate goal
employees who want to be vaccinated.

Preparing VA facilities

VA medical centers across the country perforplatining exercises in late October to prepare for initial receipt of the
vaccine. These exercises help sites determine how they will distribute immunizations. They based the decisions on the
number of doses available and coordinated communications wignavisto schedule their immunizatioifhey also
addressed ordering, storage, handling, and administration of the vaccine.

Listening to Veterans

Additionally, VA has been conducting listening sessions and interviews with Veterans across the coungey tioegrau
interest and determine the best methods for reaching out @iverse Veteran populatioviour local medical facility
will update you as vaccines become available.
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Important resources
T CDC COVID-19 Vaccine websithttps://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/204fov/vaccines/index.html
T VA News Release on vaccine distributilottps://www.va.gov/opa/pressrelgmsrelease.cfm?id=5570

[Source: Vantage Poiftlane Kim, MD | November 12020++]

VA COVID -19 Cases
Update 09: Doubled in 20 Days

As of 13 NOV more than 13,300 Department of Veterans Affairs patients are sick with thevia®d a number

that more than doubled in the previous 20 days and represents the most active cases the VA has ever had at one time.
Cases have increased 108% since 2 NOV. On that day, VA cases hitiare ddigh, surpassing the number of active
caseseen during a surge of the virus in July. Every day since 2 NOV, the department has set a new record. Deaths are
also on the rise. As of 23 NOV, 4,584 veterans had died of thed/irup 12% since the beginning of the month. In
addition, 69 VA employees kia died, five of them in the previous 20 days.

The Minneapolis VA hospital has the most cases across the VA system, with 433 patients who are currently sick
with the virusd an increase of 113% in a little over two weeks. The Cleveland VA hospitdéirland, Ohio, has
the secondnost cases with 417, and Aurora, Colorado, has the third, with 310. VA hospitals across the national are
experiencing more cases than previously seen.-Bifeyhospitals reported having more than 100 active cases Monday.
Only two VA locations reported having no active cases: the hospital in Spokane, Washington, and the VA outpatient
clinic in the Philippines. The numbers reflect a nationwide trend that shows a third wave of the virus affecting most of
the United States, piaularly the Midwest. Public health experts are worried the situation will become exasperated
after Americans gathered for Thanksgiving. The Centers
agency, had pled with Americans not to trafeelthe holiday or spend time with people outside of their household.

VA Secretary Robert Wilkie had not as of 23 NOV issued public guidance discouraging veterans from traveling or
gathering outside of their households this Thanksgiving. Howevelpdhkedirector of the VA health system in New
Orleansd which was hit hard by the pandemic earlydrdid call on veterans there to limit travel and postpone their
gatherings. Fernando Riviera, director of the Southeast Louisiana Veterans Health Gare Systished a public
letter to patients 23 NOV. He said the New Orleans hospital would likely raise its threat level because of an increased
rate of positive coronavirus tests and may soon limit services toaromavirus patients.

In March, theNew Orleans facility accounted foroheh i r d of t he VAG6s coronavirus ca
elective surgeries. On 23 NOV, the hospital reported 36 active@aeae of the lowest counts across all VA facilities.

However, Riviera was anticipain a sur ge of hospitalizations. Aiour faci.l
now, but will l'ikely move into 6red, & or Osurge warnin
increase, we may once again limit servicemifar to earlier this year, we will need to remain flexible and resilient to
ensure veterans who need care receive it.o

The New Orleans hospital was chosen as one of five VA sites that will distribute coronavirus vaccines once they
become availablRi vi era sai d. He predicted it would be a fAlong
announced promising results 23 NOV of its vaccine trials, becoming the third drug maker to do so. Health officials
have said that once available, the fiteses are likely to go to higlisk groups. The general public could have access
to a vaccine in the spring. iMany of us wi || have to
gatherings, o Riviera wrote.imefiwé heed & a heaalthrcaré systeansto deliver | gi
vaccinations without being overwhel med by Covid cases. (
2020 ++]
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VA Health Care
Update (B: Ask Not Get Not| What Do You Neal?

Many veteran's that have VA benefits may not know that the VA provides complementary treatment items such as
CPAP machines, hearing aids, custom fit orthotic shoe inserts, Marsona sound conditioning machines (for masking
tinnitus), prescription eyegiaes, and many other items to help provide injury relief. Sometimes veterans have to ask
for such equipment.

1 A veteran that is struggling to fall asleep due to ringing or buzzing ears can ask a VA audiologist for a
Masona sound conditioning machine threty help mask the tinnitus enough to fall asleep.

1 A veteran with sleep apnea will have to participate in a sleep clinic and be tested. If sleep apnea is
determined then, the VA will hand the veteran a fgghlity modern CPAP machine that is much smaller
than the older versions and easier to keep clean.

1 Also, some VA clinics offer Chronic Pain Management and Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (CBT), which
may be helpful for some veterans that are struggling to maintain relationships and experiencing declining
work performance.

1 The VA will supply a veteran who has been diagnosed with vitamin D deficfeeeywitamin D
supplements if asked. Many veterans are vitamin D deficient. Vitamin D is extremely important for good
health.

1 Some veterans struggle wijthint pain, and the VA will provide Voltaren topical gel for relief if asked.
I Some clinics provide ultrasound physical therapy for plantar fasciitis relief if asked.
Veterans with VA benefits sometimes have to ask. There's no harm in askiefigfoproducts. The harm comes

when veterans don't ask for relief items. You are not taking away from another veteran if you ask for relief items. These
items are stockpiled and do no good for anyone if they are not distributed ardimgoelief. Ask nd. Get not.

[Source: Together We Servejdsteven Lucag Novembe2020 ++]
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VA Fraud, Waste & Abuse
Reported 16 thru 30 NOV 2020

Cleveland OH i U.S. Attorney Justin Herdman announ@&dNOVthat a grand jury sitting in Cleveld has returned

a 28count indictment chargingVilliam H. Precht, age 53, of Kent, Ohio, with theft of government property,
conspiracy to commit wire fraud and honest services fraud, wire fraud, and false statements relating to health care
matters According to the indictment, from October 5, 2010, through January 4, 2019, the defendant is accused of using
his position with the Cleveland Veteran Affairs (VA) Medical Center to engage in a scheme to enrich himself and co
conspirators.

The indictment déges that from on or about October 5, 2010, through on or about February 16, 2018, the defendant
fraudulently used hisVA ssued purchase card and facilitated the use
purchases from a company controlled by dieéendah for approximately $1,066,348 addition, from on or about
May 27, 2015, through on or about January 4, 2019, the defendant is accused of conspiring with a medical supplies

22| Page



company located in South Euclid, Ohio, to devise a scheme in whiclefdsedant would receive kickbacks and other
items of value, in exchange for steering VA business and other monetary awards to the medical supplies vendor.
1

Allegedly, it was part of the conspiracy that the defendant would solicit and accept iteahsedfrom the medical
supplies vendor such as money, sporting event tickets and future business interest. The defendant would then provide
favorable actions for the benefit of his-conspirators and the medical supplies vendor when the opportunities arose
He is accused of concealing this activity from the Cleveland VA by providing false and misleading information to VA
employees about reasons for ordering medical supplies. The defendant also allegedly falsified some patient records to
make it appear pants had implants in their electronic health record that did not correlate to any actual surgical or
medical procedure, to justify the purchase of implants.

An indictment is only a charge and is not evidence of guilt. A defendant is entitledtérialfan which it will be
the gover nment 0uilt bbyond d ecasontbte dqubtb veogvi ct ed, the defendar
determined by the Court after review of factonrnksifunique
any, the defendant 6 saracteristies of the vitldii@n atl dages, the senteace dill riotlexceed h
the statutory maximum and in most casesilt be less than the maximum. [Sour@oJNorthernDistrict of Ohio|
U.S.Atb r n e y 6 sNoweileri 202620 (-+]

-0-0-O-0-0-

New Britain, Connecticuti A former Connecticut lawyer was charged by state authoBddOV with embezzling

nearly $1 million from a charity for military veterans and their families, just two weédstesf was sentenced to more

than three years in prison on a fealeharge for the same crim@he chief state's attorney's office skiglvin Creed,

69, of Litchfield was charged with felony larceny and was released on a $250,000 bond fpHaseinrt apearance
WednesdayCreed could not be reached for comment Wednesday. Phone listings for him were disconnected. His
lawyer in the federal case said he was not representing Creed in the state case.

On 9 NOV, Creed was sentenced on a federal fraudgehto the prison time and ordered to pay $1.4 million
restitution to Fisher House Foundation in Connecticut, a chapter of a national charity that builds homes near veterans
medical centers where families can stay for free while tbheéd ones undergogatmentState prosecutors said Creed
stole $985,000 from the charity and used the money for his own purposes. He yetsreported to federal prison.

Creed, An Army Veteran And Former State Trooper, Gave Up His Right To Practice Law In Connectitigarast

[Source: AssociatedPress November 25, 2026+]

VA Secretary

Update 91: Accused of Issuing Directive to Discredit Veteran

Former Department of Veterans Affairs Deputy Secretary James Byrne said his refusal to didémtinee to discredit

a veteran and senior Congressional advisor who said she was sexually assaulted at a VA hospital contributed to his
removal, according to a 19 NOV report from Newsweek. Connecting Vets confirmed Newsweek's reporting on
Thursday throgh interviews with Byrne, VA and White House officials. Those officials spoke on condition of
anonymity either because they were not authorized to speak publicly or because they said they feared retaliation. A
Navy Reserve officer and senior advisor fa House Women Veterans Task Force said late last year she was sexually
assaulted at the D.C. VA Medical Center. Connecting Vets is withholding her name from this story at her request.

In February, an anonymous written complaint was submitted todhed-veterans Affairs Committee alleging that
VA Secretary Robert Wilkie personally sought and shared with staff "damaging information" about the veteran in an
attempt to discredit her. Wilkie is being examined by an independent watchdog agency ovalldgatens. Byrne
told Connecting Vets on 19 NOV he was not the author of that complaint, but decided to come forward to share his
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story which corroborates some of those allegations. Wilkie and VA have strongly denied the allegations against him
and in aremailed statement on 20 NOV, VA Press Secretary Christina Noel called Byrne's allegations "false," said he
was fired for cause, sought to discredit him and defended Wilkie.

Wilkie "did not and never would do anything of this sort,” Noel told Cotingd/ets previously. "I never would
do that to a fellow officer- it is a breach of honor," Wilkie said of the woman veteran in a statement earlier this year.
The complaint followed shortly after Wilkie fired Byrne, his No. 2 at the massive federalyagdrout five months
after his confirmation in the Senate. Prior to his confirmation, Byrne, a Marine veteran, served as acting deputy
secretary. Wilkie said he dismissed Byrne because of "loss of confidence.” Two days later, Wilkie called it a "simple
busness decision," adding that it was "nothing personal" and Byrne failed to "jell" with other members of VA
leadership. Noel said Byrne's "dismissal has nothing to do with" the veteran's case.

A few weeks later, lawmakers asked the VA Inspector Gémnelinvestigate. House Veterans Affairs Committee
Chairman Mark Takan(D-CA) said he was concerned "Wilkie and other VA officials may have unlawfully accessed
or attempted to access (the veteran's) military service records, medical records, or toadtiotheto obtain sensitive
or personal information about (her) with intent to discredit her cteraod retaliate against hdyrne said he was
not certain where Wilkie allegedly first sourced informatiertdid staff about the veteravA InspectorGeneral Mike
Missal agreed to review the allegations against Wilkie. ABQ0NOV, that report had not yet been released publicly,
but Byrne said he was interviewed as part of the review. Missal said in a statement to Connecting Vets Friday that the
matte remains a "high priority" for his office and IG plans to publish a report on its findings when the review is
complete.

Wilkie believed Takano and other Democrat leaders in Congress may have contrived the allegations of sexual assault
to damage Wille personally as a senior member of President Donald Trump's cabinet, Newsweek first reported and
Byrne also told Connecting Vets Thursday. Wilkie's belief that the allegations were invented were what led him to
allegedly seek the damaging informatiainou the veteran, Byrne sai@yrne and Wilkie had worked together for
about a year when he says the VA secretary charged him with "shopping dirt to the media" on the veteran in an attempt
to discredit her and her allegations, which Byrne said Wilkie chaizeteas attacks against him and VA. Wilkie
allegedly gathered the information and asked Byrne and other staff to share it.

Byrne didn't outright refuse, he said, but instead told Wilkie repeatedly, "l hear ya," to avoid giving a definitive
answer. ¢ says he never followed the directivebut Wilkie also approached other VA staff Byrregdsmay have
been more willing."Maybe he thought | was going to be a good little Marine and run out and do it," Byrne told
Connecting Vets. "I truly didn't think @y (other VA staff) had taken it out of the house. "I just thought, 'They're not
going to do this. This is indeat, immoral, unprofessional Wilkie approached Byrne about spreading the alleged
damaging information multiple times. When it became clean8ywasn't going to "play ballle claims Wilkie
pressured him'He basically said this is what good deputies do for their secretaries," Byrne said. "That was the souring
of our relationship. It was never that good to begin with."

Byrne said his reisal to spread information about the veteran was likely not the only reason Wilkie fired him.
Byrne also says he refused to issue several formal memos ordered by the secretary, attempts to remove other VA
officials and "lighten up" on oversight of the @epnent's $16 billion electronic healtecord modernization project.
Perhaps the biggest reason Byrne was removed from his Sgpadimted position was because Wilkie believed the
president might fire him and thought to avoid it by firing his appargiiacement instead, Byrne alleged. Byrne was
fired just a few days before the date he claims Wilkie was expected to be fired, when he says he was told by White
House staff to avoid traveling from D.C. and "be prepared to assume the big chair.”

A letter Byrne said he was provided upon his dismissal said it "served as confirmation that the president concurred
with Secretary Wilkie's request to remove" him from his appointed position, but appeared on a page without any
signature or letterhead. The lettid it originated from the White House fioé of Presidential Personnélhite
House officials told Connecting Vets on Friday they had "no comment" regarding Byrng&tiaile about the VA
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secretaryWilkie told Byrne on3 FEBthat he'd "lost confidem in him and demanded his resignation, Byrne said. He
initially refused, arguing only the president could dismiss him, and was escorted out of VA headquarters by security
guards.

Rep. Dan CrenshaR-TX) was specifically named in the complaint. Vidlkmentioned the Congressman as
someone who helped him confirm information about the veteran, Byrne alleged. Crenshaw, a former Navy SEAL, at
one time served with her. Earlier this year Crenshaw's staff said he had never been contacted by anyone &t VA abou
the veteran, and told Connecting Vets Friday they had nothing more to add.

At first, Byrne said he feared sharing his story because it could hurt VA, and therefore veterans, and was dealing
with his own litterness over being dismissét/A's had alot of turmoil. Turmoil in the leadership translates into
veterans losing confidence in the VA and not coming in and getting care, benefits and treatment, and it results in dead
veterans," he said. "l can't shake that. | couldn't shake that and go stimdnyself and take this guy dowrDuring
the election, Byrne said he was pressured by some to come forward, but says he wanted to avoid becoming a "political
football" and gayed out of it There's going to be turmoil now anyway at the VA with turmgviee said. "I don't think
I'm going to add too much more turmail ... It's sort of like a shot in my arm going 'You've got a story to tell, so you
need to stand up and take the arrows or whatever comes that way."

Takano said in a stateme2® NOV that the House Veterans Affairs Committee would "not turn a blind eye to
inappropriate behavior or statements that seek to discredit surviveegual assault or harassméi@adly, this type
of denial, and an unwillingness to seek out truth is exaclly ttpr obl em t hat has pl agued VA
- casting doubt on survivors and sullying their good names will not fix the decades of injustice these servicemembers
have endured,"” Takano continued. "If VA hopes to fully embrace the contributiess survivors have made to our
country, it must step up and build a changeincukare change that starts at the top.

During Congressional testimony on VA's budget in February, Wilkie committed to testifying at a future hearing on
sexual assaulat VA facilities. He did not attend, but sent Acting Deputy Secretary Pamela Powers in his place.
Following his February testimony, Wilkie told reporters he hoped the hearing would provide an opportunity to clear
the air about the veteran's case and atlegs against him.

In September, the veteran said that a man sexually assaulted and harassed her at the Washington, D.C. VA Medical
Center. She said multiple people witnessed the alleged assault, and that she tried to report it to severak\Whetaffer
were slow to react or unrespres until police were involvedAt the time, Wilkie promised a full investigation from
the Cffice of the Inspector Generdut that investigation concluded earlier this year with no criminal charges filed.
Multiple souces with knowledge of the case told Connecting Vets this was due, at least in part, to a lack of functioning
security cameras at the hospital in the area the assault took place.

Records obtained by Connecting Vets through Freedom of Informatiaiedetsts confirmed that the one camera
in the area was malfunctiorg at the time of the inciderWA Press Secretary Christina Mandreucci told Connecting
Vets "all cameras in the DC VA are fully functional and have been since Sept2di#' following tke incident.
Wilkie announced that the case was closed without charges in a letter to Congress last month, where he also called the
veteran's report Aunsubstant i atmerdm lanmakersmand advosagilkiei ng o f f
told reprters earlier this year he regretted his use of the phrase and didn't intend to suggestwhsityshg about
her assault:l have to know, she has to know, if our facilities are safe," Wilkie said. "We're going to make a renewed
push to get answers to help us help ourselves and help women veterans to make sure that they feel safe and
welcomed."

[Source: ConnectingVets.com | Abbie Bennett | November 20, 2020 ++]

For confidential help with sexual assault 24/7, call the National Sexual Assdiiehamt 8060656-4673 or go to
online.rainn.org.
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Vet Tax Breaks
Approved in 3 Stateds 2020 Elections

While many races from the Nov. 3 elections remained too close to call hours after the polls closed, voters in three states
moved decisivel to approve measures aimed at offering support and appreciatiothe form of tax breaks to
veterans.

Florida -- Amendment 6, which would extend a property tax discount for codibabled veterans to their surviving
spouses in the event of theleath, received resounding support from voté/gh 100% of the vote counted, The
Associated Press reported that 89.7% of voters supported the measure, making it the most popular of the six referendum
issues Florida considered this election cyTlge honestead property tax discount applies only to veterans over age 65

with permanent combatlated disabilities. The measure would continue that discount for the veteran's surviving
spouse in perpetuity, unless the widowed spouse remarries or sells or s¢hdispbses of the property.

On 16 OCT, the Herald@ribune newspaper published a compilation of seven Florida newspapers' editorial boards
weighing in on the ballot question. All seven concluded that the measure should pass. "Veterans anin'oies
sacrificing their lives for the country," the board of Florida Today wrote in an editorial. "That sacrifice is shared by
their spouses and family, and they too deserve a property tax break." With well over the 60% of the vote required for
passagethe measure will take effect Jan. 1, 2021.

New Jersey-- Public Question 2 would make veterans who served in peacetime eligible for a $250 property tax
deduction currently available only to combat veterdihés measure also passed easily with 76.3%h@®tounted vote

as of 4 NOV, making it the mosupported of the three referendum issues New Jersey voters took up. The property tax
deduction is also available to the surviving spouses of deceased wartime veterans, and the measure would make spouses
of peacetime veterans eligible for it as weil. addition to the deduction, New Jersey offers a 100% property tax
exemption for disabled wartime veterans or their surviving spouses. Voters moved to extend that as well to disabled
peacetime veterans. For bggblicies, an honorable military discharge is a prerequisite for eligibility.

Opposition to the measure focused on the cost to the state in the form of lost revenue. According to information
compiled by Ballotpedia, it's estimated to benefit an aattit 4,000 New Jersey veterans. That will cost an estimated
$38 million in lost revenue. Supporters of the measure called it a matter of simple fairness to veterans, who volunteer
to serve regardless of whether they see wartime or combat. With the dminttnareferendum, the measure will take
effect 1 JAN 2021.

Virginia -- Ballot Question 2 would create a vehicle tax exemption for disabled vetemngeasure designed to ease
the cost burden for vets whose disabilities require them to purchasellspecidified vehicles. The tax break would
apply to one vehicle or pickup truck for any veteran who has a 100% seorioected, permanent disability
documented by the Department of Veterans Affairs. Veterans would not have to prove, however, itiattikty
necessitates vehicle modifications.
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This measure also passed with overwhelming support: 85.9% of voters approved it, with 99% reporting. It was the
most popular of two referendum issues Virginia voters considered this cycle. As withvithieMey ballot question,
any opposition to the Virginia tax exemption focused on cost. Virginia Association of Counties noted that the measure
followed a previous series of tax exemptions for disabled veterans and spouses of the fallen. All thosthéreaks,
organization said, cost localities roughly $53 million in 2018st revenue that was not offset by the state. With
massive support from voters, however, the measure is now set to become policy 1 JAN 2021.

[Source: Military.com | Hope Hodge Sedkdvember 4, 2020++]
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Proposal to Incoming Administration
A Simple Political Appointee Tasking

There was a time, not so long ago, when Veterans Day was a personal affair for most Americans. The mass mobilization

of World War Il,coupled with the draft era of Korea and Vietham, meant that almost every dinner table was connected

to the military, and almost every citizen had a close relationship withawmeho had served in unifornihat time

has passed, and it has passed witisequences. Forgeven years into the alblunteer force, military veterans make

up only seven percent of the population. Many Americans do not know and have not spent any meaningful time with a
service member. 1tbdés a iftakcs d offadthef aonmanmamy tdhfe tshe ewd me
of American power.

We are about to see a change in who walks those halls. The challenges facing the incoming administration are
enormous, made even more complicated by a raging pandeméctarid and divided political culture. In the face of
these daunting issues, I propose a smal/l idea, one t hat
the environmenin which they are consideréd/hat if every new Bideiarris agpointee was asked to go to Arlington
National Cemetery and to walk the grounds with a member of the military, a veteran, or a military family member? Not
just the appointees serving in national security or Veterans Affairs posts, but every appointegefsodepartment,
from cabinet secretaries to policy experts to confidential assistants across the interagency.

It is a simple act, but an important ofidwe originator of this proposal, Bren Colbuneyver served in the military,
but he was lucky b spend time in the company of those who did. Growing up an Army brat, and later working as
political appointee in the Pentagon, shapesense of servicéiis understanding of sacrifice, amis relationship to
the concept of publipolicy consequenceft madehim better at whahe did. One aft ernoon candt r
connections, but it can start to change perceptions. Dhigjme in governmenthe often foundhimself visiting
Arlington, and was surprised by how fewli$ colleagues hadeverbeen. It was only a couple Metro stops away from
their offices, but it was a world away from myaof their life experiences.
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These would be quiet visits, opport uditjusthappendtieattiei st en.
Presieéntelect is a Democratand the offer to participate could be extended to incoming mendfe€Zongress and
their staffs.This could be a starting point for a national commitment to directly connect, in small ways, the American
people to the military thatedends them. For all the talk in policy circles about the growingriidivide, sometimes
the simplest steps are overlooked. Imagine an America where a visit like this was facilitated for every graduating high
school senior? A chance to personally beosgal to the military, to look beyond Hollywood takes and sporting event
flyovers, to have a conversation with someone who has been there. Think of these opportunities as reverse Honor
Flights, meant not to celebrate but to educate.

It is important tostop and say thank you, to pause and remember. But we can truly honor our veterans by bringing
their experiences into our lives, and into the petiegking circles of our nation. The effort needs to be intentional, and
it needs to be sustained. Anaftesno t o wal k and tal k i sn dSourceuletense®af f or
Brent Colburn (Opinion) | November 11, 2020 ++]
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Vet Jobs
Update 2@®: Code Platoon OffersVets Software Development Training

Veteransand theirspu s es can train to become professional, certif
Bootcamp, an immersive, handa training program with opportunities for paid internships (in Chicago only) and job
placements as web developer upon graduati. The Code Platoon Coding Bootcamp covers everything needed to

wor k asstacftkf ulelvel oper, 06 whi ch me ana expaieneerimbnildingdrond s p o u s
facing websites and behinile-scenes databases. Over thenetk fulktime training course, students will learn about
todayb6s web devel opment tools, programming | anguages, i
become welrounded professionals prepared for finding a job.

There are also evening andekend courses available, which run for 28 weeks and cover the same curriculum as
the 14week course. And there is a spHced coding program that is free to Veterans, active duty service members,
and military spouses. For students new to coding, Codedrlaiffers Intro to Coding and Bootcamp prep classes.
Currently, Coding Bootcamp classes are all online for safety reasons.

Anyone who has served at least one day in the military (or is married to someone who has) is eligible to apply to
Code Platoonincluding National Guard and Reserve. The Code Platoon team works individually with each incoming
student, providing a personarmection right from the stat€ode Platoon accepts the Gl Bill forperson students,

VET TEC, VR&E, and Skillbridge. For students who do not want to use VA benefits or have exhausted their benefits,
Code Platoon offers scholarships, including full scholarships for wopmeansgender, and Black and Hispanic
students. Contact Code Platoon for more information on program costs.

According to Rod Levy, Code Platoon Executive Director and Foufid€ro d e P11 at o-standingas a |
partnership with the Department ok¥éran Affairs Theirteam works tirelessly to ensure Veterans and spouses can
utilize their educational benefits to participate in our programs. We are grateful VA recognizes the importance and
impact of coding boot camps in helping fill the increasingdfer technical talent in our country. To Applyeck out
Code Pl at oo ntdlsarnmoreadpoutahm pregram,eligibility, training curriculum, costs, and other important
information. Whery o u 6 r e r e alidkyheré¢ to steat yaurl agplicatio-or more information on the program,
eligibility, and application process, Contact Code Platoonfag@codeplatoon.org[Source: https://www.vvmf.org|
Kevin Secor | November 13, 2020 ++]
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WWII Vets 238
David Baker | Silver Star PI Vet

David Lieuwen Baker was drafted intee Army in February 194@ndkept a frequent correspondence with his wife

and parents. Baker wrote often to his family in lowa about army life and events while stationed in Honolulu, Hawaii,

as part of the 25th Infantry Divisio8th Field Artillery Batalion. While in Hawaii, the 25th infantry division

participated in jungle warfare and amphibious training in preparation for deployment to the Pacific. In a letter of Aug.

19, 1942, Baker wrote that @Ait seeams hlairlkde atshdr e« ains t al W
|l ater commented in a |letter from 1943 how fAit is so ful
none of them are permissible [due to censorship].o

After serving as an operations and trainindfsifficer in Guadalcanal, Baker became the business post exchange
officer for the 25th ID. Post exchanges serve as shopping areas for soldiers on military bases or installations. During
the summer of 1944, Baker also attended the Command and Staff CGillegebase in California while continuing
to serve in the Post Exchande mid-January 1945, the 25th Infantry Division deployed to the Pacific as part of the
Philippine liberation campaign. After landing at San Fabian in northern Luzon, the divisgin fts way southward
through the Caraballo Mountains and the surrounding provinces.

On Feb. 9, 1945, Baker was serving as a |iaison offioc
trapped by mortar fire near a heavily fortified lilbse to the village of Rosaldo. According to his April 1945 citation
for the Silver Star, Baker led two consecutive artillery assaults against the hill to rescue the trapped company. When
enemy fire damaged his communications radio, Baker put himsefiinmé s way t o repair the
communications before recommencing the next assault.

After the capture of Balete Pass in April, Bakerds un
1945. When the Japanese surrenderedugust, Baker stayed in Tarlac to assist with postwar duties untd mid
September, when he was sent by ship to Gifu, Japan. In one of his last letters before leaving the Philippines, Baker

described the dismantling of military equipment and the downsiZing® a s e s . iwWe have been awf
everything loaded and moved to the beach. We are loading from the identical same spot on the same beach nine long
mont hs ago. |t | ooks quite a bit differ.ensgringtléane it di d

was honorably discharged in April as a lieutenant colonel.

For his service during the course of the war, Baker received numerous medals, including the Silver Star, the Air
Medal and the Philippine Liberation Ribf. i | haved cniyanigdeas about a | ot of thi.i
dating May 1945, Amainly to be happy with what | have
for mysel f f oWehenbrais selvicefsaurce rvéntagedoihSarah ConcepciohOctober 8, 2020
++]
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WWII Vets 239

George Pearcy | Bataan POW Killed in Transfer to Japan

George Washington Pearcy served in the Washington University Reserve Officer Training Corps while attending law
schoolin St. Louis, Missouri. He was commissioned as a second lieutenant in the Army in 1940. Pearcy served at
Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, in the 527th Coast Artillery. In January 1941, Pearcy
traveled to Manila in the Philippines. Herived in Manila Feb. 10 and served with the 60th Coast Artillery in
Corregidor. He later served with the 2nd Observation Squadron of the Army Air Forces stationed at Clark Air Base
in central Luzon. In July, Pearcy transferred to the Army Air Forciicaiols Field.

On the same day as the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor Dec. 7, 1941, the Japanese immediately attacked the
Philippines8 DECand destroyed several American air bases. In early January 1942, the 2nd Observation Squadron
relocated to Batan Airfield. As part of the 60th Coast Artillery, Pearcy participated as an infantry officer in the battles
of Bataan in Apriland Corregidor in May.

After the American surrender on May 6, 1942, Pearcy was among the 4,000 Filipino and Amerieais &ddn
to Bilibid Prison in Manila. The Japanese imprisoned him at Davao Penal Colony on Mindanao Island in the southern
Philippines and Cabanatuan Prison Camp near Bataan. While captured, Pearcy kept a diary that documented
unsuccessfully attempted poiner escapes, the resulting executions, the lack of food, and camp population estimates.

On Oct. 11, 1944, Pearcy was among the 1,774 prisoners of war who sailed on a Japanese troopship from Manila
to work as slave labor in Japan. En route northh,& naval submarine torpedoed and sunk the unmarked ship in the
South China Sez4 OCT. Pearcy was among the 1,760 casualties. He posthumously received a Purple Heart in January
1945. A friend | ater sent [\Retage Roy|Melissa Burgh GeorgedWashingtoms t o
Pearcy served in the Washington University Reserve Officer Training Corps while attending law school in St. Louis,
Missouri. He was commissioned as a second lieutenant in the Army in 1940. Pearcy served at Casgn,Robin
Arkansas, and Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, in the 527th Coast Atrtillery. In January 1941, Pearcy traveled to Manila in
the Philippines. He arrived in Manila Feb. 10 and served with the 60th Coast Artillery in Corregidor. He later served
with the 2nd Obswation Squadron of the Army Air Forces stationed at Clark Air Base in central Luzon. In July,
Pearcy transferred to the Army Air Forces at Nichols Field.

On the same day as the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor Dec. 7, 1941, the Japanese imttaakiateihe
Philippines Dec. 8 and destroyed several American air bases. In early January 1942, the 2nd Observation Squadron
relocated to Bataan Airfield. As part of the 60th Coast Atrtillery, Pearcy participated as an infantry offiedyattles
of Bataan in April and Corregidor in Mayfter the American surrender on May 6, 1942, Pearcy was among the 4,000
Filipino and American soldiers taken to Bilibid Prison in Manila. The Japanese imprisoned him at Davao Penal Colony
on Mindanao Island in the southePhilippines and Cabanatuan Prison Camp near Bataan. While captured, Pearcy
kept a diary that documented unsuccessfully attempted prisoner escapes, the resulting executions, the lack of food,
and camp population estimates.
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On Oct. 11, 1944, Pearayas among the 1,774 prisoners of war who sailed on a Japanese troopship from Manila
to work as slave labor in Japan. En route north, a U.S. naval submarine torpedoed and sunk the unmarked ship in the
South China Sea Oct. 24. Pearcy was among the 1,768lthas. He posthumously received a Purple Heart in January
1945. A friend | ater sent [FoEe:r\VanaysPoipMelissaBarghdcteber2® s t o h
2020 ++]
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WWII Vets 240
Horace Carswell Jr. | ChinaB24J Pilot
SWELL
B ORCE

Fort Worth, Texas native Horace Carswell Jr., joined the Army Air Corps in Dallas as a flying cadet March 26, 1940.
Prior to his enlistment, Carswell earned his bachel or 6:
He playel both football and baseball for the Horned Frogs until his gradueti@839.After completing primary

flight training in Tulsa, Oklahoma, Carswell returned to Texas. He attended primary flight school and the Army Air
Corps6 advanced nanronio dpon graduation, Carswall comBiasioned as a second lieutenant in

the Army Air Corps Reserve. When assigned to active duty in 1941, he first served as a flight instructor at Randolph

Field in San Antonio. Carswell then transferred between Tudsdzpna, and Biggs Army Air Field in El Paso,

Texas. He promoted to captain in 1942 after working as a flight commander.

His rotation of assignments continued the next year with moves to bases in both Clovis, New Mexico, and Langley,
Virginia. Carsve | | 6s resume devel oped exponentially in these t\v
commander of the 302nd Group in the 356th Bombardment Squadron. His time stateside concluded with a promotion
to major, before transferring to the 308th Bomamaent Group stationed in China.

In Liuchow, China, Carswell was responsible for a detachment2#fX, bombers which were outfitted with radars
and intended for lovaltitude flights. On the evening of Oct. 26, 1944, Carswell piloteeld Bover tk South China
Sea, ordering two bombing runs of Japanese convoys. D
Japanese fire. Carswell directed the aircraft to the coastline but could not maintain altitude and ordered his fellow
crewmembers to @mdon the bomber. His copilot and one other squadron member refused to do so. Eventually, the
aircraft crashed into a mountainside, fatallpunding all three men aboar8or his skill and valor, Carswell
posthumously received a Medal of Honor, Distingaisl$ervice Cross, Distinguished Flying Cross,Medal, and
the Purple Heart. We honor his service. [Source: Vantage Point | Hannah Randolph| October 26, 2020 ++]
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Vet Toxic Exposure | KarshiKhanabad
Update B: Lawmakers Upset wWVA over Failure to Provide Care

A Department of Veterans Affairs official on 18 NOV drew the ire of some House lawmakers during a hearing over
the agencyés continued resistance to providingueheal th

stating more data is needed to conclude exposure | eads
needed to enable VA and [the Defense Department] to perform a reliable assessment of the possible or known long
term adverse healtief ect s, 0 sai d Dr . Patr i cdepoyHenthealthrsescesatthe Ve f con

But recently declassified Defense Department documents show the Pentagon knew troops were exposed to multiple
toxins and hazards that have led todnenls of cancer cases and dozens of dead veterans after deploying to the Karshi
Khanabad Air Base, known as K2, in Uzbekistan in the early days of the War on Terror. Some lawmakers responded
harshly to the VAO6s stance dghtriamgdtRef dirmr Commiotft & endes H

security. AThe VAG6s continued deni al has | eft hundred
preventative health programs and unable to receive VA disability benefits in connection withthe er vi ce at K2
Rep. Stephen Lynch,-Ma s s . , chairman of the committeeds subpanel

[ VA] Secretary [ Robert] Wil kie has the authority to fi:

K2 is a former Soviet air base in southeastern Uzbekistan that shares a border with northern Afghanistan. After the
9/11 attacks, U.S. forces established Camp Stronghold Freedom at K2, which was used to support combat missions
from 2001 to 2005. Vetens have described a toxic environment at the post, where pond water glowed green, black
sludge oozed from the ground and the government posted massive white and yellow signs warning troops to keep out
of certain areas due to chemical agents.

Lawmakes argued during the hearing that the VA isnét pro
without approval from Congress or the White House. Lawmakers agreed conclusive research is needed, but the
evidence is increasing that young vetergnst si ck after deploying to K2. And i

have been exposed to burn pits all over the world, most notably Irag and Afghanistan, and VA has denied nearly 78%
of those claims as well. Former service members who spent tiki tastified on Capitol Hill in February that they
were aware of at least 400 individuals diagnosed with cancers who served at the base. They said at least 30 have died.

During a health assessment test in 2001 by the Defense Department, miitdrwas t s f ound t he base
levels of volatile organic compounds and total petroleum hydrocarbons were detected at numerous locations throughout
Stronghold Freedom, including tent city, eastern expansion area and adjacent to the aircraft maintdnanc i | i t y. 0
al so found ambient air is the fAmain concern for enviro
of vapors from exposed, subsurface fuel contaminated soils could potentially cause adverse health effects to personnel
atStonghol d Freedom if sufficient exposure circumstance
Aprohibit digging into soil contaminated with jet fuel
in which soldiers slept.

An area near the tents was found to contain pieces of depleted uranium in 2001, and external radiation measurements
in 2002 detected elevated radiation levels. K2 also had-apdrurn pits used to get rid of waste, which the VA has
post ed on mayafectvite Iskinj dyes, rfpiratory and cardiovascular systems, gastrointestinal tract and
internal organs. o0 Yet, VA officials remain unconvinced
claims for health care and disability compermatiHastings said the agency is still studying the K2 mission and how
it might have impacted the health of troops serving there. She said the study will take ab®udrzhs to complete.
She added the study i s bei nigGocoodn dsucciteendc ewittahk eas fitvientey .s.m;
she said.

Hastings also noted the Defense Department made effor
completed to reduce potential exposure and risk to service members ddhkrge In accordance with environmental
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science best practices, DoD covered contaminated ar eas
mitigate the threat of radiation hazard and fuel, 0 Has!

But lawmakers said they al@sing patience with the VA, which took decades to provide care for victims of Agent
Orange exposure during the Vietham War. Lawmakers said they fear toxic exposure isthé dodt gener ati onoé s

Orange and questioned who would criticize openingupep umpt i ve car e. AThe downsi de
veterans got <cancer from somewhere else and theydd be
downside for the government here, embrraaamuple dofveterabsonodt d

with cancer might get the treatment that might not be

Lynch and Rep. Glenn Grothman of Wisconsin, the ranking Republican on the subpanel, penned a letter to Wilkie
to request a senior VA official $&fy at the K2 hearing, which the department declined to do. The lawmakers said while
they appreciate Hastingsd medical expertise, she has |
benefits. AHundr eds of thedrieus farmsof darcer @and otbee healtll dilmepts sicee d = wii
deploying to K2 between 2001 and 2005. We believe these veterans deserve to hear directly from VA leadership about
why the department continues to deny that their illnesses are seovinected dspite the growing evidence to the

contrary, o0 the |l etter reads.

Some veterans advocates said they believe toxic exposure is likely to be a top issue inferésidentt Joe Bi de
admi ni stration since he bel i evasedHbybuwn pisexposuadrag wBen dee n 6 s
deployed there as a part of the Delaware National Guard. The issue has gained more public attention after comedian
Jon Stewart has started to lead the lobbying effort to get care to veterans suffering frasasillimded to toxic
exposure. [Source: Stars & Stripes | Steve Beynon | November 18, 2020 ++]
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Military Retirees & Veterans Events Schedule
As of 1 DEC 2020

The Military Retirees & Veterans Events Schedule is intended to seaverestop resource for retirees and veterans
seeking information about events such as retirement appreciation days (RAD), stand downs, veterans town hall
meetings, resource fairs, free legal advice, mobile outreach services, airshows, and other beoveficiadity

events. The events included on the schedule are obtained from military, VA, veterans service organizations and other
reliable retirebveterans related websites and resources.

The current Military Retirees & Veterans Events Schedulevédlable in the following three formats. After
connecting to the website, click on the appropriate state, territory or country to check for events scheduled for your
area.

1 HTML: http://www.hostmtb.org/RADs _and_Other_Retieterans Events.html
1 PDF: http://www.hostmtb.org/RADs _and_Other_Retieterans Events.pdf
1 Word: http://www.hostmtb.org/RADs_and_Other_Retiéeterans Events.doc

Note that events listed on the Military Retirees & Veterans Events Schedule may be cancelled or rescBethried.

traveling long distances to attend an event, you should contact the applicable RAO, RSO, event sponsor, etc., to ensure
the event will, in fact, be held on the déitee indicated. Also, attendance at some events may require military 1D,

VA enrollment 0 DD214. Please report broken links, comments, corrections, suggestions, new RA@sadiner

military retire@veterans related events to the Events Schedule Mandddton.Bell126@gmail.com

[Source: Retireé\Veterans Events Schedule Manager | Milton BNlbyember30, 2020 ++]
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Vet Hiring Fairs
Scheduled As ofl. DEC 2020

The U.S. Chamber of Corence 6s ( USCC) Hi ring Our Heroes program
conjunction with hundreds of their hiring fairs. These workshops are designed to help veterans and military spouses
and include resume writing, interview skills, and @meone mentoring. To participate, sign up for the workshop in
addition to registeringif( indicated) for the hiring fairs which are shown on the Hiring Our Heroes website
https://www.hiringourheroes.oifgr the next month. For details of each you should click on the city next to the date
Listings of upcoming Vet Job Fairs nationwide providing location, times, events, and registration info if required can
be found at the following websites. Note that some of the scheduled events for the next 2 to 6 weeks have been
postponed and are awaiting resdhle dates due to the current COVIB outbreak. You will need to review each
site below to locate Job Fairs in your location:

1 https://events.recruitmilitary.com

1 https://www.uschamberfoundation.org/events/hiringfairs

1 https://www.legion.org/careers/jobfairs

First Civilian Job

Forty-one percent of veterans surveyed indicatey kb their first postmilitary job within one year. Another 31%
indicated said they left their first civilian job to make ends meet and never intended to stay. Another 30% left as the
result of finding a better job, while 19% left because the jobndidalign with their expectations. Only 12% left
because the position was terminated or they were laid off. The reasons for staying at a job depend greatly on financial
and longterm opportunities in the company. Skftye percent of veterans say thaill stay at a company for better

pay, while 55% stay for a clear path of career growth. Other activities, like veteran resource groups and volunteer
activities, seem to have less impact on whether veterans remain or leave their jobs.

[Source: ReciitiMilitary, USCC, and American LegioNovembei30, 2020 ++]
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Veteran State Benefits
Virginia 2020

Thecommonwealttof Virginia provides several benefits to veteransl their families To obtain information on these
refertohe attachment t oVettState Benditi VAodor anroverviewt of thedones fisted below.
Benefits are available tactive duty andeterans who are residents of the state. For a more detailed explanation of each
of the below refer to refdo https://www.dvs.virginia.gov

1 Housing

1 Financial Assistance
1 Employment

1 Education

I Recreation
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M Burials
1 OthercommonwealthVeteran Benefits

[Source https://www.military.com/benefits/veterastatebenefits/utakstateveteransbenefits. html| November 2020
++]

VA Medical Malpractice
Update 02: S4883 H.R.3813| VA Medical Care and Liability Improvement Act

A key House bill has now also been introduced in the Senate, signaling further bipartisan support -fchayaginey
legislation aiming to protect veterans who experience medical malpractice atghgrBent of Veterans Affairslhe

Brian Tally VA Employment Trasparency Act would allow any veteran or family member who has filed a claim
against VA for damage, injury or death to be entitled to receive, within 30 days, a notice from VA about legal council,
the employment status of anyone involved in the claim(dioy whether they work for VA or are a contractor) and

the statud of limitations for the claimSens. Richard Blumenth@D-CT) and Thom Tillis(R-NC), both members of

the Veterans Affairs and Armed Services committeesoduced the bill this week.

The House versiohl.R.4526, sponsored by Rep. Mike Leyi-CA), already received a hearing at the Veterans
Affairs Committee and now iawaiting approval to advancdf the bill passes both the House and Seratgith
bipartisan support on both sijet's likely-- then it moves on to the president's desk. President Donald Trump recently
signed a slate of bills to help veterans, particularly with suicide prevention mental health concerns and frequently touts
his support for veterans and his workitaprove VA. White House chief of staff Mark Meadows, a Republican
Congressman from North Carolina before being appointed to Trump's cabinet, also has publicly supported the measure.
But there are limited legislative days left on the calendar for Contlriesgear, so lawmakers will have to act quickly.
If the bill doesn't pass this session, it will have to be reintroduced next year.

The information the bill requires VA to provide is critical for veterans if they become victims of malpractice since
the statute of limitations and rules for potential lawsuits can vary depending on the status of the employee allegedly
responsible. If veterans aren't informed, they could be left with no legal recourse and no justice for the harm done
precisely what &ppened tdhe bill's namesakeThe bill is one of two named for Marine veteran Brian Tally, who has
been working for years since he was irreparably injured byfatarVA medical malpractice to ensure what happened
to him doesn't happen to any of hidléw veterans. Now, he's anxiously awaiting the chance to make history for the
veteran community.

"I've been working for over two and a half years on this and have dedicated my life to making this change. I've been
absolutely nonpartisan and haveried successfully with both Democrats and Republicans," Tally told Connecting
Vets onl3 NOV. "This legislation isdr too important to politicize'This is about the veteran community as a whole
and I'm using my story as one example to give the voicalesice and make the VA transparent to the veterans they
serve," he said.
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In what little feedback VA provided Congress, it seemed as though the departmentikiiatigtsupport the bill,
despite the veterans and lawmakeiho already stand betd it. During the House hearing during the summer, VA
was unable to answer lawmakers' questions about bill because only one VA official was capable of answering the
question, but she could not be heard because of technical difficulties and was notllphyrgisant at the hearing.
VA's written testimony on the bill, however, said it could be difficult for the department to keep track of claims and
statutes of limitationfor veteran malpractice claim8/A, a federal agency with a budget of over $200idmil]" Levin
said during the hearing. "What makes you think it's easier for a veteran to keep track of this information, especially
without legal counsel?"

With or without VA's approval, lawmakers seem prepared to move forward with the legislatistatits to create

new policies the department wilebawfully required to follow.A Thi s bi parti san, bicamer al
gross administrative neglect and restore | egal aptions
VA contractor, 0 Blumenthal said in a statement this we:¢

notify our countryés veterans about their options when
Veterans mushave the ability to seek legal recourse in cases of medical malpractice or other neiligenecei od . 0

"Medical malpractice remains an issue at hospitals across the country, and veterans should have due process rights
if they experience malpractice, sai d Tillis. AThis bill ensures that vet
justice, whether they were treated byA employee or a contractordfl | wai t ed, ITallwwokelud have
one morning in 2016 with debilitating back p#émat left him unable to stand or walk. Like many other veterans before
him, he headed to the VA a decisiorthat changed his life forevek doctor Tally said he thought worked directly for
VA, but was actually an independent contractor, botched higmdges, delaying or denying critical care for months.
His family was forced to pay owtf-pocket for private care that eventually prompted a battery of tests and surgeries to
discover, and then fight, a borating staph infection that was destroying piss and threatening his life.

alf | waited, I wabovk)sahaveow, egdr @acfTatég in retelling his own brush

VA officials admitted that Tally received secerate care at the VA emergency mdn Loma Linda, Calif., about
56 miles outside of Los Angeles, according to documetitained by Connecting VetBut a 73yearold legal
loophole allows VA to deflect responsibility for the malpractice, leaving Tally with no legal recourse, no wa¥%to s
recompense for losing his family car, his small business anishgpitim out of work foryearsy A def erred Tal
federal tort claim, saying the VA employee responsible for the malpractice was a contractor and he had to file a state
claim. Informatian they failed to pass along to Tally until it was too late and the statute of limitations in his state had
expired, he said.

Awe nearly | ost everything,o Tally told Connecting Ve
steadilyf r om one Congressional of fice to the next to promot
sawcomingl | i ve and fButlhllyhas nevenvgwen up. ldeknowsowhat happened to him could happen

to anyone- with VA contracbrs nearly indistinguishable from normal VA employees, workinge hi nd t he VA v
he saysNow, seemingly poised to see real action taken, he can almost see the finiShvneever been angry," the
former small business owner, football and badetmach said. "This hurt my family and | really bad and people can
see my tenacious effort and my motivation through ntjoas and positive engagementl've killed them with
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kindness," he said of his advocacy for the bills in Congress. "I'm runningghist's my business. I've logged over
11,000 hours in two and a half years and have had four bill introductions to date."

Tally sees his mission as protecting other veterans now that itastéomr him to get justice."l want to be heard.
| want to be taken seriously," he continued. "I've been called to serve and | have no problem serving my country again
in this capacity. I'm certainly looking very forward to accomplishing this mission to ensure the rights and protections
of all veterans. @ce this happens, | will finally bable to close this chapter oy life, begin toheal and start to live
again."The second bill in Congress named for Tally is the Brian Tally VA Medical Care and Liability Improvement
Act which would ensure that VA hehltare contractors are subject to federal tort claims, to improve the accountability
of VA physicians.[Source: ConnectingVets.corhAbbie Bennet{ November 112020 ++]

Vet Suicide
Update 52 S4900| Improving Servicemenber Transition to Reduce VeiSuicide

U.S. Senators Sherrod Brown-@H), Richard Blumenthal (ECT), and Joni Ernst (fRA) introduced legislation to

support the mental health needs of servicemembers and veterans as they return to their local commubiigs| The

J. Harvey Jr. and Adam Lambert Improving Servicemember Transition to Reduce Veteran Suicide Adt which

was named to honor the memory of two Marines who died by suicidsuld create a pilot program to add a new
component to the Transition AssistarR@gram (TAP). Specifically the bill is designed to counsel servicemembers
about mental health, the challenges that they might face during transition and how that might affect their mental health,
and the services available to them at their local Depattoféreterans Affairs (VA) medical facility.

i We know t he-separatios it a ¢yiteead periof forsseérvicemembers and their families, and we must do
a better job at highlighting potential mental health stressors. By providing a direfdriviterans at their local VA

facilities, it helps to ensure they can connect with p
Br own. iour bil]l gets us one step closer tmeasoresddt i ng t h
address mental health issues faced by servicemembers, thereby helping to alleviate the pressure to seek care they may
not realize that they need. o

AThis bill extends a helping hand to outheomhtriyédsy s
Bl ument hal . iwebéve |l ost far too many of our nationds b
they suffered in isolation and didnét know wher® to tur

Staff Sergeant Tyler Michael Reeb, who served as a Marine Corps sniper and tragically took his own life last year.
Expanding the transition assistance program to act as
suffering of brave vetr ans | i ke Staff Sergeant Reeb and their famil

il owan and Marine Corps veteran Cpl. Adam Lambert was
friends and family. Our nation has a duty to veterans across the country and tovéebiories, a duty to ensure that
our heroes have the care and support they are promised
Sherrod Brown on this important measure to provide resources for our veterans who are adjusting to eiwatidn lif

may be facing serious challenges, 0 said Ernst.

AThis piece of I egislation is the first step toward
Our current transition program does not prepare our veterans for the griefmational and mental stressors they
will face once they leave the military. We have witnessed our failure to address the transition process in the staggering
rates of veteran suicide, substance misuse, and homelessness. By providing them with thiskveluddxdige and a
healthy support system to navigate their transition they will be more likely to succeed in thairipdst t ary | i v e
said Tom Wike, a U.S. Marine Corps veteran and social work student at Ohio State University.
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The pilot program wold be established at ten different Transition Assistance Center locations, whichtdeast
300 members annuallf/AP counseling would include discussion related to possible loss of community or identity
crises while transitioning to civilian life, agell as the five stages of grief. Servicemembers would be provided with
information regarding the mental health programs and benefits at their local VA facility. The bill would require
servicemembers to submit their medical record to VA regardless ohartibey chose to utilize benefit$he bill
would also require a social worker or mental health professional from their local VA to call the servicemember within
90 days of transitioning to set up an appointment. After an assessment, the Secretarfeasef &a VA would
assess whether to expand the pilot program after five years.

This builds orenatoBr ownés ear |l i er work to improve the transiti
introduced bipartisan legislation with U.S. Sen Mike RisifRSD), the Better Access to Technical Training,
Learning, and Entrepreneurship for Servicemembers Act (BATTLE) for Servicemembers Act, which will better
connect servicemembers with resources to secure quality education angagowdjobs as they traition from
military service to civilian life. According to a 2017 GAO report, only 14 percent of servicemembers completed at
least one additional twday training program after completing the three day required portion of TAP. Currently, TAP
training cove s a curriculum that includes sessionserven veter
employment. The BATTLE for Servicemembers Act will now supplement the current training and better tailor the
sessions to fit the needs of servicemembfBsurce: Sen. Brown Press Release | November 16, 2020 ++]

VA Website
Update 6: H.R. 1199S.3587] VA Website Accessibility Act

Help could soon be on the way thousands of disabled veteraBsth the House of Representatives Sathate have

passed a version of th# A Website Accessibility Act."The bipartisan bill directs the Secretary of Veterans Affairs

to conduct a study of all VA websites and kiosks at medical facilities. The secretary will then submit a report to
Congressand provide a plan to bring those sites into complidhde. am proud the House wil/ S
desk this legislation to eliminate barriers that prevent veterans from receiving the care and benefits they earned," said
Rep. Elaine Lura (VA02)."This bill will ensure that veterans can use the resources available on all VA websites. Our
veterans should mdave to wait one day longefThe bill now heads to President Donald Trump to be signed into

law. [Source: ABC 13 News | November 1, 2020 ++]
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Military Domestic Violence
Update 01: S4922| Military Domestic Violence Prevention Act

Two senators have introduced a bipartisan bill to improve staffing levels for a Defense Department program designed

to address domesticabe whi | e al so r ai si n gsteace amorgmditargspaus&ens.llehn pr ogr a
Cornyn (R-TX) and Kyrsten SineméD-AZ) introduced theMilitary Domestic Violence Prevention Act, which

takes aim at i mproving t hecacllrdgeam threugibbetterresturtiegnshadireg mbra mi | vy
information about its services with families and enhancing coordination between the military service branches,
according to a joinhews release from the senatdisDo me st i ¢ vi ol e n titary deserwevourfull r s i n
support as they rebuild and recover, and we owe it to
in a statement issued Thursday. iour bipartisan bil/l e
remrting on military bases, ensuring the health and saf
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The bill requires the Family Advocacy Program to report
resour ced, 0 a c cleaseal Asrofgnow, this dpdtific stafng isformagion is not reported to Congress,
according to an ai de onthe cOrdaition pfrabosymitFelivéred ehrosgp the derviceg
branches, the Family Advocacy Program addresses domestic abild@buse and neglect and problematic sexual
behavior in children and youth, according to its website. It also coordinates with military and civilian agencies to
prevent and identify abuse and provide appropriate treatment for affected service meohtiees gamilies.

Incidents reported to the program make up the information available in an annual Pentagon report on the prevalence
of domestic abuse among service members and their families. The fiscal year 2019 report, released in Aprd, stated th
Pentagon funds more than 1,950 positions in the military departments for clinical providers, domestic abuse victim
advocates, new parent support personnel and prevention staff. The report did not describe how those staffers are
divided among military ba&s or whether hfunded positions were filledl'he report also stated 7,921 of the 13,571
incidents of domestic abuse reported to the program m
violence, or a pattern of behavior resulting in ematiar psychological abuse, economic control, and/or interference
with personal liberty that is directed to a person who is a current or former spouse, a person with whom the abuser
shares a child in common or a current or former intimate partner with Wieatuser shares or has shared a common
domicile. o

There were 12 confirmed domestic abuse fatalities in 2019 involving military personnel as perpetrators or victims,
according to the Pentagon repdfewer than one in five domestic violence survivoow sefr e port t o t hei r
advocacy program, according to the senators. To raise awareness, the bill creates a pilot program to educate spouses
about it when they receive a military identification card and enroll in Defense Enrollment EligibjioytRe System,
known as DEERSThe senators cited two deaths this year of service members from their home states who told their
friends and families that they felt their safety was threatened by a peer, but did not make official reports on base.

1 Army Spc Vanessa Guillen, a Texas native, was killed in April at Fort Hood, Texas, by a fellow soldier who
her family said had previously sexually harassed her.

1 Air Force Airman 1st Class Natasha Aposhian of Arizona was shot and killed in June at Grand Forks Air
Force Base, N.D., by another airman. She had dated the man, but recently told him that she did not want to
continue seeing him, according to her parents.

Some victims choose not to report domestic violence because of community stigma and fear abmefmdimatthe

perpetrator, according to apert from the RAND Corporatiofi Ser vi ce members who put t he
shoul dnot have to fear reporting domestic violence or
the statementssued Thur sday. il n addition to funding educatio
encourage members of the military and their families to seek help while ensuring they have access to the resources
they need to heal . o

The bipartisan bilalso requires the Defense Department to produce a report on solutions to encourage reporting
and identify lessons learned that can be sharedeketgervice branches and ba3é® National Resource Center on
Domestic Violence, an organization that cotiduresearch and provides comprehensive information and resources on

domestic violence, afguded the efforts of the bili We know t hat domestic violence i ¢
statement from the center. i Wehe militasyofacek umiquer circumstancessthat vi v o r
compound their vulnerability and increase barriers to

The senators said theydve r ecei v-spkcifieaddoacysomangatidns on tF
Protect Our Defersts and the Modern Military Associatiai Americaai Far t oo oft en, service
family members do not seek help when dealing with domestic violence, resulting in serious consequences that could
have been prevent ed, d&e \wterandandlnterinmaxdcaive dizetar ef the Modarn MHitary
Association of America. AOQOur military families deserve
of violence through earl i er [Bodroec &tars & Btripesp| Rese k. Mhayeo |n , an
November 23, 2020 ++]
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Note: To check status on any veteran related legislagiorto https://www.congress.gov/bill/116thcongressfor any House oiSenate bill
introduced in the 116th Congress. Bills are listed in reverse numerical order for House and thenEskésate.normally initially assigned to
congressional committee to consider and amend before sending them on to the House as emiatde. To read the text of bills that are to he
considered on the House floor in the upcoming week refettits://docs.house.gov/floor

13

* Military *

Navy Carrier Fleet
Update 04: No margin Left | Overworked after Decadesof Overuse

Navy aircraft carrier operations are up 40 percent this year over last year, even as the service has fewer available for
tasking due to maintenance aadquisition challenges:rom January througB1 OCT,U.S. cariers had spent a
combined total of 855 days at se@58 days more than all of 2019, according to a USNI News analysis of carrier
deployments over the last five yeaiBhat heavy carrier usage makes 2020 the busiest year for the carrier fleet since
the Arab Spring, forcing some carriers to stay on station for retmrgth deployments and conduct douplenps

even as others are sidelined and éat contr i but Ee Nationdl DefensevBtratégly im dathuary 2018
called on the military to prioritizbuilding up readiness and lethality for a future fight over routinedad operations
today, giving the Navy something it hadndét had in al mo
the Middle East.To read how the Navy is attemptitmycope with itanaintenance and acquisition challenggfer to

the attachment tOverviothad slavyBQalridr Eldeio n[Sourcet USNHNewsf Megan Eckstein |
November 12, 2020 ++]

Military Force Reduction
Update 03: Afganistan & Iraq

The United States will draw down forces in Afghanistan and Iraq by Jan. 15, 2021, Acting Defense Secretary
Christopher C. Miller said7 NOV at the PentagoNiller announced the drawdown of troops to 2,500 in Afghanistan

and 2,50 in Iraq during his first appearance in the Pentagon briefing room. There are currently around 4,500 U.S.
service members iAfghanistan and 3,000 in Irahyliller, who took over as acting secretary®hOV, said the move

was made with the full concurremof military officials in the U.S. Central Command area and at the Pentagon. The
decision is in keeping with President Donald J. Trump's promise to get U.S. forces home from the "forever wars."

A senior defense official speaking on background befweeannouncement said the president has been consistent
about withdrawing forces from the countries. One precondition was that U.S. safety and security not be threatened by
the actions. The senior defense official said that certain conditions in Ira8fghanistan had to be met, but the
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official declined to enumerate thefirhe official said the U.S. forces left in both countries should be able to continue
the mission with no degradation in capabilities.

Hundreds of thousands of U.S. service membatstroops from partner nations have served in Afghanistan and
Irag. Many Americans served multiple tours. More than 6,900 Americans have been killed in these wars and more
than 52,000 have been wounded. This does not count the almost 3,000 Ameriedris kile terror strikes of Sept.
11, 2001, that began this. The@aida terror group used Afghanistan as a planning, training and staging area for the
strikes in New York, at th@entagon, and in Pennsylvanit light of these tremendous sacrificesdanith great
humility and gratitude to those who came before us, | am formally announcing that we will implement President
Trump's orders to continue our repositioning of forces from those two countries," Miller said. "This is consistent with
our establishd plans and strategic objectives, supported by the American people, and does not equate to a change in
policy or objectives.”

Miller said Trump's decision is based on continuous engagement with his national security cabinet over the past
several moths. "We will execute this repositioning in a way that protects our fighting men and women, our partners
in the intelligence community and diplomatic corps, and our superb allies that are critical to rebuilding Afghan and
Iragi security capabilities andwii society for lasting peaceaitroubled lands,” Miller saidMiller said he has spoken
to Afghan and Iragi officials and NATO Setaey General Jens Stoltenberghe decision is not irreversible, Miller
said. "If the forces of terror, instability, divis1 and hate begin a deliberate campaign to disrupt our efforts, we stand
ready to ally the capabilities required to thwart them," Miller saMou can listen to his announcement at
https://cdn.dvidshub.net/media/video/2011/DOD_108067050/DOD_10806/AIX7202765k.mp4  [Source:

DOD Newg Jim Garamong¢Novemberl7, 2020++]
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Military Cellphone Use

Are Phoneless Deploymentthe Future for Marines?

U.S. Marine secures a personal cellphone during Combined Marine Component Command, Command Post Exercise at the 11l Marine
Expeditionary Force Entry Control Point (ECP) on Camp Mujuk, Republic of Korea (ROK), March 19, 2015.

Cellphones have beconmverywherein the modern U.S. military. It is how word is passed and how Marines pass
time after hurrying up to waiBut against a sophisticated enemy, the signals given off by cellphones could give away

a unitods posit 0 betargeted by longangs weapgom&hmn 3500 paratroopers with the 82nd
Airborne Division deployed to the Middle East in early 2020 as tensions rose between Iran and the U.S., the soldiers
were barred from bringing their cellphones.

The Marine Cops likely would copy in future deployments, Lt. Gen. Brain Beaudreault, commander of Il Marine
Expeditionary Force, told reportel8 NOV.f | wi | | put out a MEF order on an |
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absolute control, 0 t hagtheoMERmlaveldsecise his ariit flist complete@he ekérdse u s s
si mul ated an aptetearcok afdrvoemm saa rfiyn teemgrBuropes Beaudraaultesbidlayge part No r
of the exercise was avoiding detection by the enemy by using distributeatiops and hiding the electronic signals

a large moderndfrce is bound to be emittinBuring the exercise cellphones were banned within the operating space
as the MEF attempted to avoid detection by the-pear, Beaudreault said.

i We c anelyarbascokl ustown, 0 t hfel tc@snmaardeéer stao ddo t han say, bt
requires education and understanding that this is no |
exxt signal s, 0 IB20&a8uhd mibtaryubbhnined &itbits andl other fitness tracking apps from deployed
service members who were deploying after a fithess app revealed the details of lifee dor leployed service
membersEver since the military has considered restricting e af cellphones in places likee Pentagon and on
deployment.Eventually then Defense Secretary Jim Mattis opted to allow cellphones in the Penf8garce:
MarineCorpsTimesRhilip Athey | November 16, 2020 ++]
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Navy Retentian
Update 02: Voluntary Separations to be Offered to Some

The Navy will allow some enlisted sailors serving in overstaffed jobs to apply to leave the service before the end of

their enlistment condict, the service has announc@&tle Navy hopes grantimgpme enlisted sailors an early release

from their enlistment commitment will ensure promotion opportunities for sailors who intend to remain in the Navy

without forcing people from the service involuntarily, according to a service news release. Eadticepavill be

considered on a cafy-case basis, the servicesdidAs t he Navy has grown over receni
at specific pay grades have become overmanned due to h
t he Nalviyédfs of personnel, wrote in a Nov. 19 memorandun
all owing for a flexible marketplace of talent manageme.]

The Navy will publish further information about sailors who might be considered forsegidyation in the coming
weeks. Such information including identification of overstaffed jobs and year groups will be posted on the Navy
Personnel Commandebsite, the Navy release saidfficials said the Navy will offer several paths to early
separatios, but they expect most to be granted via the recently reestablished Early Enlisted Transition Program, which
grants early separations on a ficsime, firsts er ved basi s based on qgquotas deter mi
group and skills.

Othe pathways would allow enlisted sailors to request early separation to go to college, to pursue a commission
or a change to another service. Sailors who intend to commission or transfer military services would have to apply for
a fAcondi t i o chacanonlybé appreved bydNawy Personnel Command, the service said. Sailors interested
in those possibilities should submit requests to that command through their commanding cffieling to the
memo.Sailors facing forced rating changes with lesmtla year left in the service would also be able to apply for
early separation, according to the service. Those sailors would have to request to be separated immediately and would
forfeit any bonuses that required them to complete the full terms of thisitmeent.

The Navy is also encouraging sailors who might apply for early separation to consider instead a transfer to the
Reserve or a change in specialfy. Al | sailors considering early out opti
conversiontmt her ratings for which they are eligible and quz:
counselors and enlisted community managers are available resources for determining the ratings for which a sailor is
best s[SourtesSthrssd Stripes|Corey Dickstein | November 25, 2026]
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Navy Terminology, Jargon & Slang

6Pork Swordodé thru 6Puzzle Pal ace

Every profession has its own jargon and the Navy is no exception. Since days of yore the military in general, and sailors
in particular, have often had a rather pithy (dare say
in these politically correct ti mes, but to Bowdlerize
history. The tradibns and origins remain. While it attempted to present things with a bit of humor, if you are easily
offended this may not be for you. You have been warned.

Note: 'RN' denotes Royal Navy usage. Similarly, RCN = Royal Canadian Navy, RAN = Royal Audti@aigrRM = Royal Marines, RNZN 5
Royal New Zealand Navy, UK = general usage in militaries of the former British Empire

Pork Sword i (RNZN) Penis

PostStall Gyration i The behavior of an aircraft immediately following a DEPARTURE; a period of uncommanded
(and uncontrollable) roll, pitch, and yaw excursions while the aircraft is deciding whether it wants to fly or not.

Port and Starboard i (1) Watch schedule where one stands 6 (or four or eight) hours on, the same amount of time off
watch, then back on welt. Aka "Port and Stupid.” (2) Before ships had rudders, they were steered by an oar which
was positioned on the quarter. This side was known as the "steer board side" which, over time, was corrupted to
"starboard side." For a long time, the other sida ship was known as the "larboard" side, even into the 1700s. This

led to confusion and difficulty in giving orders during storms, etc., where it might be easily confused between starboard
and larboard. Since the larboard side was also the side of thet whssh was placed against a pier or dock, it became
known as the "port" side, i.e. when you went into port, that side of the ship was against the pier.

PQS - Personnel Qualification System. A method of formalizing and tracking the qualification progp=msonnel
toward watchstation certification. Often abbreviated as 'Qual System'. Used by all warfare specialties, but has reached
its ultimate in the submarine service.

Prairie - A noisemasking system which pumps air out of holes in a screw blagelt@e cavitation noises.
Pressure Hulli The watertight, presswtgearing structure that makes up the living and working area of a submarine.

Probe and Droguei An airto-a i r refueling system which involves an i
extended at the end of a long hose trailed by the tanker aircraft. The receiving aircraft maneuvers so that its refueling
probe enters the basket.

ProWordiRadi o procedure word. Used to standardize 6éand exp
("1 am finished speaking now, and expect you to reply")
misused term in Hollywood, it means "l am finished speaking and do not require an answer or acknowledgement back").

Pucker Factor - A measure of the stressfulness of a situation, determined by the amount of muscle tension registered

in onebs rectum. Hi gh pucker factor events are wusually
Pukei People, or person. "What are those pukes up"tdd™e 6 s a dri fty puke, i snét he?"
Pul | 7 (&vaton) To maneuver in such a way that centrifugal acceleration adds to the force of gravity.

Pumpkin Suit T Orange exposure suit worn by topside watchstanders aboard U.S. submarines.
Punch Elvis- Eject.

Purchase Cable- The part of the arresting gear that connects the CRQEBSK PENDANT to the arresting engines
belowdecks.
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Pusser, pussers (RN) (1) Supply officer. (2) Anyone who goes 'by the book'. (3) Of or belonging to the Royal Navy.
The term isa corruption of "Purser".

Pusser Neats (RCN) Royal Navy issue rum, rarely seen but a few bottles still exist. Aka 'Blue Label Rum’, ‘Instant
Stupid.’

Puzzle Palace (1) The Pentagon or, more generally, headquarters of any sort. (2) (RM) The m#mesfam any
UK camp.

[Source: http://hazegray.org/faqg/slangl.htlovember 30, 2020 ++]

* Military History *

HISTORY

Taps

How It Originated

- Q)

The origins of fATaps, 0 tdt.S. dilitayfunerastandimemobalsgrides arigis o dy p | @
signalat 2100 hrs (9:00 PM)o soldiers at night, date back to the American Civil War. In July 1862, U.S. General

Dani el Butterfield and his bri gadecupesting after thenpeeed Days Harr
Battles near Richmond. Dissatisfied with the standard bugle call employed by the Army to indicate to troops it was

time to go to sleep, and thinking the call should sound more melodious, Butterfield reworked an exigéirgalbu

used to signal the end of the day. After he had his brigade bugler, Private Oliver Wilcox Norton, play it for the men,
buglers from other units became interested in thad@d tune and it quickly spread throughout the Army, and even

caught on wi the Confederates.

Not l ong after Butterfield created ATaps, 0 it was pl
cannoneer Kkilled in action. The mands commanding of fic
safet han the traditional firing of three rifle volleys o0
the nearby enemy as an attack. As for the name ATaps, 0
prior t oslBgédcaletheflighsludd call was foll owed by three drum |
we |l | as fiThe Tapso and then simply fAiTaps. o When Butterf
ATaps, 0 although tnhikerwasacarmrun anfgf itoi a@lTapes o hi stori an
notes that Butterfieldds bugle call was officially kno
1891. Since that time, @ATapadofds mbtanhfaneralsbeen a for mal ly

The tune is also sometimes known as "Butterfield's Lullaby", or by the first line of the lyric, "Day Is Daps".
is a bugle cali a signal, not a song. As such, there is no associated lyric. Many bugle callsrdachgsociated with
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them as a mnemonic device but these are not lyrics. A Horace Lorenzo Trim wrote a set ofntenaisdi to
accompany the music:

Day is done, gone the sun,
From the lake, from the hills, from the sky;
All is well, safelyrest, God is nigh.

Fading light, dims the sight,
And a star gems the sky, gleaming bright.
From afar, drawing nigh, falls the night.

Thanks and praise, for our days,
‘Neath the sun, 'neath the stars, neath the sky;
As we go, his we know, God is nigh.

Sun has set, shadows come,
Time has fled, Scouts must go to their beds
Always true to the promise that they made.

While the light fades from sight,
And the stars gleaming rays softly send,
To thy hand we our souls, Lord, commend.

Today at Berkel ey Pl antati on, t he historic estate
commemorating the origins of fATapso at the site. Ber ke
Hari son V, a signer of the Declaration of Independence,

[Source: https://www.history.com/newiElizabeth Nix| August 22 2018 ++]
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USS LehighGrounding
Civil War Action

photo (left & right) shows sailors standing in fr
USS Lehigh in Trent's Reach, James River, Va (center)

On Nov. 16, 1863, thieoncladUSS Lehigh, a Union monitor ship caneethe aid of soldiers on Morris Island, South
Carolina. The soldiers were being fired on from long range by Confederate troops at Fort Moultrie on Sullivan's Island
near Charleston, South Carolifihe Lehigh and other ironclad ships in the area were eddercover approaches to

the Union position from the water in case the Confederateisdad to launch a boat attagke Lehigh's commander

ordered its crew to anchor the ship by sundown, but flood tides that night moved the ship and groundeddban a san

The movement also put the ship within range of Confederate guns. The enemy realized this change in circumstance at
daybreak, so several of their batteries started blasting the ship from 2,300 yards away.
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The Lehigh was a sitting duck. Hundreafsrounds hit the ironclad, including six that broke through the deck's
armor. One strike to the hull started a leak that Igire inches of water per houl.wo other ironclads, the Nahant
and the Montauk, came to the Lehigh's rescuteytdo tow it off the sandbar. Crewmembedrsland, a Savannah,
Georgia, native; and Irving, a young man who had immigrated to New York from England, were tasked with taking a
small boat to the Nahant to pass a line over to begin the towing process. Navy assistantWilligeo Longshaw
went with them.

Leland and Irving rowed as cannon and mortar shells whizzed past them; meanwhile, Longshaw carried and
handed to the Nahant's crew members the lines of the thick ropes, known as hawsers, that would be ued to tow
ship. They twice succeeded in passing the hawsers under heavy fire, butmesthenhemy guns cut the lines.
Eventually, casualties were reported on the Lehigh, so Longshaw had to go to the aid of the wounded. That's when
three more sailors steppe@ to make a third attempt: Young, an-yéarold from Calais, Maine; Williams, an
Irishman living in Pennsylvania; and Gile, a-y#arold from North Andover, MassachusettsThis attempt
succeeded. Within about an hour, the line the men took to the Nalibauat the Lehigh off the sandbar, getting it out
of its precarious position.

Seven men on the Lehigh were wounded during the assault. That number likely would have been much higher if it
weren't for the brave efforts of the five men who seduheship's move to freedonk.eland, Irving, Young, Williams
and Gile were all praised for their courage and each received the Medal of Honor, as well as a promotion to the next
rate. Unfortunately, Longshaw wasn't eligible for the high honor because sfdiiss as a medical officer. Enlisted
sailors were the only men who could receive the award until 1915 when officers became aigiltielidn't take
long for the Lehigh to recover. It was repaired and returned to action by January 1864.

As for its five saviors? Leland moved to Maine after the war and lived until March 1880. Young returned to the
St. Croix Valley in Maine and lived until 1913. Williams returned to life in Philadelphia; he died in May 1893. It's
unclear what Irving diafter thewar or when he diedGile, the youngest of the men, remained in the Navy and served
on three other ships. He joined the Army after the war ended, according to his hometown newspaper, the Eagle
Tribune, and died in his hometown in March 1898ource: DOD News| Katie Langel Novemberl6,2020 ++]
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Nuremburg Trials
Update 01: German Admiral Karl Doenitz

Why did German Admiral Karl Doenitz only receive a-igar prison sentence at the Nuremberg trials while his
military co-defendats Generals Alfred Jodl driVilhelm Keitel were executed? He had a better lanyeenitz had
the best lawyer, and it showdgkfore the International Military Tribunal at Nuremberg, D6nitz was indicted as a major
war criminal on three counts:

1 Count 1-- Conspiracy ® Commit Crimes Against Peace,

1 Count 2-- Planning, Initiating And Waging Wars Of Aggressioand

1 Count 3-- Crimes Against The Laws Of War.

Donitz was notndicted on a fourth count of crimes against humar@ito Kranzbuhler hache unprecedented task
of defending Nazi Germanyo6s | ast R Eranebiitdep maties hiscpresertice ( Pr e s
known immediately. In his first court appearance, he appeared before the International Tribunal in his full Kriegsmarine
uniform, indicating that if the Navy head were on trial, it would be the Navy that would defend him. This entrance
caught not only the attention of the members of the court but also a group of Russian guards who immediately
confroned Kranzbuhler with theirrens.
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Admiral Karl Doenitz and his attorney Otto Kranzbiihler

The indictments made against DoOnitz bothered Kranzbihler a great deal. As a result, he wanted to make it
immediately clear to the Tribunal that, though on the losing side of the wat, 26dis acti ons were not
indictments brought against him. Kranzbihler argued that if the Grand Admiral of the German Navy was to be tried,
he should be addressed by the court with the respect he deserved as a military leader. While tit@r poseading
Chief Prosecutor Robert Jackson) and judges at Nuremberg continued to address the defendant without any recognition,
Kranzb¢hler always referred to D°nitz as Grand Admiral

As for Count 1 of the indictment (nepiracy to commit a crime under international law), Kranzbihler demonstrated
rather easily that DAnitz was not privy to the conspiracy to commit crimes against the peace. Kranzbihler showed that
Donitz was not present at the important war planning condere rather, he was performing strictly tactical duties
regarding Germanyo6és naval war efforts. The Tribunal ag.|

As for Count 2 of the indictment (Planning, initiating, and waging wars of aggreskimrjzbihler once again
relied on the fact that Donitz was not present to plan or initiate a particular type of war because he was merely
performing tactical duties and not present at the war planning conferences. The Tribunal, as it did in Count 1, agree
with this conclusion. However, arguing that Dénitz did not wage of war of aggression would be a difficult assignment

for Kranzbg¢hl er. I n |l ater writings, Kranzbe¢hler noted t
was never adea@ely defined. The tBoat arm was the principal part of the German fiegith its submarines sinking
millions of tons of allied and neutral shipping. Do ni t

Kranzbg¢hl er ar gdiens wetelcensiste Withithe adliens &f a successful Admiral during war.
Nevertheless, the Tribunal found that Donitz was active in waging an aggressive war.

As for Count 3 of the indictment, (crimes against the laws of wawaorcrime$, Donitz was specifically charged
with waging unrestricted submarine warfare contrary to the Naval Protocol of 1936 to which Germany &cceded
particularly that (1) Donitz orderetié German tBoat arm to attack both enemy and neutral merchant ships without
warning and that (2) Donitz issued orders not to rescue survivors from ships attacked by submarine.

In reference to the charge of waging unrestricted submarine warfatenerehant ships, Donitz argued that he
ordered the attack of merchant ships because his reports indicated that British merchant ships were armed, attacking
submarines on sight, and being used to transmit information. To defend Donitz against thehethangkets to sink
merchant vessels were illegal, Kranzbihler brilliantly presented to Fleet Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, commander of
the United States Pacific Fleet, an interrogatory in which he extracted various items of information about American
naval pactice. Nimitz answered questions describing the practice of the United States Navy concerning submarines
and merchant ships, especially when a submarine crew had no way of knowing whether or not the ship was armed. The
answers made it clear that the Gampractice of attacking merchant ships was indistinguishable from American

practice. Kranzbg¢hler used the interrogatory finot to al
argue that what his client had dénehich was paralleled by ¢hactions of the American Admirfalwas in accordance
with the practice of war at sea at the ti me, and there
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dexterity, the Tribunal did not hold Doénitz guilty for his conduct of submarineaneegainst British armed merchant
ships (nevertheless, the Tribunal did find that the sinking of neutral ships was a violation of the Protocol).

Donitz was also accused of waging unrestricted submarine warfare for issuing orders not to resaus fomiv
ships attacked by submarinespecifically War Order No. 154 in 1939 and another similar order after the Laconia
incident in 1942. Kranzbuhler crafted a defense that the security of the submarine is paramount to rescue and that to
risk the submarie to rescue survivors from ships would be contrary to typical naval behavior. Yet, unlike in the
merchant ship argument, Kranzbtihler was unable to attain an affidavit from Allied Forces that Americans had done
the same even though they arguably did. Agesult, by issuing these two orders Ddnitz was found guilty of causing
Germany to be in breach of the Second London Naval Treaty of 1936.

Kranzbuhler did not defend Donitz on count 4 (crimes against humanity) because Ddnitz was not indicted regard
this countNevertheless, in light of the interrogatories induced by the brilliant lawyering of Kranzbihler, the Tribunal
did not assess a sentence for D°nitzds CounAsa#elultbr each
of Kranzbihtr 6 s crafty | egal dexterity, the Tribunal did not
against British armed merchant ships (nevertheless, the Tribunal did find that the sinking of neutrakshipelation
of the Protocol)Ddnitz was sentenced to 10 years in prigosolely for his conviction related to waging a war of
aggression. Once agai n, D°nitzés order to conduct unr e
sentence; however, this was still the main reagloy most judges wanted him convicteBldmiral Nimitz supported
his defense with an affidavit that the Allies had engaged in unrestricted submarine warfare in the Pacific.

Donitz served ten years in Spandau Prison plus the additional 18 monthsdpehidt Mondorf and Nuremberg
while awaiting trial and being tried. If it were not for the efforts of Kranzbtihler, particularly in respect to his defense
related to Count #3, Donitz would have likely served a much longer sentence or perimaipavevbeesentenced to
death.Even though Ddnitz received only ten years, Kranzbihler was bothered by the ultimate verdict. Remarking on

the conviction, he noted that #AThis conviction was bor
politcalrr asons. 0 According to Kranzb¢ghler years | ater, fAAs
Allied control office to nullify the verdict. o

Despite all of Nuremberg's negative aspects, Kranzbuhler did note the importance andrsigrofitlae Nuremberg
Trials. According to Kranzbtihler, the British would have summarily shot the principal leaders of the Third Reich. The
Russians would have adhered to the same principle, only multiplying the victims. But the United States insisted that
expiation be sought and found by judicial proceedings. In this regard, Kranzbihler concluded that the International
Military Tribunal proceedings discharged the tensions betvikervictors and the vanquished. [SourddSSVI
Tuscon Base | November 17 220++]
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WWII Italian Sub Performance
Why 100 Submarine Fleet Do So Little

At the joining of hostilities in June 1940, Italy had 115 submarines, of which 84 were operational; however, ten were
lost in the first twenty days of actiopartly due to flaws in quality, inadequate training, and partly due to reckless
bravado. After that, the Italians never had more than 25 to 30 boats at sea at any one time. The commander of the
Italian submarine fleet on June 10, 1940, was Admiral Maalarigola, who was replaced by Admiral Antonio
Legnani in December 1941.

Soon after June 1940, a submarine force was dispatched to the Atlantic, honoring Germany's commitment to
helping in the Atlantic campaign. Cotlamed BETASOM, this force was stated at Bordeaux in occupied France.
Thirty-two boats in total served in the Atlantic, equaling the German numbers at the time. Half of them later returned
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to the Mediterranean or were converted to transports for operations to the Far East. The timigames operating
in the Atlantic overall sank 109 allied merchant ships totaling 593,864 tons.

In the Mediterranean, the submarine force suffered heavily in intenssuntiarine warfare and attacks on heavily
guarded convoys and naval formatioResults were modest, with only 21 merchantmen and 13 enemy warships sunk
(for a total around 100,000 tons); one reason for such a disappointing score was the lack of targets (with most of them
being hardeto-hit warships, and the merchant ships beingearsbber escort). Another was the outdated doctrine
employed at the beginning of the war (with static patrols and attacks being executed, firing only one or two torpedoes).
However, this aspect was being corrected by 1942 (as proven during OperatioalPetiest more aggressive and
dynamic conduct met with considerable success).

In 1943 at Italyés surrender, the Regia Marina had 314
thirds of their number). During the conflict, 88 submasinsome twadhirds of its total strength, were lost. Three
thousand twentpne men of the Italian submarine service were lost at sea during the war. [Source: USSVI Tucson
Base | G. Arnould | November 18, 2020 ++]
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Battle of Saipan

Rather than Surrender Japanese Ordered to Commit Suicide

War inevitably equals mass casualties, whether numbering in the dozens or the hundreds, or the hundreds of thousands
- this truth that has accompanied war for thousands of years. A generalyexttact is that these casualties, whether

civilian or military, are usually the direct result of enemy soldiers attacking, disease, and famine in the wake of an
invasion. Sometimes, however, other means account for mass deaths in war. Such waofl®agzmes Battle in

the Second World War when it became apparent that Americans would take the island. Around one thousand Japanese
civilians - men, women, and children, old and yourttagically chose to take their own lives rather than surrender.

The Battle of Saipan began on June 15, 1944, when around 8,000 US Marines landed on Saipan's island on the first
day of the invasion. Naval bombardment of the island had started two days earlier on the 13th and had some effect in
weakening Japanese defes. Still, no amount of shelling could shake the Japanese soldiers' resolve. As soon as the
Marines started their amphibious landing, they were met with ferocious resistance from soldiers who had been
conditioned to do only two things: win or die. Thehfigpg was intense, with every inch of territory on the 185 square
kilometer island that was wrested from Japanese control being won at the expense of many American lives. The
Americans had learned many lessons from their earlier invasions of the Jaqartesied islands of Tarawa,
Kwajalein, and Eniwetok, and they put this knowledge to use on Saipan. As hard as the Japanese fought to repel the
invaders, the US Marines fought with equal fervor and grit, determined to take the island.

The ferocious ifjhting saw acts of brutality on both sides. Owing to the island's topography, with its many
mountains and caves, retreating Japanese troops could take cover in ravines, cliffs, and caves and use them to ambush
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the Marines, often with devastating results retaliation, Marines took to clearing out caves with flamethrowers,
sometimes not checking first to see if they were occupied by Japanese troops or Japanese civilians, of which there was
a sizable population on the island. The Japanese soldiers exaddHhgaproblem of getting noncombatants killed by
deliberately using civilians as decoys in their ambushes. Emotions were running high on both sides as the battle
progressed. After a few weeks of fighting, it was obvious that the Japanese had lostethBybtite end of June, the
remaining Japanese forces and civilians had been corralled into the island's norti\deariphile, out at sea, US

naval forces decimated the Imperial Japanese Navy, sinking three aircraft carriers along with the huaulceaf of

on board. Any hopes that the Japanese troops may have had for relief were dashed.

Most other nations, in such a position, would have surrendered at this point. Not the Japanese, though. Emperor
Hirohito, who the Japanese revered as a dgaij issued what was to be a tragically fateful imperial order when word
reached him that Saipan was sure to be lost. The order stated that all Japanese sitidiems and civilians alike
on Saipan were to commit suicide rather than surrender tatiegidans. To the average Westerner, raised in a secular
nation, such an order would seem utterly insane. However, Ye¥lJapanese were raised in a culture in which ritual
suicide was a perfectly acceptable, rational means to avoid dishonor, reveraeediagd restore disrupted social
order. The concept manifested itself in wartime Japan through kamikaze and banzai attacks against their enemies, as
well as seppuku suicides by officers who lost battles, which was called kakuro no jisatsu ("suicidef)res

Accordingly, LieutenantGeneral Yoshisugu Saito ordered all the remaining Japanese troops on the island to amass
and die in honor of the Emperor, in a mass banzai charge at the American forces. In what was to be the largest banzai
charge offlie entire war, 4,000 Japanese troop&h the most abldodied at the front, down to the sick and wounded
at the rear, hobbling or limping along without weapons, along with a number of civilians carrying improvised bamboo
spears engaged the American Maes and Army forces in a suicidal frontal charge. The ensuing battle lasted fifteen
hours, and almost all of the Japanese troops were kitletdhot before they killed or wounded 650 American soldiers.

The banzai charge took place on 7 JUL, and orBthe Admiral Turner made the announcement that Saipan was
officially in American hands.

Saito and the other senior Japanese officers who remained committed seppuku in a cave with their swords. After a
month of fierce fighting, the American troops,aw of battle, though it was finally over. However, there was no relief
from killing and brutality for the Americans, thoughdeed, some of the worst horrors they would witness lay ahead.
Not only had the revered Emperor Hirohito ordered the civiliansotmmit shodan jiketsu ("mass suicide"), but the
Imperial Japanese Army had also spread terrifying propaganda about what would befall Japanese civilians should they
fall into American hands. According to the propaganda, they could expect to be rapgddttstdeath, or even
cannibalized by the savage enemy.

As the Americans pressed onward after their military takeover, the remaining Japanese civilians started to put the
emperor's fateful order into action. Many suicides took place at Marpi Roitiie northern tip of the island. Here,
hundreds of people jumped to their deaths from two high clitiser named Suicide Cliff and Banzai Cliff. Entire
families leaped to their death. Sometimes the parents would slit their children's throatshbedareytthem over the
edge and then following them to their doom. Other individuals and families simply walked into the ocean until the
waves swallowed them. Other groups huddled together around grenades they obtained from Japanese soldiers, with
one perso pulling the pin.

In a desperate attempt to stop the senseless deaths, American troops got captured Japanese civilians to shout out to
their compatriots over loudspeakers, assuring them that the Americans would treat them kindly if they surrendered
and give them food and shelter. Some chose to surrender after hearing this, but others remained stubbornly steadfast
in their fanatical commitment to their emperor and took their own liagsl the lives ofheir loved onesregardless.

There is no offi@l count of how many civilians took their own lives at the end of Saipan's Battle, but estimates usually
range from 800 1000 civilian deaths by suicide. It was one of the many great tragedies of a war that was marked by
mass deaths of combatants and-nombatants alike.
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Today, the mass suicides have become a place that many Japanese visits on a pilgrimage to console the souls of
the dead. Local islanders say that no white birds lived on the cliffs prior to the war, but now they are full affflocks
them- and each white bird, they believe, represents the soul of a person who tragically lost their livdS thece:

Together We served | Battlefield Chronicles | November 2020 ++]
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WWI Battle of Cambrai

First Successful $e of the Tank

The Battle of CambrakQ NOVi 7 DEC 1917)was a British attack followed by the biggest German cotattack
against the British Expeditionary Force since 1914, in the First World War. The town of Camiwahern France
was an imprtant supply point for the Germatindenburg Lineand capture of the town and the nearby Bourlon Ridge
would threaten the rear of the German line to the north. Major General Heshoy, @ommander, Royal Artillergf
the 9th (Scottish) Division, advocatéte use of new artillerinfantry techniques on his sector of the front. During
preparations, J. F. C. Fuller, a staff officer with the Tank Corps, looked for places to use tanks fdarheids.
commander of the British Third Army, decided to combine Ipdtins. The French and British armies had used tanks
in mass earlier in 1917, althgli to considerably less effect.

Appreciating the futility of using tanks in the Flanders swamps, the officers of the British Tank Corps looked for
an area where theypuld achieve some measure of success. Their chief General Staff officer, Col. J.F.C. Fuller, drew
up a project for a largscale raid to scour acamalncl osed fApocketo on the front S0
rolling downland lent itself to tank movemnt. The basic idea was to release a swarm of tanks without any preparatory
bombardment to avoid warning the enemy of the impending attack. Withiabey horror ofthe previousBattle of
Passchendaele demonstrating the need for fresh tactics on thenArasiet, the British Command adopted the
scheme. While retaining Full er 6s -fledgediofeensivednéthafareachingey t r an
aims (including the capture of Cambrai itself and a thrust totterdtrategicallylocated ciy of Valenciennes)for
which they did not have the resources because of the drain of Passchendaele.

The operation would be carried out by the Third Army under Gen. Sir Julian Byng in order to relieve pressure on
the French front. The offensivecosisi ed of an assault against t-rhilefroGter mans 6
some 8 miles west of Cambrai. Nineteen British divisions were assembled for the offensive, supported by tanks (476
in all, of which about 378 were fighting tanks; the rest wengplky and service vehicles) and five horsed cavalry
divisions. The British armoured force was moved into position at night, so as to avoid detection by German aerial
reconnaissance craft. Moreover, cloudy weather limited air operations during the daye Fatial attack, eight
British divisions were launched against three German divisions.

Attacking by complete surprise @ NOV, the British tanks ripped through German defenses in depth and took
some 7,500 prisoners at low cost in casualties.vidather intervened, however, so that the cavalry could not exploit
the breakthrough, and adequate infantry reinforcements were not made available in time to exploit the initial success.
By 29 NOVthe offensive had been haltedesifin advance of about Gles. On 30 NOVthe German Second Army,
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launched a counterstroke with 20 divisions against the flanks of the salient created by the British advance. In the north
the attack wadeflected but in the south it broke through, and a disaster for the Britistawarted only by the superb
counterattack, first by the Guards Division and later by a tank brigadg.mCthe British had been driven back

almost to their original positions.

Casualtiesor the British totaled’5,6810f which 10,042werekilled plus the loss 0179 tanks Casualtiedor the
Germans totale&4,7200f which 8,817werekilled. Despite the British failure to exploit the initial success of their
tanks, the battle demonstrated that armour was the key to a decision on the Westerhheranitial British success
showed that even the strongest trench defenses could be overcome by a surprise attack, using a combination of new
methods and equipment, reflecting a general increase in the British capacity to combine infantry, @rkiegnd
aircraft in attacksThe German revival after the shock of the British attack improved German morale but the potential
for similar attacks meant that the Germans had to divert resourcestarddiefences and weapons, an extra demand
that the Gemans could ill afford to meefthe German counteattack showed the effectiveness of artillery, trench
mortars and evolving stormtrooper tactics

[Source: https://www.britannica.am/event/Battleof-Cambrai1917| November 20, 2020 ++]
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WWII Rationing

Americans Were Askedto Conserveon Everything.

The Second World War seems like a very, *very* long time ago to many young people today. It was a war against
tyranny, against Nazism and Fascism. The United States and its allies organized themselves to oppose Hitler,
Mussolini and their partners. The stories of bravery and sacrifice on the battlefields, on the sea, and in the air fill
volumes of books in librariedHowever, the people on the homefront made their own contributions. In addition to
working in the many industries supporting the war effort, all Americans made sacrifices through rationing of many
precious commodities.

During the First World War, lib German and the United Kingdom instituted some form of food rationing. The
United States did not have food rationing in World War I. Through slogans such as "Food Will Win the War,"
"Meatless Mondays," and "Wheatless Wednesdays," the United States Houdisirationi under future U.S.
President Herbert Hoovérreduced natinal consumption by 15 perceBly the summer of 1941 the Office of Price
Administration believed, however, that with factories converting to military production and consuming itiealy cr
supplies, rationing would become necessary if the country entered World War Il. It established a rationing system
after the Pearl Harbor attack. The entire country was concerned with a shortage of rubber for tires since the Japanese
quickly conquerd the rubbesproducing regions of Southeast Asia.
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War Ration Book No. 3, tank stamp, circa 1943 (left), waiting in line at the Rationing Board office, New Orleans, LA in Marcbf 1943

(center), and Ration coins, circa 1944 (roght), used as chanige ration stamps

52| Page


https://www.britannica.com/event/Battle-of-Cambrai-1917

Although synthetic rubber had been invented in the years preceding the war, it had been unable to compete with
natural rubber commercially, so the US did not have enough manufacturing capacity at the start of the war to make
syntheic rubber. Throughout the war, rationing of gasoline was motivated by a desire to conserve rubber as much as
by a desire to conserve gasolifiéres were the first item to be rationed by the OPA, which ordered the temporary end
of sales on December 11,40 while it created 7,500 unpaid, volunteer thpeeson tire ration boards around the
country. By January 5, 1942 the boards were ready. Each received a monthly allotment of tires based on the number
of local vehicle registrations, and allocated thenpipliaants based on OPA rules.

The War Production Board (WPB) ordered the temporary end of all civilian automobile sales on January 1, 1942,
leaving dealers with one half million unsold cars. Ration boards grew in size as they began evaluatingjlautomo
sales in February (only certain professions, such as doctors and clergymen, qualified to purchase the remaining
inventory of new automobiles). Automobile factories stopped manufacturing civilian models by early February 1942
and converted to producingnks, aircraft, weapons, and other military products, with the United States government
as the only customer. By June 1942 companies also stopped manufacturing for civilians' metal office furniture, radios,
phonographs, refrigerators, vacuum cleanershivg machines, and sewing machines.

Civilians first received ration bookis War Ration Book Number One, or the "Sugar Bobldn May 4, 1942,
through more than 100,000 schoolteachers, PTA groups, and other volunteers. A national speed limlesf@s mi
hour was imposed to save fuel and rubber for tires. Later that month volunteers again helped distribute gasoline cards
in 17 Atlantic and Pacific Northwest states. To get a classification and rationing stamps, one had to appear before a
local War Rice and Rationing Board which reported to the OPA. Each person in a household received a ration book,
including babies and small children who qualified for canned milk not available to others. To receive a gasoline ration
card, a person had to certify aad for gasoline and ownership of no more than five tires. All tires in excess of five
per driver were confiscated by the government, because of rubber shortages.
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A gasoline sticker on a care (left) and Basic Mileage Ration Class A card, for a 1934 ityuth

An AAbsticker on a car was the lowest priority of gasoline rationing and entitled the car owner to 3 to 4 gallons of
gasoline per week. B stickers were issued to workers in the military industry, entitling their holder up to 8 gallons of
gasoine per week. C stickers were granted to persons deemed very essential to the war effort, such as ministers,
doctors, mail carriers, and railroad workers. T rations were made available for truckers. Lastly, X stickers on cars
entitled the holder to unlimet supplies and were the highest priority in the system. Police, firemen, and civil defense
workers were in this category.

As of April 1, 1942, anyone wishing to purchase a new tube of toothpaste had to turn in an empty one. Sugar was
the first conemer commodity rationed, with all sales ended on April 27, 1942 and resumed eight days later with a
ration of one half pound per person per week, half of normal consumption. Bakeries, ice cream makers, and other
commercial users received rations of abdfto70f normal usagescarce medicines such as penicillin were rationed
by triage officers in the US militarguring World War 11.Civilian hospitals received only small amounts of penicillin
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during the war, because it was not mpssduced for civilian usantil after the war. A triage panel at each hospital
decided which patients would receive the penicillin.

The next commodity to be nationally rationed was coffee, beginning November 29, 1942 to one pound every five
weeks, about half of normal consption. This rationing was traceable to Germabdat attacks on shipping from
Brazil. Some of the items subject to rationing were typewriters, bicycles, footwear, silk, nylon, fuel oil, stoves, meat,
lard, shortenings and oils, cheese, butter, marganioeegsed foods (canned, bottled, and frozen), dried fruits, canned
milk, firewood and coal, jams, jellies, and fruit butter were rationed by November 1943. Many retailers welcomed
rationing because they were already running short of many items due ta rangbpanics, such as flashlightslan
batteries after Pearl Harbor.

Many levels of rationing went into effect. Some items, such as sugar, were distributed evenly based on the number
of people in a household. Other items, like gasoline or fuel oik waioned only to those who could justify a need.
Restaurant owners and other merchants were accorded more availability, but had to collect ration stamps to restock
their supplies. In exchange for used ration stamps, ration boards delivered certificagtgurants and merchants to
authorize procurement of more productss of 1 March 1942, dog food could no longer be sold in tin cans, and
manufacturers switched to dehydrated versiBnen clothing was impacted as noted in this Life Magazine, Aril 2
1942 article:

"Uncle Sam last week assumed the role of fashion designer. Sweeping restrictions aim to save 15 percent
of the yardage now used on women's and girls' apparel through such measures as restricting hems and belts
to two inches, [and] efhinating cuffs on sleeves. Exempt categories include bridal gowns, maternity dresses,
[and] vestments for religious orders.”

The work of issuing ration books and exchanging used stamps for certificates was handled by some 5,500 local
ration boards bmostly volunteer workers selected by local officials. Each ration stamp had a generic drawing of an
airplane, gun, tank, aircraft carrier, ear of wheat, fruit, etc. and a serial number. Some stamps also had alphabetic
lettering. The kind and amount oti@ed commaodities were not specified on most of the stamps and were not defined
until later when local newspapers published, for example, that beginning on a specified date, one airplane stamp was
required (in addition to cash) to buy one pair of shoelscare stamp number 30 from ration book four was required
to buy five pounds of sugar. The commodity amounts changed from time to time depending on availability. Red
stamps were used to ration meat and butter, and blue stamps were used to ration pomzkssed f

To enable making change for ration stamps, the government issued "red point" tokens to be given in change for
red stamps, and "blue point" tokens in change for blue stamps. The red and blue tokens were about the size of dimes
(16 mm) and werenade of thin compressed wood fiber material, beeanetals were in short supplg a result of
the rationing, all forms of automobile racing, including the Indianapolis 500, wereda@ightseeing driving was
also banned. In some regions breaking thergtioning was so prevalent that night courts were set up to supplement
the number of violators caught; the first gascliagon night court was created at Pittsburghitdh Building on
May 26, 1943.

With the pending capitulation of Japan, theaping of ration books for 1946 was halted by the OPA on August 13,
1945. 1t was thought that "even if Japan does not fold now, the war will certainly be over before the books can be used."
On August 15, 1945, World War Il gas rationing was ended on tret Gtest of the United Sts. After three years
of rationing, World War Il came to a welcome end. Rationing, however, didarapletelyend until 1946. Life
resumed as normal and the consumption of meat, butter, and sugar inevitably rose. While Arsidtitaasvith
some of the results of World WHr rationing has not returnedhe Office of Price Administration was terminated in
1947, with its various functions reassigned to other federal agencies.

[Source: American Legion | Burn Pilpvember21, 2012++]
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WWII Bomber Nose Art
[64] Bottoms Up
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Every Picture Tells A Story

Elephant Power

Wor |l d War

, Fifi the fADuty El ephanto was a | egend who brought
war. With fuel at a premium, roadways and taxi strips almost impassable after monsoon rains and tow vehicles prone to

breakdown in the humidity and tropical temperatures, Fifi and other Indian elephants saw plenty of work towing fuel

bowsers and aircraft like this Royal Navy Fleet Air Arm Corsair fighter.
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Military History Anniversaries
01 thru 15 DEC

Significant events in U. S. Military History over the next 15 days are listed in the attachment to this Bulletin titled,
fiMilitary History Anniversaries 01thru 15DECO.

[Source: This Day in Historwww.history.com/thisdayin-history| November2020 ++]
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Medal of Honor Awardees
Christian Schilt | Nicaraguan

The President of the United States takes pride in presenting the
MEDAL OF HONOR
To

First Lieutenant Chri stian Schilt
Organization: U.S. Marine CorpsObservation SquadronM, Second Nicaraguan Campaign
Place and date:Quilali, Nicaragua January-8, 1928
Entered service:June 23, 1917
Born: March 19, 18950Iney, Illinois
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The majority of aviators tio have received the Medal of Honor have earned it for their service in World War Il or later
conflicts. Marine Corps Gen. Christian Schilt, however, was one of the early aviators in that service. He earned his
medal many years before World War 1l for bimvey in the skies over Nicaragu&chilt was born in Olney, lllinois,

and grew up on a farm. After high school, he studied engineering at Rose Polytechnic Institute (now tHelRase
Institute of Technology) in Terre Haute, Indiana. But after abwaityears, he felt compelled to do something else. So,

on June 23, 1917, he enlisted in the Marine Corps.

Schilt first served in the Azores, a group of islands off the coast of Portugal, with a seaplane squadron assigned to
anti-submarine patrol dy during World War 1. When he returned to the U.S., he had decided he wanted to be a pilot,
so he entered flight training. He was commissioned as a second lieutenant on June 10, 1919, and spent the next several
years on expetionary duty in the Caribbeanin November 1927, Schilt joined Observation Squadrev ih
Managua, Nicaragua. U.S. forces had been serving in the Central American country sinkewi®f12 brief pullout
in 192508 at the request of the Nicaraguan government, which continuouskdfeavolution. By 1927, a new,
dangerous revolt against the country's government was indeed taking place.

In December 1927, guerillas known as Sandinistas had established a base in the country's north in a mountainous
jungle region on the border withonduras. There, they ambushed a detachment of 175 Marines, &timgmen and
wounding 30 moreThe Marines were forced to fall back to a village called Quilali, which the guerillas promptly
surrounded. There was little hope for the Marines to figeirtway out, so they instead cawted plans for an air
rescue. Over the next few weeks, the trapped Marines built a makeshift airstrip by burning and leveling part of the
town's main street to make it long enough to land and take off. Schilt's sqttaelmanodified an observation airplane
with landing gear from a DeHavilland D# an old combat plane used in World War |, to accommodate expected hard
landings.

Schit volunteered to be the pildBetween Jan.-8, 1928, Schilt, then a first lieutant, used the plane to evacuate
the wounded from their precarious position and bring aid to the other mernwevhdn desperate need of &chilt
flew his plane 10 times into the besieged village, hauling in 1,400 pounds of medical supplies andhgvammuati
than a dozen wounded Marines. He was also able to transport a relief commanding officer to take charge of the
beleaguered men on the groundiccording to records, Schilt's modified plane had no brakes, so the Marines on the
ground had to help hirstop by grabbing its wings when it touched down. He faced hostile fire from the enemy with
every landing and takeoff. Clouds, mountains and air currents adtteel ddficulty of the missionOnce the ground
troops were resupplied and the wounded had bedem to safety, the Marines at Quilali were able to fight their way
free of the village and rejoin the main governmental férca feat that was made possible by Schilt's bravery.

For his courage, Schilt was presented with the Medal of Honorgdantihite House ceremony hosted by Predide
Calvin Coolidge that April.Schilt remained deployed for the rest of the year, finally returning to the U.S. in 1929. He
continued to serve in the Marines for decades, including throughout World War Il andeia Where he commanded
the 1st U.S. Marine Corps Aircraft Wing for a time. His years of service earned him several more awards, including
the Distinguished Flying Cross, Bronze Star, Legion of Merit, Air Force Distinguisheit&étedal and five Air
Medds. Schilt retired on April 1, 1957, wherehwas promoted to full generat some point in life, Schilt married
Elizabeth Schilt. They had four daughters and two sons and spent the remainaér lofeth in Norfolk, Virginia.
Schilt died on Jan. 8, 198&t age 91 after a bout with Alzheimer's disease. He is buried in Arlington National Cemetery.
Schiltdéds Medal of Honor is now at the National Museum

Schilt's name and career are welmembered across theS. Anong the more recent honors,@ttober 2011, a
new headquarters building at Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point in North Carolina was named in his honor. In
2014, his home state of lllinois dedicated a stretch of highway to [$ource:https://www.cmohs.org& DOD
News | Katie LangeNlovember23, 2020 ++]
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Trump Drug Price Plan
Update (®: Pharmacy Industry Warnings Not to Proceed

The CEO of a biotech and pharmaceutical trade groupesid7 NOV that the industry could sue to try to stop a

proposal from the Trump admstration to lower drug price$he Trump administration could move forward as soon

as this week on a proposal to lower certain Medicare drug prices by tying them t@fmes paid in other wealthy

countries, an idea fiercely opposed by drug companies, which are now mobilizing both to try to stop the rule and plan

for a fight if it does go forwardil woul d say al l tools would dvesuchee our d
devastating i mpact on our abil ity tHeathhGEOD ofthe Bioteeghnotogyr e s f o
Innovation Organization, told The Hill on Tuesday.

McMurry-Heath also accused President Trump of moving forward witpribygosal out of retribution because the
drug companies did not announce efficacy results for coronavéiesnes before the electioni We ' r e hear i ng
he's doing it out of apparent retributibinmbédlicaesée MaMuil
Heath said.Trump did tweet his displeasure at Pfizer last week for not announcing results before the election. Pfizer,
however, said it was simply following the science and announced the data once it was available from an independent
board werseeing the clinicaltrialBut Trump al so initially propofwmedthis d
nation, 0 well before the election and Pfizerds announc
signed an executive ordr push it forward in September.

McMurry-Heath, whose organization represents small biotech companies as well as large pharmaceutical companies
l' i ke Pfizer, argued that i f the proposal g®emtinué or war d
developing coronavirus vaccinasd treatments.She sai d the administration shoul
have on an industrontdadrmd 6vso rtiIr d Umdercfile averriadiptices, drugnebthpadies
havebeen increasingly pointing to their work fighting the coronavirus pandentiy to improve their imageMore
broadly, McMurryHe at h sai d the reduced prices from the propos
innovative small biotech companies.

Advocates for lower drug prices say the industry simply uses protecting innovation as an excuse to fight proposals
that would lower their profits, and that the Trump proposal would help remedy a situation where the U.S. pays two to
three times whattber countries pay fordrugsi They donét rai se prices to fuel i
profit targets and to trigger executive bonuses, 0 sai
Affordable Drugs Now, pointing to an invégation from the House Oversight CommittieeSeptember. He also

pointed to the billions of dollars in investments fron
Altds the taxpayers who are idvesting in vaccines and
McMurry-Heat h said her understanding is that the administ

B, meaning drugs administered in doctors offices, and not those in Part D, which is drugs pkapepihe pharmacy

counter. She said BIO has not yet been in touch with the incoming Biden administration, which would be left to finish
theimplementation of the progrant They ' re just going to |l ay this debacle
and letthem cleanup tiee s s , 0 [Sdouece: Bha Hilt| Peter Sullivaii November Z, 2020++]
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Coronavirus Vaccine
Update 18: Federal Allocation Program

To maximize access to COVHDO vaccines for all Americans, the U.S. Department of HealthHumdan Services
(HHS)on 12 NOVannounced the U.S. government &8s partnerships \
represent independent pharmacies and regional chains. Through the partnership with pharmacy chains, this program
covers approximatel§0 percent of pharmacies throughout the 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the

U.S. Virgin Islands. Through the partnerships with network administrators, independent pharmacies and regional
chains will also be part of the federal phacpnarogram, further increasing access to vaccine across the @untry
particularly in traditionally underserved areas.

AEnsuring access and -18 acone foraalh Anteiicang is a fop pridrity forGhe \Tdurbp
Admi ni str atS o%e cor estaairdy H\H ex Az ar . ifWe are | everaging t|
safe and effective vaccines supported by Operation Warp Speed into communities and into arms as quickly as possible
with no outof-pocket costs. The vast majority Americans live within five miles of a pharmacy, and our new
agreement with pharmacy partners across America is a critical step toward making sure all Americans have access to
safe and effective COVIR 9 vaccines when they are available. o

In addition to traditional brickandmortar pharmacies, pharmacists, pharmacy interns, and pharmacy technicians
also provide vaccinations in retail and grocery stores. Therefore, pharmacy vaccinators are crucial public health partners
for increasing access and conience of COVID19 vaccines. Many pharmacists and the interns and technicians
working under their supervision are trained to provide immunizations and are already important immunizers in their
communities. Pharmacists are also a trusted health resoutwricommunities, and have played a vital role in the
public health response to COWI® by counseling patients, expanding access to childhood vaccinations during the
pandemic, and ordering and administering COMDtests. By working with these partnerthe federal government
will rapidly expand accesstoCOViD9 vaccines. Vaccine will be administer
cost to patients.

iSince 2012, CDC has worked extensi vel y onrdudtthaccimh ar mac i
throughput exercises, and assess store and organizati
Redfield. A Thr ough these partnerships, we will | everage esta
mission & vaccinating the American public to prevent the spread of CGVI® Pharmacies that do not participate in
the feder al all ocation program are encouraged to be pa
health department to becon@VID-19 vaccine providerBelow is the list of chain and communipharmacies
networks that have signed on a6dfiOV:

1 Albertsons Companies, Inc. (incl., Osco, Je®sto, Albertsons, Albertsons Market, Safeway, Tom Thumb,

Star Market, Shaws, HaggeAcme, Randalls, Carrs, Market Street, United, Vons, Pavilions, Amigos,
Luckyds, Padn) n Save, Sav

Costco Wholesale Corp.

CPESN USA, LLC

CVS Phar macy, Il nc. (incl. Longds)

Good Neighbor Pharmacy and Ameri source&ergen Drug C
Health Mart Systems, Inc.

H-E-B, LP

Hy-Vee, Inc.

=A =4 =4 -4 4 -4 4
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T Leader NET and Medicine Shoppe, Cardinal Heal t hés PS

1 Managed Health Care Associates (MHA)

1 Meijer Inc.

1 Publix Super Markets, Inc.

1 Retail Business Services, LLC (incl., Food Lion, Giant Food, The Giamip@ny, Hannaford Bros Co, Stop
& Shop)

1 Rite Aid Corp.

1 The Kroger Co. (incl., Kroger, Harris Teeter, Fred Meyer, Frys, Ralphs, King Soopers, Smiths, City Market,
Dillons, Marianos, Piclo-Save, Copps, Metro Market)

1 Topco Associates, LLC (incl. Biy Pharmag and Wel Il ness Center, Brookshi

Phar macy, FRESH by Brookshirebés Phar macy, Cobornés
Phar macy, Hartig Drug Company, King Kullen, Food Ci
Hill Pharmacies, Save Mart Pharmacies, Lucky Pharmacies, SpartanNash, Price Chopper, Market 32, Tops
Friendly Markets, ShopRite, Wegmans, Weis Markets, Acme Fresh Markets)

1 Walgreens (incl. Duane Reade)

T Wal mart, I nc. (incl. Sambés Club)

1 Winn-Dixie Stores Inc. (cl. Winn-Dixie, Harveys, Fresco Y Mas)

Currently, there are no COVHD9 vaccines that have been authorized or approved by the Food and Drug
Admini stration and recommended by CDCés AdviHoweveyy, Commi
this pharmacy partnership is being established in anticipation that one or more €1©VHacines will be authorized
or approved and recommended for use in the United States before the end ofS282@e: HHS Press Officd
November 122020++]
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Coronavirus Vaccine
Updatel9: Most St ates Ar enoPfizzgRéaacthyg t o Di stri bute

As the first coronavirus vaccine takes a major strid:é
many are not ready to deliver the shdthe challenge is especially steep in rural areas, many of which are contending
with a surge of infections, meaning that access to the first batch of-C®wdccires may be limited by geography.
Pfizer announced6 NOV that its vaccine demonstrated radghan 90% effectiveness and no serious bad reactions in
early trial resultd an impressive outcome that will pave the way for the company to seek an emergency authorization
once it collects more safety data for another week or two. But establishingethvaictine is safe and effective is just
the first step.

The Pfizer vaccine is unusually difficult to ship and store: It is administered in two doses given 28 days apart, has
to be stored at temperatures of about minus 100 degrees Fahrenheit and willdsedden dry icepacked boxes
holding 1,000 to 5,000 doses. These cartons can stay cold enough to keep the doses viable for up to 10 days, according
to details provided by the company. The ice can be replenished up to three times. Once opened, #xecpadkagp
the vaccine for five days but candét be opened more tha
five days but candét be refrozen i f wunused.

Heal th officials havendt f i gur e dpopulations liviagifar from ciles,t t h e
according to a ProPublica review of distribution plans obtained through open records laws in every state. Needing to
use 1,000 doses within a few days may be fine for large hospital systems or mass vaccination oeitteosidrule
out sending the vaccine to providers who donét treat t
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challenging in smaller towns, rural areas and Native communities on reservations that are likely to struggle to
adminiger that many doses quickly or to maintain them at ultracold temperatures.

The governmentés vaccine program, Operation Warp Sp
di stribute the vaccine. On MondayjnGangoGuspaaeelPRer say
the right planning, we can execute it with zero | oss of

for delivering vaccines to the states, which must then figure out on their own how to gettthim the people who
need them most. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention asked each state to turn in distributio@ plans on

NOV, i magining a scenario in which a vaccine with Pfize
ProPublica obtained full prelimenr y pl ans for 47 states (Hawai.i, Penns
working on theirs). Many struggled with how to handle a Pfizéerk e vacci ne. Washington st a

does not have its own warehouse that can store the Pfizer #@tancold enough temperature. Arizona expects the

Pfizer vaccine cannot be handled by the statedbdés rural
sure how to take care of mi gr ant wor k eentswill bfarmsmalles 6 pl an
than 1,000 doses. Georgiabs Public Healtdsworkbutther ovinme nt i

detailsAa Ear | vy, when we don6t have |l ots of doses, bleinfrankly
every rural community, o Dr. Amanda Cohn, chief medical
on vaccine implementation planning with rural stakehol ¢
wereallywant o | i sten to our rural partners and understand w

The concern is most pronounced in places like Mt. Vernon Countryside Manor, a nursing home in southern lllinois
more than 100 miles from the nearest major city,evr € t he st aff i s working-130 cont
outbreak. Glenda Lee Young, a nurse at the home, said four residents and an employee tested positive 09 COVID
in recent weeks. The sick have been isolated from the other 70 elkektgnts, and are recoverinfhe surrounding
county has a fatality rate of 4.5%, more than double that of lllinois as a whole, according to data from the Johns Hopkins
University COVID-19 dashboard. The staff at Mt. Vernon is eager for a vaccine to helpatireir residents.

l'lTTinoisé distribution plan includes he afirdgtgroupgsdarbe wor ke
immunized.

AoOur people would not travel , 0 Young said. il f a va
However, IlIllinoisd plan does not specify how shots wil.l
people or ultracold storage. The statebds Qkeegurstioment 0
commentYoungsaidbe was not surprised by the stateds silence o

stuff. o

Officials Are Trying to Hit 'a Moving Target'
Health officials stressed that the plans are still evolving as they receive changing informatiantEeen g h Pf i z er

vaccine has long been seen as the likelyfrootnner , details from the trial, incl
populations like the elderly, have yet to be published. Shipping and storage logistics are also expectedddaontinu
be fine-tuned with each passingweékl t 6s a moving target, o Dr. Philip Huai

and Human Services Department, saidfi Ther e 6 s n e The ¢chanfjing detailsemake it laedgr to plan, and
some oOfficialsachk o wl edged t hey haivlTehmredrte gaortet etno ov entayn yf avra.r i abl es

feder al l evel , 0 a spokeswoman for the Georgia Depart me
request for this aenstgoirgfomvard villMepend ondhie vaechaitself,lwhep we receive it and
what the protocols wildl be for prioritizing distributi

The problem with waiting for details on the vaccine to be revealed is that mass immungationitilayered
process, involving public communication campaigns, ordering of equipment, hiring of staff, training of vaccine
providers and the added complexity, in this pandemic,
the sprad. Operation Warp Speed has said its goal is to begin shipping the day that a vaccine is given the green light
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by the FDA, so statezeed to be ready at any momefar the initial months after the Food and Drug Administration
signs off on a vaccine, tf@DC advised state and local health authorities to prioritize health care workers, then move
on to other essential workers andrigk populations such as nursing home residents. Access would expand to the
general public as manufacturing ramps up to makerdoses available.

But there are a lot of details left to determine within those broad categories. Some health care workers have more
exposure than others; North Dakota wants hospitals to document how they decided whom to vaccinate first. Maryland
is prioritizing people in jails and prisons (where sharing close quarters has led to severe outbreaks), but states like Idaho
and Mississippi have scheduled them for later. Arkansas, which has a large chicken industry, considers meatpacking
workers to be esseati Oklahoma is prioritizing its lorterm care population. Some states stressed communities of
color, which have been disproportionately sickened and
justice movement ackyds tphancownteyws, 0 Kent

Rural Communities Are 'the Greatest Challenge'

Across the country, authorities are grappling with ho
So far, state plans show few have come up with clear solutions. Oregon,ifonst ance, sai d it stil|
plart For how to handle 1,006 o se orders i n fAremote Oregonldthaicand i on s,
avoi di ngPemna,she geigermlleading logistics for Operation Warp Speed, told NRRtthadts up t o st at e
more freezers. That contradicts the CDC6s instruction
doing so anyway, or at | east | ooking into itstateSateyor e

hospitals and universities, or where they can get dry ice.

North Dakota, where the virus has killed roughly 1 out of every 1,200 people, is considering whether to break
down the 1,00@lose packages and, on its own, distribute smaller quanttiedividual hospitals and clinic§i T h e
greatest challenge will be to moving small amounts of vaccine to widely scattered locations during Phase 1 since only

a smal|l percentage of the smal/l p opul ad It describesiorie healthe el i ¢
district that has three hospitals, two of whieceldmear e mo
road, and eightlong er m care facilities that are even dmsthuton r e mot e

may not [be] possible. o

Even in the case where prioritized health care workers were physically capable of driving themselves to the city to
get a vaccine, relying on doctors and nurns3ize eXeautivg et t he
director of the Rural Wisconsin Health Cooperative, which represents 43 rural acute hospitals. Wisconsin is battling its
worst outbreak of the pandemic, and every hospital is stretched thin on staff, he said. Requiring everyonento take ti
of f, twice, to get the Pfizer vacocrienede€fisnpeearnat & Bige sdhaoyrst
urged Pfizer to figure out a way to package its vaccine in smaller shipments so it could be delivered directly to rural
hospitals A spokeswoman for Pfizer declined to comment on whether the company is working on that.

Later vaccines will likely have less onerous storage requirements, and at least one, made by Johnson & Johnson,
only requires one dose instead of two, so many ségeBoping to have multiple options to work with that may make
it easer to reach remote populatiodo me st ates appeared to be avoiding the
Kansas Department of Health and Breimenmwent 6 beplian adad s
guantities such as 100 dos e sesgordro requestsforcodmeiitah sBEbzdepaot
out and says theydre going to provide doda&arcijpdssodale i nst e
commi ssioner for the Texas Department of State Health

Services. AThe manufacturers were imagining mass vacci:r
beenpshing pretty hard at the federal l evel for them to
not . o0

As Texas and other states consider the need to break down thedlg080e packages i nto small e
an additional costtha t heyéd have to shoulder, since the federal g
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Several states identfd funding as a major probletw.i r gi ni ad s
estimates that it will need $71 million totaklish and operate mass vaccination clinics, which would include hiring
temporary staff and covering facility rental costs, translation servicesgagand other operating coSthe plan also

calls for a further $2.5 million in equipment such as refiagors and thermometers and $3 million for public education,
radi o

i ncl
key

CDC Director Robert Redfield has said Congress will neguldeide up to $6 billion for vaccine distribution, but
funding negotiations stalled ahead of the election. To date, the federal government has allocated 3% of that amount,
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$200 million, to thestates to immunize the natidduch of the implementation willpill into the next administration.
Presidentlect Joe Biden on Monday named a team of public health experts to advise him on the X20¥$ponse.

But so far the Trump administration is refusing to cooperate with the transjource: Route*Fifty | Isaac Arnsdorf,

Ryan Gabrielso& Caroline Cher] Novembeil2, 2020++]
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Covid-19 Testing
Update 08: Symptoms to Look For

CORONAVIRUS vs. COLD vs. FLU vs. ALLERGIES

SYMPTOMS COVID-19*
Common
ﬁ Fever (measured at 100 F
or higher)

wWig

@ Headache |Sometimes
v 7 General
177 aches, pains Sometimes Slight
@l" Fatigue, Sometimes Slight

weakness
m Extreme Sometimes
exhaustion (,m;',’”' S

‘5 Stuffy nose |Rare Common
_@_ Sneezing Rare Common
% Sore throat |Rare Common
ﬂ Cough Common Mild to moderate
C);, Shortness |in more R

f-}_,;’-_. of breath serious infections [Muudd

‘}; Runny nose |Rare Commaon
%. Diarrhea Sometimes No

[Source: USSVI Tucson BaspNovember 6, 2020 ++]
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High (100-102 F),
can last 3-4 days

Intense

Common, often
severe

Common, often
severe

Common
(starts oarly)

Sometimes

Sometimes

Common

Common, can
become severe

Rare

Sometimes

Sometimes"*
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Covid-19 Victims
Update 01: ThoseMost Often Hospitalized

Seniors with seven chronic conditions are especially vulnerable to ending up in the hospital due to exposure to the
coronavirus, according to newly updated data from the federal Centers farae&iMedicaid Services (C8). CMS

says that nearly 1.2 million Medicare beneficiaries were diagnosed with GO¥IBhe disease caused by the
coronavirus, between the start of the year and Sept. 12. Of those beneficiaries, more than 332,000 were hospitalized
with a COVID-19 diagnos during that periodThose numbers, releas&@l NOV, reflect cases and hospitalizations

that CMS knew about as of Oct. 9. The federal agency n
CMS processes additional claims and encauste f or t he reporting period. o

The data reveals that seven chronic conditions were most common among the Medicare beneficiaries who had been
hospitalized:

1 Hypertension: 80%

Hyperlipidemia(abnormally high levels dfiglycerides and cholesteril the blood 62%
Chronic kidney disease: 51%

Diabetes: 50%

Anemia: 48%

Ischemic heart diseagkeart musclereceives insufficient blood floyw46%

1 Rheumatoid arthritis/osteoarthritis: 46%

=A =4 -4 =4 -4

Of the beneficiaries who were hospitalized, 21% died and 32% discharged to their homes. The others moved
from the hospital to skilled nursing facilities (22%), home health care (14%), hospice (5%) dreattiecare settings,
CMS saysAbout half of the hospital stays lasted for fewer than eight days, whilepE2éent of the stays were at
least 21 days.

The coronavirus appears to be affecting people of color, older adults and the poor in greater numbers, and that
disparity alscsshows up in the Medicare dat@MS says COVIBL9 hospitalizatiomates are egzially high for:
1 Black beneficiaries (1,263 hospitalizations per 100,000 beneficiaries)
Hispanic beneficiaries (967 hospitalizations per 100,000 beneficiaries)
Beneficiaries who are age 85 or older (1,003 hospitalizations per 100,000 beneficiaries)
Beneftiaries who are age 75 to 84 (604 hospitalizations per 100,000 beneficiaries)
Beneficiaries enrolled in both Medicare and Medicaid, the government insurance program for people with
low incomes (1,374 hospitalizations per 100,000 beneficiaries)

=A =4 -4 =

By conparison, the overall rate for all Medicare beneficiaries was 517 thtizpiions per 100,000 people.
Regardless of your race, ethnicity, age or financial standing, there are steps you can take to reduceofour risk
contracting the coronaviruSome meagses are obvious or have gotten a lot of media attention. You can find helpful
tips in the following stories:

1 fAre You Making These 7 Hard/ashing Mistakes?
1 fThese 5 Cleaning Products Kill the Coronavirus

Other ways to keep the coronavirus at bay might be less obviousaroearn more about them in:
9 fDo This in the Car If You Want to Avoid COVHD90
1T fHereds an Easy deva $tordso Avoi d Crow
1 fHow to Protect Your Eyes From the Coronavirus

[Source:MoneyTalksNews Chris Kissell| November 19, 2026+]
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https://www.moneytalksnews.com/beware-these-7-hand-washing-mistakes/
https://www.moneytalksnews.com/household-cleaners-that-kill-coronavirus/
https://www.moneytalksnews.com/doing-this-in-the-car-can-reduce-your-coronavirus-risk/
https://www.moneytalksnews.com/an-easy-way-to-avoid-crowds-at-stores-and-restaurants/
https://www.moneytalksnews.com/heres-how-to-keep-the-coronavirus-out-of-your-eyes/

Covid-19 Precautions
Update 03: Symptoms Unique toSeniors

v \\Y /“L‘.‘_
Largely asymptomatic seniors may experience a symptom not commonly associated with the cortaartiean
onequarter of seniors admitted to emergency departments and eventually diagno$sdWIER19 initially displayed
symptoms of delirium, new research finditie study published!9 NOV in the medical journal JAMA Network Open
also found that a delirium diagnosis was the main presenting symptom for 16% of such patients. And of those patients
who initially displayed symptoms of delirium, 37% had no typical CONLlEDsymptoms, such as fever or shortness of
breath.

The surprising findings suggest that deliridma symptom not commonly associated with COMI®d& may
indicate the possible pence of the coronavirus in patients who otherwise do not appear to have symptoms suggestive
of coronavirus infectionProperly diagnosing COVIE19, the disease caused by the coronavirus, is crucial in older
patients. Adults aged 65 years and older hacewntted for more than 80% of COWI® deaths in the U.S., despite
that the age group accounts for just 16% of the U.S. population, according to Hebrew SeniorLife, a geriatric care
organization affiliated with Harvard Medical Schodelirium is a state oftonfusion characterized by several
symptoms. Those most common among the patients in the study include:

1 Impaired consciousness
1 Disorientation

1 Inattention

1 Disorganized thinking

In reaching their conclusions, researchers examined 817 patients &feowbb were admitted to one of seven
emergency departments across the U.S. and diagnosed with CI3VIIheir average age was about 7i8e findings
should change how health care professionals evaluate older patients for possible coronavirus infecbonSkaron
K. Inouye, senior author of the study, director of the Aging Brain Center at Hebrew SeniorLife, and professor of
medicine at Harvard Medical Schooh Thi s st udy demonstrates that del i riur
COVID-19, but also ma be the leading and possibly sole symptom in older persons. Thus, delirium should be
considered an important presenting symptom of COYID . 0

The study authors also note that although delirium is a common symptom in older adults with severakisease
visit the emergency department, it goes undetected #itiras of all casedDelirium is not the only unusual symptom
that seniorsnight display when they are infected with the coronaviidsere are othemore subtle indications that
something is noright, such as:

1 Sleeping more than usual
1 Not eating
1 Unusual apathy and confusion
1 Aloss of orientation to their surroundings
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1 Dizziness and potential falls
91 Failure to speak

In some cases, a senior infected with the coronavirus may suddenly eolayuksseniors may not display fever,
cough or shortness of breath despite being infeWtéry. are older people more likely to experience unusual symptoms,
rather than the typical signs of a coronavirus infection? It largely comes down to the aging poeesgrow older,
our immune system weakens and our ability to regulate body temperature changes, says Dr. Joseph Ouslander, a
geriatrician and professor at Fl or i daHeAedll$ kaisdr Health.Uni ver
i Un d e r hronic ifingsses can mask or interfere with signs of infection. Some older people, whether from age
related changes or previous neurologic issues such as a stroke, may have altered cough reflexes. Others with cognitive
impairment may not be able to commeatie their symptoms.

If you are older and experience any of the symptoms listed aboweif an older loved one displays thémyou
should let a doctor know immediately. Kaiser Health notes that it is especially important for seniors to retmiesttrea
quickly if they have developed COVID9.Ai Someone may be just having a bad day
a couple of days, absolutely reach out to a primary care doctor or a local health system hotline to see if they meet the
thresholdfor§ or onavi rvalighastadds ot hat you may need to be per
and things arendt i mpr ovi n[Bource kdnéyTalksNewgChaisKisseljdy9& gai n, 0O
November 20, 2026+]

* Finances * |

Tricare Select
Update 09: Have You Signed Up for Payments?

Just 14 percent of the military retiree households who must start paying enrollment fees for Tricare Select have set up
their payment pcess, Tricare officials said.h o0 s e w h taup tHedr pagmentsbgl DECrisk losing their Tricare

coverage as of Jan. 1. The new fees are $12.50 per month, or $150 a year for an individual; and $25 a month, or $300

a year, for family coverage. Those affected are workigg retirees under age 65aventered the military before Jan.

1, 2018, their family members and survivors. Previous|
Tricare Select, but a 2017 law required the Defense Department to start charging these enrolimedafeds B021.

The preferred payment method is through allotment, but recurring credit or debit card transactions can be used, or
electronic funds transfers. Click here for more information from Trighoeit setting up the paymentfiose who set
up their payment process B9 NOV did nothave to pay upfront enroliment fees, said Mark Ellis, chief of policy and
programs for the Tricare Health Pl an. Y o udNQV, justddst be a
percent of the househadhat must set up payments had done so, Ellis said.

Currently there are about 850,000 beneficiaries who fall into this category, also known as Group A retiree
beneficiaries and are covered by Tricare Select. Information was notimmediately agditatileow many households
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those 850,000 beneficiaries represent, since in many cases, multiple beneficiaries are coveraderdéra e e 6 s Tr i «

Select planE | | i s message to these beneficiaries: ¢goRal ease d
contractor ifyouwant o cont i nue iTnheT rniecwa rfee eSse | deoetiréeson aritarecfar Life. mi | i t a
Defense officials have sent out several mailing over t
mitigatehe i mpact to those who donét set up their payments.

Tricare officials have extended the grace period for people to reinstate their coverage, from 90 days to 180 days,
Ellis said. That means those who are terminated can pay their missed monthlymseamnd the coverage will be
retroactive. Tricare will then pay the claims that were denied because aftbrage terminatioithere are concerns
that this particular patient population fAneeydwnttbo be e
continue their coverage or use other health insurance :
these retirees were previously in the Tricare Standard or Extra program before it was replaced by Tricare Select in
January2018. These beneficiaries were automatically transitioned into Tricare Select at that time, and fees were not
required.

Tricare officials have directed the Tricare regional contractors to make at least three phone calls to households whose
coveragew@s ter minated because they didnot set up their pa
phone, speaking to an adult in the household, letting them know their coverage has been terminated and what they can
do to reinstate the coverage, sallisE [MilitaryTimes | Karen Jower$Novemberl7, 2020++]
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Traffic Tickets

Update 02: Impact on Insurance Premiums

' p'e

8 0w omNe ghoer " ¥

SPEEDING 40+ mph over

Accidentally run a red light or drive a little too fast, and you may get a ticket. But fbat the starbf your worries.

Many types of traffic violations can drive your car insurance premium dramatically higher, according to a study from
insurance comparison tool The ZebFar example, blow through a red light, and your rate can be expected to jump by
an arage of 23.3%. That could costu an extra $361 in your annual premium, The Zebra says in its&ag® of

Auto Insurance ReporT.ickets for more serious offenses can prove especially cdsilycreasing your premiury

as much as 78%, on averaBelow are 13 violations that increase premiums by an average of more than 25% over the
course of a year, according to The Zebra.

1 Following too closely: 25.5% ($395)

Speeding in a 65 mph zone: 27.6% ($428)

Passing a school bus: 28.5% ($441)

Speeding 225 mphover the limit: 29.7% ($460)
Operating a vehicle without permission: 31.1% ($481)
Driving with an open container: 34.7% ($537)

At-fault accident: 41.1% ($636)
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Reckless driving: 67.0% ($1,038)

Driving with a suspended license: 67.4% ($1,043)
Refusing a brehalyzer/chemical test: 69.8% ($1,080)
DUI: 71.0% ($1,099)

Racing: 73.1% ($1,131)

1 Hitand run: 78.3% ($1,212)

[Source: MoneyTalksNewsdhris Kissell | February 22, 2020
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Seniors Financial Abuse & Exploitation
Update 02 Congress Aoproves Bill Protecting Seniors

New legislation intended to protect seniors from fraud passed both the House and the Senate fhileBeelors

Fraud Prevention Aobf 2019 (S512)directs the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) to create an office to educate
seniors about fraud schemes. The goal is to prevent scams that target the assets of seniors, including scams that target
seniors Va telemarketing and robocalls.additon,h e measur e contains provisions to
of ard response to fraud complaints.

For example, the bill requires the FTC to work with other agencies in looking for fraud schemes targeting seniors.
The FTC also would be charged witistributing informatiord to seniors, their families and their caregivérghat
explains how to recognize fraud schemes, and how to contact law enforcement when frad@loe@&gniors Fraud
Prevention Act requires the FTC to start carrying out thegeirements within one year of when the president signs
the bill, which is the next and final major step before the bill becomes law.

Fraud impacts people of all ages, and people age 60 and older actually are less likely to report that themsare vict
of most types of fraud than people &feto 59, according to the FTG addition, these older adults are less likely
than younger people to report | osing money to fraud.
maj or i t y dultsowho fited fcaedrrepatsidi not lose any money to scan@ontrary to popular belief, older
adults also are more likely to spot and report fraud before they lose money than people betvgesnatfiz0eand 59,
the FTC saysdHowever, when scammers doccessfully target seniors for fraud, they generally lose greater amounts
of money to fraud than younger people.

Accordng to the FTC: AConsumers 80 and over reported the | arges
individual dollar loss for thiS0 and over age group was about two to four times the median loss anepantsd by
ot her a gleadditiorg sepias.ae more likely to be targets ofatetypes of fraud, including:
1 Tech support scams
1 Prize, sweepstakes and lottery scams
1 Familyand friend impersonation

[Source: MoneyTalksNewg Chris Kissell| November 19, 2026+]

Retirement
How a Biden PresidencyMight Impact Yours &

Joe Biden is now the presidegiect, even though President Donald Trump has vowdidhbthe election results in
court. There are several ways a Biden presidency might affect your retirement, including lower tax benefits on 401(k)
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accounts and more gerous Social Security benefiB.i d ePradfar Older Americangivesspecific details on what

Biden would I|Iike to do as president to overhaul the nat
and fight ageism that forces people out of the workforce prematurefypuggh, if the Senate remains under Republican

control, any really bighanges are actually unlikeljollowing are some changes Biden would like to makedbald

impact your retirement.

Biden would like to reduce 401(k) tax breaks for higkearners

Currently, the tax breaks for high earners who contribute to 401(k) and traditional IRA plans are higher than the breaks

for middle and lowesi nc ome wor ker s. Bidends plan cites -thlrdsoft udy by
the tax benefit of thegglans goes tthe wealthiest 20% of familieBecause the tax benefit of these plans is based on

your tax bracket, earners in higher brackets get more government tax relief than earners in lower brackets. A person
whose income puts her in the top 37%Maxcket gets a deduction worth $370 for each $1,000 contribution she makes,
while a person in the 22% bracket only gets $220 in ta:
income earner with a futime job, you could get nothing intdreaks for putting money in an IRA while still paying

payroll taxes.

Bidends pl an woul ddeferralpnechaniem for 04 (k)s and traditiorial IRAa with a tax credit.
This credit would operate similarly to a flat tax so that theqein the 37% tax bracket and the person in the 22% tax
bracket would get the same $220 credit for their $1,000 contribution.

Biden would like to increase access to 401(K) plans

Bidends plan provides tax cr editdseaté 401(k) plansaforllowdicansei ne s s e s
workers. A similar proposal is already in tBgong Retirement Act of 20Zponsoredoy Ways and Means Committee

Chairman Richard E. Neal (®A) and Rankig Member Kevin Brady (R'X). Other provisions of the Strong

Retirement Act that could make it into a Biden plan are:

1 Expanding automatic enroliment in workplace retirement atsosome states have led the way with

automatic enroll ment i nOregonSaveprogremawamaticadlyceralsiait s. Or eg
full-time employees in the state at no cost to employers. AccordPevipthe reaction to the plan so far has
been positive. Bidends plan calls for the creation

1 Increasingcatchup contributions
1 Allowing employers to help younger workers by adding money to retirement accounts equivalent to their
student loan payments

Biden proposes making Medicare available to early retirees

Biden wouldlike to lower the age for Medare eligibility from 65 to 60Biden said his plan will help Americans who
retire early and those who are unemployed or candt f i nc
the currentcrisisends,] der Ameri cans are |likely to find it difficu

Biden suggests lower prescription drug prices and more affordable lortgrm care

Bidends site says amdtaonanyaldeyAméioadscanaocaaffeardheir prescriptions or their
longt erm care. o0 To fix this situation, Biden proposes se

1 Include dental, vision, and hearing costs in traditional Medicare.

1 Allow Medicare to negotiate prices for prescription drugs, which the Congneg8udget Office estimates
would save $456 billion between 2023 and 2029.

1 Putan inflation cap on drug prices.

1 Allow U.S. citizens to buy namrand drugs or generic equivalents from other countries.

In real terms, these measures would mean highering retirees would spend less on Medigap and Medicare
Advantage insurance plans. It could also mean that Medicare premiums fordaghers would be capped or go down.
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Biden would like to shore up Social Security and broaden its tax base

Biden hagledged to shore up Social Security, which may run into a budget shortfall by 2028, forcing a reduction in
benefitsif there is no plantosaveAccor di ng to his website, Biden #dAwill st
older Americansd including widows and widowers, lifelong workers with low monthly benefits, andagkl
beneficiaries who may have exhausted their other savini
calculates its benefits. The plan would:

T Create ianifimumebemefit for | ifelong workersod of at |
1 Extend benefits for widows and widowers if their spouse who is receiving Social Security benefits dies.
1 Add a supplementary benefit for older recipients who have been collecting Security for 20 years or
more.
1 Change the way the Social Security COLA is calculated to increase benefits.
1 Extend benefits for teachers and those receiving public sector pensions.

To fund these changes, Bi d esmorilyson thdseanow earnirg pnore thas $40R0006 i n g
annually. Although the specifics aren6t spelled out on
plan would not tax income above the curnent bdweéd, 700
$137,700 and $400,000he nonprofit Tax Policy Center thinks lawmakers would try to close the doughnut hole
gradually over several years and expand the tax base for Social Security to include taxing other kinds of income like
capital gans on investments and passive income. But to make any substantive changes will require an act of Congress.

Biden pledges more support for workers over 65

Bidends plan pledges fAthat all workers adgethelawswmalawmm oppor
all peopled regardless oftheiraget o get t he pThekeypblieyyo achiewe ¢his goal is to extend the

Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) to workers over 65. Currently, those workers are excluded from this taxbenefit.

EITC is a matching tax credit for leimcome workers. For every dollar a lemcome worker makes, the government

matches their income with a credit dollar up to a certain amount. Fotoxeincome workers who may owe no tax,

this means they get afoed check that is similar to a grarfor workers over the age of 65 who receive Social Security

benefits and work part time, the extension of the EITC would mean a big boost in income.

Bidends plan al so pr omi s eecting aderfivoriers komtbeing discriminated againse g i s |
in the workforce.o0 How that would work in practice, h o

Divided Government Means We Will Likely See No Major Changes

Bidends plan depends on QGanrcontrodaf $e Semai® dvhich fseerRsdilelpbthei c ans n
new president will have a hard time getting his plan passed. Although shoring up Social Security may have bipartisan
backing, a divided Congress will not do any of the following:

1 Raise taxesThat meas no new taxes on income and probably no changes to the tax breaks for 401(k)s and
IRAs.

1 Make significant changes to Medicare and MedicaidWi t hout new | egi sl ation, the
increase coverage for seniors.

1 Expand benefits for Social SedyriThe U.S. deficit soared in 2020 due to the COMMDstimulus, and
fiscal austerity could become popular again for members of Congress during a Biden presidency. No new
spending would make serious Social Security reform difficult.

Ontheotherhah, Bi denbés proposal to expand the EITC to worke
with Senate Republicans becausésit tax cut, not a tax rais@ther policy changes that could happen through
executive order instead of legislation incluaiking Social Security to change the formula it uses to calculate its cost
of-living update. And a Biden administration could promote more efficientsteaing between Medicare programs
that could cap owbf-pocket expenseBut divided government mearsg changes to the way things are done are
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unlikely. Some modest reform efforts, like the bipartisan Strong Retirement Act, could get passed in the upcoming
legislative session. But the status quo in terms of retiremerdhsbply here to stayjSource: MoneyTalksNewgWill
Kenton| November 20, 2026+]

Holiday Scams
Update (6: Phony Copycat Events

The holiday shopping season is upon us. With the pandemic, many lgoaison events, such as popup holiday
markets or @ft fairs, have moved online. Scammers are creating phony copycat events that charge for admission and
steal your credit card information.

How the Scam Works

T You hear that your <cityds annual hol i dawthisnyaar.,.k et or
You search for it online and find a social media post or event page. Besides moving online, one other big thing
is different this year. The event, which has been free in the past, is now requiring a paid ticket. You enter your
credit card numér and personal information, such as full name and address.

T Unfortunatel vy, the fiticketodo is a scam! The event i
affiliated with the real holiday market. Con artists are creating fake event pages, sstighpd emails to
confuse attendees into sharing their credit card information.

1 Inanother twist on this scam, some virtual holiday markets have a website or social media page where vendors
can post photos of their products and links to their websigsaBeful here too! Some consumers reported to
BBB that they the clicked the links provided, thinking they lead to an online shop. Instead, the sites
downloaded malware.

How to Avoid a Online Event Scam:

T I's there an admi ssi otetokeed#ybunééddoiptirchasé an acmisson tickesfor the b s i
virtual event. If not, watch for scammers trying to claim otherwise. If this happens, message the event
coordinator to help prevent other virtual attendees from being scammed.

1 Research vendoemnd the host. If the event is unfamiliar to you, research the host and list of vendors ahead of
time. While virtually browsing from booth to booth, make sure you are only clicking on the links provided. If

you are unsure if a shop is legitimate do an enins ear ch f or that vendords st ol
provided.

1 Use a credit card. When making any purchases, use your credit card. This way if anything gets charged that
wasndt supposed to be, you can file a claim with yo

1 Keep your receipts. Make note of all of your purchases and save your receipts. If you have a question about a
product or need to make a return, you will have the

1 Know the return policy. Before making a purchase,thekvendor what their return policy is so you will not
run into issues after the holidays.

For More Information

Read more abouitoliday popup shopsandevent scamen BBB.org. Fird out more abouinline event scams on Event

Industry News Click here for BBB's tips fobuying ticketso anevent | f youdve been targeted
others avoid the same problem by reporting your experience éitherg/ScamTracker[Source:BBB Scam Alerts

| Novembe 13, 2020 ++]
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Online Shopping Scam
Update 04: Among Top 3 Since 2017

Are you purchasing more online now? Itds convenient. I
found that online purchase scams havebeentine t op t hree types of scams since 2
to limit exposure, and many businesses previously closed and now slowly reopening with limited hours, many
consumers are turning to online purchases for home delivery. But predat@r been taking advantage of this increase

in online purchases. BBB reports that in 2020 so far, 64% of reported scams are from online purchases, with a
staggering 80.5% of consumers reporting they lost money from these scams.

What is an Online Purchase Scam?

Online purchase scams typically involve the purchase of products and/or services via a website. Scammers offer
attractive deals, but no product/service is delivered once payment is made. Or scammers pretend to purchase an item,
butthensendakae check and ask for a refund of the faccidenta

Outsmart Scammers with Prevention Tips

BBB offers helpful information and tips to stay safe from online purchase scams and many other types of scams, such
as scams for rental, employment,ditecard and debt relief, tax collection, health care, and identity theft. Ten tips to
protect against most scams:

1 Never send money via gift card or wire transfer to someone you have never metfiaoe

1 Avoid clicking on links or opening attachmeiisunsolicited emails.

f Dondt believe everything you see.

1 Double check your online purchase is secure before checking out.

T Use extreme caution when dealing with anyone youbve

1 Never share personally identifiable information with someonewholast act ed you wunsol i cit
over the phone, by email, on social media, even at your front door.

1 Resist the pressure to act immediately.

1 Use secure and traceable transactions.

1 Whenever possible, work with local businesses.

1 Be cautious about whgbu share on social media.

Find More Tips at the Better Business Bureau

BBB offers a handyscam tracketo find local scams in your area, a wayfile a complaint and a weeklyscam

alertemailt o stay updated on scammersd | atest tricks and tip
your famiy. And safeguard against scammers. [Source: Vantage Point | Better Business Bureau | November 10, 2020

++]

Fake Gaming Console Scam
Fake Deals Trick Holiday Shoppers

With many people shopping for gifts on a budget this holig@ssn, scammers are taking advantage of the demand
for pricey gaming consoles by promoting fake deals on Nintendo Switch, PlayStation 4 PRO, and the new PlayStation
5. Be sure to use caution when buying a console online.

How the Scam Works
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You find a popilar gaming console for sale online at a reduced price. Hoping to save some money, you
research the sellerds website and find a few positi
PayPal or another online payment method. You receive an emailroatifin with shipping information and

a tracking number.

I f you receive a package at al liindtead)ims avalielesspghanpa ny , i
cover or similar small object. Since you technically received a shipment, you wilbebéun contest the
purchase with the thirgarty who processed the payment.

Attempts to contact the company are useless. No one answers your phone calls or emails. One consumer

who never received any package r emoeacheuttotheemédiBB. or g/
address on their website, however | received an email informing me that it was not a valid email address. |

then attempted to call the phone number listed on the website, [which gave me] an automatic message
informing me thatth@e u mber was not wvalid. o

Avoid Online Shopping Scams:

il

Research the company you plan to purchase from thor
already know and trust, but if you decide to purchase from an unfamiliar online store, do yewdnkom

first. Read as many customer reviews as you can find, look up the business on org, and do an online search
with the companyés name foll owed by the word fAscamo
company has legitimate customer servicetaot information (not just a form you have to fill out and hope

for a response) and clear return and refund policies as well.

Avoid i mpulse buying. Scammers | ike to draw people
hopes you will hand overoyir money on impulse. Resist the urge.

Donét believe prices that are too good to be true.
console at a major retailer. You can check prices online to get a general idea of what the consofg is sel

for. Keep that price in mind as you shop and be wary of sellers who offer the product at a steeply discounted
price. You could end up spending money on a defective or counterfeit product, or no product at all!

For More Information

For more holiday ps, check outvww.BBB.org/holidaytips, as well as information from BBB on how $top safe

this holiday season. f youbve been a victim of this scam, hel p out
www.BBB.org/ScamTracker [Source: BBB Scam AlertdNovember 62020 ++]
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State Tax Burden forKansasRetired Vets
As of NOV 2020

Many people planning to retire use the presemcabsence of a state income tax as a litmus test for a retirement
destination. This is a serious miscalculation since higher sales and property taxes can more than offset the lack of a
state income tax. The | ack efisuraalmvtotalttex burdanc States raiseaexenuwko e s n
in many ways including sales taxes, excise taxes, license taxes, income taxes, intangible taxes, property taxes, estate
taxes and inheritance taxes. Depending on where you live, you may end up payfitigeati or just a few. Following

are the taxes you can expect to pay if you retire in the stétansias

SalesTaxes

The Kansasstate sales tax rate is%%6, and the averagisS sales tax after local surtaxes8s2%.
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1 Kansas does not exempt any typégparchase from the state sales tax. In most states, necessities
such as groceries, clothes, and drugs are exempted from the sales tax or charged at a lower sales
tax rate.

1 Counties and cities can charge an additional local sales tax of up to 3.5%mftimmum possible
combined sales tax of 10%

1 Kansas has 677 special sales tax jurisdictions with local sales taxes in addition to the state sales
tax

1 Kansas treats both candy and soda as groceries for sales tax purposes. Other items including
gasoline, alcobl, and cigarettes are subject to various Kansas excise taxes in addition to the sales
tax.

1 Kansas has a lower state sales tax than 82.7% of states

Companies or individuals who wish to make a qualifying purchasdrex must have a Kansas state
sales tax exemption certificate, which can be obtained froemKansas Department of Reven@m making
an exempt purchase, Exemption Certificate holders may submit a completed Kansas Sales Tax Exemption
Form to the vendor instead of paying sales tax.

ExciseTaxes

An excise tax is a tax directly levied on certain goods by a state or federal government. The most prominent excise
taxes collected by thKansasstate government are the fuel tax on gasoline and toalkml "sin tax" collected on
cigarettes and ebholic beverages. An excise tax is not the same thiaGakes Tax. ThKansasSales Tax is collected

as a percentage of the final purchase price of all qualifying sales, and is collected directly from the end consumer of
the productK a n seacsétars, on the other hand, are flat jpmit taxes that must be paid directly to the Vermont
government by the merchant before the goods can be sold. Merchants may be required to attach tax stamps to taxable
merchandise to show that the excise tax was paigh Ehough excise taxes are collected from businesses|lyidlia
merchants pass on the excise tax to the customer through higher prices for the taxed goods.

1 Alcohol: Liquor $.50 per gal |Light Wine: $030 per gal| Fortified Wine: $0.75 per g&lBeer: $018 per
gal. All are already added to their purchase prices by the retaileKdarsasexcise tax on liquois ranked
#43 out of the 50 state®ne of the lowest liquor taxes in the counffie excise tax on winé one of the
lowest in the countrand is ranked #40 out of the 50 stafHse excise tax on beeas lowerthan64% of the
other states and mnked 82 out of the 50 state&ansas also charges a 10% Liquor Drink Tax on gross
receipts Liquor-by-the-Drink - on-premises consumption; i.®yinking Establishmenjs

1 Cannabis Tax: Processed: $3.50 per gram or portion of gt&vet Plant: $0.40 per gram or portion of
gram| Dry Plant: $0.90 per gram or portion of gram

1 Cellphone: The average tax collected on cell phone plans in Kansd8i845per phone service plan, one of
the highest cellphone taxes in the country. Kansas' average cellphone tax is fahigite$t out of the 50
states. The Kansas cellphone tax is already included in the service plan price you pay to your sengce provid
and may be listed as "Misc. taxes and Fees" or "Other" on your

1 Cigarettes: The Kansas excise tax on cigarettes is $0.79 per 20 cigarettesihaw&0% of the other 50
states. Kansas' excise tax on cigarettes is rankétigbest out of the 50 g&s. The Kansas cigarette tax of
$0.79 is applied to every 20 cigarettes sold (the size of an average pack of cigarettes). If a pack contains more
than20 cigarettes, a higher excise tax will be collected.

f Fuel: The excise tax on gasoligedieselis $0.24 & $0.26 per gallonwhich is the 29 highest in the country
and lower than 58% of the statThis is in addition to the federal excise tax of 18.4¢ per gallon on gasoline
and 24.4¢ per gallon, on diesel. Refehttms://www.salestaxhandbook.com/vermont/gaseliret for all
state and federghxes by type of fuel.

1 Vehicle: Kansas collects a registration fee and a title fee on the sale or transfer of cars and motorcycles, which
areessentially renamed excise taxes. Unlike standard excise taxes, however, the end consumer must pay the
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tax directly to the Kansas Department of Transportation and receive documentation (registration and title
papers) proving the fees were pakhnsas als charges a 3.5% excise taxr frentals not exceeding 28
consecutive days

IPersonallncome Taxe$
Tax Rate RangeSingle Low i 3.1%; High i 576+ $1252.50 (Tax. Go to https://www.tax
brackets.orfyermonttaxtable for details).
Income Brackets: Single Lowesi $0 to $.5,000; Highest' $30,000+
Number of Brackets: 3
Personal Exemptions:Singlei $2,25Q Marriedi $$4,500 Each Dependerit$2,250; Head of Househote2,250
Standard Deduction: Single - $3,00Q Couple- $7,500; Head of Household$5,30; Ageover 65 or blind+$350
each
Medical/Dental Deduction: Federal amount
Federal Income Tax Deduction:None
Retirement Income TaxesMilitary, civil service, state/local government pensions aremgi®e Outof-state
government pensions are fully taxed. Railroad retirement is fully exempt. Social Security is exempt for residents with
a federal adjusted gross income of $75,000 will be exempt from any state tax on their Social Security benefits.
Retired Military pay: Not taxed
Military Disability Retired Pay: Retirees who entered the military before Sept. 24, 1975, and members receiving
disability retirements based on combat injuries or who could receive disability payments from the VA are covered by
laws giving disability broad exemption from federal income tax. Most military retired pay based on-sslatieg
disabilities also is free from federal income tax, but there is no guarantee of total protection.
VA Disability Dependency and Indemnity Compensation: VA benefits are not taxable because they generally are
for disabilities and are not subject to federal or state taxes.
Military SBP/SSBP/RCSBP/RSFPPNot taxed
Website: KansadDepartment oRevenuehttps://ksrevenue.org/
Tax Forms:

1 K-40 2019ncome Tax Form Instructiongttps://www.ksrevenue.org/pdf/ip19.pdf

1 K-40 2019Income Tax Fornttps://ksrevenue.org/pd#019.pdf

I Sched S 2019 Kansas Supplemental Schedtps://ksrevenue.org/pdf/seh9.pdf

1 All KansasTax formshttps://ksrevenue.org/formslibrary.html

Property Taxes

A property tax is a levy on property that the owner is required to pay, with rates set as a percentage of the home value.
Property assessments include two componrer@snprovement or building value, and the land or site value. Your
property taxes help to fund local programs such as schools, fire stations, and municipal governments like select boards.
Additional information to help you with understanding property taxefydimg how to appeal your property taxes can

be found on the Secretary of State's welittiigs://sos.vermont.gov/municipdivision/lawsresources

1 The median property tax Kansasis $1,625per year for a home worth the median valuel&3500. Counties
in the statecollect an average of 29% of a property's assessed fair market value as property tax per year.
Kansas is ranked number twenty six out of the fifty states, in afdbie average amount of property taxes
collected.

1 Kansasmedian income is $6427 per year, so the median yearly property tax paithbir residents amounts
to approximatel\2.68% of their yearly incomeThe statds ranked25™ of the 50 states for pperty taxes as
a percentage of median income.

1 The exact property tax levied depends on the county the property is localetirieon County collects the
highest property tax in Kansas, levying an average of $2,664.00 (1.27% of median home valué yearly
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property taxes, while Osborne County has the lowest property tax in the state, collecting an average tax of
$594.00 (1.5% of median home value) per yEar more localized property tax rates, find your county in the
county list ahttp://www.taxratesorg/kansas/propertiax#CountiesYour county's property tax assessor will
send you a bill detailing the exact amount of property tax you owe every year.
An individual that is a Kansas resident that lives in Kansas for all of 2019, who owned and octupiesl a
in Kansas during 2019, who was aged 65 years or older for all of 2019 (born before January 1, 1954) and who
had a "household income" of $20,300 or less in 2019 shall qualify for a SAFESR rEfiencefund is 75%
of the 2018 general property tax paidto be paid as shown of the 2019 real estate tax statement for the
residence in which the claimant lived in 2019. The 2019 property tax consists of the 1st half which is due Dec.
20, 2019 and the 2nd half which is due May 10, 2020. The 2019 propeiitythe total of both the 1st and
2nd half taxes. While there is no limit as to the amount of the SAFESR refund, the appraised value of the
residence cannot exceed $350,000. SAFESR claimants with a 2019 general property tax of $936 or more will
receive SSAFESR refund in excess of $700 ( $936 X .75 = $702). Income for SAFESR purposes is the same
as "household income" for Homestead refund purposes. It is generally all intaxable and nontaxable
received by all household members during 20T® INCLUDE 100% of Social Security Benefits received.
A claimant may receive either a Homestead or a SAFESR refund but not both. "Household Income" DOES
NOT INCLUDE:

a Social Security Disability payments,

u SSI Disability payments,

u Railroad Disability paymes or,

u Veterans Disability payments.
The Homestead Refund is a rebate program for the property taxes paid by homeowners. The refund is based
on a portion of the property tax paid onReferttansas
https://www.ksrevenue.org/fagaxhomestead.htmiTo qualify you must be a Kansas resident, living in
Kansas the entire year. Your total household income must be $35,700 or less. You must alse ofabEo
following requirements:

U  You were born before Jan. 1, 1964; OR

U You must have been totally and permanently disabled or blind during the entire year, regardless of

your age; OR
U You must have had a dependent child living with you all of last yearwesoborn before Jan. 1,
2019, and was under the age of 18 the entire year

Inheritance and Estate Taxe$

The Kansas inheritance (succession) tax has been repealed. Due to the retroactive nature of the repeal, any succession
tax that has been paid will befunded. For further informationlick here

Interest & Penalty|

il

Interest is computed on the amount of tax due if payment is received after the due date. Interest is not computed
on penalty or on interest itselGo to https://www.ksrevenue.org/pandi.htnibr the interest rate accessed
annually for the tax years 1950 thru2a0

Penalty for tax years ending after 12/31/01: Penalty will be computed at the rageroéft per month on the
balance due with a maximum penalty not to exceed 24 percent (maximum 10 percent penalty on field audits).
Penalty for tax years 2001 and priBenalty is computed at the rate of 10 percent on the amount of tax due if
payment is eceived after the due date but within six months of the original due date. Penalty is computed at
25 percent on the tax balance due if the payment is received after six months of the original due date. Penalty
is not computed on interest or penalty itself.

lOther State Tax Rate$
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To compare the above sales, income, and property tax rates to those accessed in other states go to:
1 Sales Taxhttp://www.taxrates.org/taxtables/saksx-by-stae.
1 Personal Income Takttp://www.taxrates.org/taxtables/incortax-by-state
1 Property Taxhttp://www.taxrates.org/taxtables/propertgx-by-state

-0-0-O-0-0-

For further information visit the Kansas Department of Revenue Hite//www.ksrevenue.org [Source:
https://www.retirementliving.com/taxde@ansasnewmexico#KANSAS| November 2020 ++]

* General Interest * |

il

al

SE

Notes of Interest
November16thru 30, 2020

Wreaths Across America Arlington National Cemetery announcél NOV that it would not take part in

this year'sevent scheduled for 19 DEC due to the pandeHuevever,Army Secretary Ryan McCarthy on

17 NOV ordered Arlington National Cemetery to reverse course ‘affeeaths Across America" tribute to

the nation's fallen s$dor next month.

Covid-19 Vaccines.To find out the latest news on Covl® Vaccines refer to the CDC website at
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/204fov/vaccines/index.html

Care Packages.The USO at Camp Lemonnier, Djibouti, had the opportunity to deliver the hitéenth

USO care packagen 11 NOV. Each year the USO sends care packages to members of the U.S. military all
over the world.

Recycling. The Environmental Ptection Agency wants 50% of the waste generated in the United States to
be recycled by 2030t present theate is actually headed in the wrong direction, dropping from 35% to
32% from 2017 to 2018, when 94 million of the 292 million tons of municipal saste generated that year
were recycled and composted.

A Call to Spy. A film thattackles WWI espionage It recounts the story afirginia Hall, one of the most
successful espionage operativestlwit war earning not only the contempt of the Gestdpd, also the
Distinguished Service Cro$s the only civilian woman to be sohonorddh e movi ebds trail er
at https://youtu.be/TbZgLKjrdnA

WWI Legacy. The French government estimates that mii@mi unexploded shells from World War |
remain buried or undiscovered in the French countryside. Every year;deanimg units remove more than

40 tons of unexploded munitions from the Verdun area alone.

Submarines. After decades of naming attack subimas after cities and states, the Navy has announced it
will name three boats after denizens of the deep.

Covid-19 Masks. In South Korea, you can now be fined $90 for not wearing a mask in public.

[Source: VariousNlovember30, 2020 ++]
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Military Congressional Committees
ShakeUps Coming for Someafter the Election

The membership of the House in the 117th Congress is largely set, with Democrats maintaining the majority and most
key leaders of committees that oversee the Dejgatsrof Defense and Veterans Affairs returning. The makeup of the
Senate and who chairs its committees is another matter, dependent on the outcome of two runoff elections in Georgia
on 5 JAN. According to The Associated Press, the current count in themd®ber Senate is 50 Republicans, 46
Democrats and two Independents who caucus with the Demecsatss. Bernie Sanders of Vermont and Angus King

of Maine.

Should the Democrsatwin the two races in Georgia,vibuld give them a total of 50, with \&cPresidenelect
Kamala Harris empowered to break ties as president of the Senate. Control of the Senate would pass to the Democrats
and trigger a seismic role reversal for current Senate Majority Leader Mitch McCon#éll)(8nd Minority Leader
Chuck Stumer (BNY). Who keeps their chairmanships or ranking member positions depends largely on committee
assignments by party leaders in the House and on seniority in the Seogtén the case of Republicans in both
chambers, term limits. Here's a looktla¢ committees that set policy and fund the armed services and VA, and the
outcome of their leaderships' elections.

1 House Armed Services Committ€hairman Adam Smith of Washington easily defeated Republican
challenger Doug Basler, winning nearly thigeearters of his district's vote. Ranking member Rep. Mac
Thornberry, RTexas, is retiring at the end of the year; lawmakers vying for his position, including Rep.
Mike Rogers of Alabama and Rep. Mike Turner of Ohio, both won their elections.

1 House VeteranAffairs CommitteeChairman Mark Takan(D-CA) defeated his challenger, Air Force
veteran Aja Smith, earning 64% of the vote vs. Smith's 35.9%. Ranking member Rep. RRiTRYe
announced his retirement earlier this year; a possible successor fdeliésHimrida Rep. Gus Bilirakis,
who served as vice chairman of the committee before the House flipped in 2018.

1 House Appropriations Committe€here will be a leadership shalp in this committee, which controls all
federal funding, including for theépartments of Defense, Veterans Affairs and Homeland Security.
Chairwoman Rep. Nita Lowey of New York is retiring; House Democrats likely will select her replacement
from among those who chair one of the committee's 12 subcommittees, although reelezned Def
Subcommittee Chairman Rep. Peter ViscloddyIN) and Homeland Security Subcommittee Chairwoman
Lucille RoybatAllard of California have takethemselves out of the runningep. Kay Granger serves as
the committee's ranking member; she won reeleetitin 63.7% of the vote in Texas' 12th District.
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1 Senate Armed Services Commit€kairman Jim InhoféR-OK) and ranking member Jack Re@iRI)
both won their elections. Whether they keep their positions will depend on who wins the majority after the
Geagia runoffs.

1 Senate Veterans Affairs Committékeither Chairman Jerry Moran of Kansas nor ranking member Jon
Tester of Montana were up for reelection this year; both are likely to keep their positions if the Senate
doesn't flip.

1 Senate Appropriationsd@nmittee The terms of Chairman Richard Shelby of Alabama and ranking member
Patrick Leahy of Vermont end in 2022; it's nearly certain both will keep their positions but could swap roles
if the Senate changes hands.

Other races of interest:

1 Retired NASAastronaut and Navy Capt. Mark Kelly defeated Sen. Martha McSally, the Air Force's first
female combat fighter pilot, in a close race that continues to be counted in Arizona. As of Wednesday, Kelly
had 51.2% of the vote to McSally's 48.8%. McSally has anteded.

1 Sen. Joni ErndiR-I1A). a retired Army National Guard lieutenant colonel, fought off a tough challenge from
Democrat Theresa Greenfield, securing her job with 51.8% of the vote statewide. Ernst is chairwoman of the
Senate Armed Services CommitseeEmerging Threats and Capabilities subcommittee.

1 Sen. David Perdu@R-GA) chairs the Senate Armed Services Committee's Seapower subcommittee and
faces a runof6 JAN against John Ossoff, a flmmaker and journalist who served as a congressional staffer
for Rep. Hank Johnsdib-GA) for five years.

[Source: Military.com | Richard SiskNovember2, 2020 ++]
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U.S. Russian Tensions
Update 05: Military Activity Picking Up in the Quiet Waters between th@wo

Tensions between theSUand Russia and increasing activity in the Arctic have drawn more attention to the countries'
otherwise giet boundary in the high nortfihe Bering Strait, between Alaska and Russia's Far East, has long been an
area of low tension and cooperation on erattike waterway management and fisheries enforcement. But expectations

of increased commercial and military activity in the Arctic have raibedstrait's strategic profiléThe Northwest

Passage and the Northern Passage all link through one stratggigvay in the West, and that's through the Bering
Strait," retired US Air Force Gen. Douglas Fraser said at a Wilson Center event in October, referring to sea routes along
the northern coasts of Canada and Russia, respectively.

Russia is modernizgits military, and the rejuvenation of its submarine fleet in particular has drawn US military
attention back to the GreenlatzklandUK Gap, through which Russian navy ships would need to pass to strike targets
at sea in the Aantic or in the US and Eape."The issues that we're facing and talking about in the GIUK Gap, you
need to be very cognizant that they could also appear in the Bering Sea," added Fraser, VesxdeGoinmand in
the mid2000s.Fraser is not alone in that assessment. At a Séeatiéng in March, the Navy's top officer, Adm.
Michael Gilday, said he expected the Bering Strait to be "strategically as important as the Strait of Malacca or the Strait
of Hormuz."

The US military has been active in those straits for years, battitdty in and around Alaska is in@ging.With
the Seward Peninsula of Alaska to the east, and Chukotskiy Poluostrov of Siberia to the west, the Bering Strait separates
the United States and the Russian Federation by only 90 kilometers.

79| Page



In May 2019, a Navy aircraft carrier joined the Northern Edge exercise in the Gulf of Alaska for the first time in
decade; months later, the Navy returned to Adak Island, in Alaska's Aleutiad Gifein, for another exerciskdak
was home to a sprawling Nabwse that closed in the 1990s, but Navy officials have discussed again using it for aerial
patrols. The Navy's longstanding Arctic submarine exercises &lao taken on new relevan€kethink we ought to
pay a lot of attention to the Aleutians," Frasaidsat the October event. "They provide, really, a string across the
approaches into the Bering, and as more and more strategic activity happens ... through the northern approaches, the
Aleutians are going to be a strategic and key terrain."

The Air Force and Space Force will be "key contributors” to addressing issuesighdhdhe region, Fraser said.
The Air Force has the US military's largest presence in the Arctic, where it works with Canadian forces on airborne
earlywarning operations, inctling intercepting Russian bombers that approach US airspace. That presence will grow
as the Air Force adds n®F35s to its bases in Alask@ther service branches want to increase their training in Alaska,
and lawmakers have plied for more investmentdfe. The US Army Corps of Engineers recently approved plans to
expand the port of Nome, on Alaska's Bering coast. That "will not only help from a natémaity perspective but
... help [local communities] to reduce the cost of living," Alaska Sen.Nliskowski said at another event in October.
‘Not so much about signaling’

Russia's Far East and Arctic regions are sparsely populated, and after the Cold War the military infrastructure there
deteriorated, but Moscow iefurbishing those facilitiesThe physical proximity to both Canada and Alaska ... makes
the Far Eastern flank of the Arctic as ... important to the Russians as the European flank, or NATO flank, of the Arctic,"
Alexey Muraviev, head of the Department of Social Sciences and Se8uuritigs at Australia's Curtin University, told
Insider this summeiThe work includes expanding and upgrading airfields to handle strategic bombers and support all
weather operations, though Russia is "mindful of China" and concerns it may have abautisiigmear their shared
border, Muraviev said.

Russia has renovated Arctic bases to support maritime operations along the Northern Sea Route and added new
radars and other installations to detect an airborne attack. The easternmost Arctiacibiyaisfon Wrangel Island,
just 300 miles from Alaska&Russia's Pacific Fleet has received a variety of new ships and has increased its exercises.
A major naval drill in August led to close encounters between RussiamaiipUS fishermen near AlasRéat was
Russia's first significant exercise in the region in some time, but it wasn't clear if it was a response to US actions,
according to Michael Kofman, director of the Russia Studies PrograrNAt & nonprofit research groupA lot of
big Russian iifitary exercises, it's not so much about signaling,” Kofman told Insider. "It's much more about them
actually being able to do it ... to mass forces, to exercise farther away from the actual naval bases."

Kofman was skeptical that the Bering Stradtuld take on the same strategic significance as the GIUK Gap but said
the sea lines of communication that run through it mean it would be important if the US pursuesrarséatrategy
in a conflict, particularly one with China, which brands itsethaarArctic power" aml is increasingly active there.
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"China's quite interested in the Arctic," Kofman said, "and the United States is always interested not just in Russia but
anywhere China gets interestedSource: Business InsiderChristopher Wood}yNovember 5, 2020 ++]

U.S. Russian Tensions
Update 06: Trump Cancels Open Skies Treaty

The Trump administration has officially withdrawn from the Open Skies treaty, six monthstaftirg the process to
leave."On May 22, 2@0, the United States exercised its right pursuant to paragraph 2 of Article XV of the Treaty on
Open Skies by providing notice to the Treaty Depositaries and to all States Parties of its decision to withdraw from the
Treaty, effective six months from thetification date,” State Department deputy spokesneaa Brown said in a
statement!Six months having elapsed, the U.S. withdrawal took effect on November 22, 2020, and the United States
is no longer a State Party to the Tigean Open Skies," Brown add. The postCold War agreement was struck to

allow nations to conduct flyovers of other allies in an attempt to collect military data and other intelligence on
neighboring foreign enemies.

In a statement issued @& NOV, Sen. Bob Menendez {BJ) called the administration's withdrawal "reckless" and
encouraged Presideatect Joe Biden's administration to rejdie pact once he is inaugurat®idstrongly believe that
President Trumpébés decision to wit hldw "ahe radfkingppnmemhiehoathel r eat vy
Senate Foreign Relations Committee said. "In the 2020 National Defense Authorization Act, Congress reaffirmed its
support for the Open Skies Treaty and specifically mandated the administration justify a withdrawal fbsryefore
any formal notification of withdrawal took place. President Trump brazenly ignored the law and is unilaterally imposing
a politicallyc har ged wi t hdrawal, even after |l osing a president

Trump first announced in May he would wditaw from the treaty, with Secretary of State Mike Pompeo formally
submitting a notice of intent to widlhaw from the pact a day latéWhile the United States, along with our Allies and
partners that are States Parties to the treaty, have lived updoroonitments and obligations under the treaty, Russia
has flagrantly and continuously violated the treaty in various ways for years," Pompeo said at the time. "This is not a
story exclusive to just the treaty on Open Skies, unfortunately, for Russiadmaa berial violator of many of its arms
control obligations and commitments.”

In June, Democrats on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee questioned the legality of the Trump
administration's dé® to withdraw from the pacti T h e t i midecgiond flessytlmamn five months before an
electiond is also suspect. Beginning the U.S. withdrawal from the Open Skies Treaty, without complying with U.S.
domestic law or constitutional practice, is an obvious political maneuver in an attempt tobindlaf e ad mi ni st r a
senators wrote in a |letter to Pompeo and former Secr et
immediately discontinue your efforts to initiate the withdrawal process until Congress is provided with the requisite
notification under the [National Defense Authorization Act], and the Senate has had an opportunity to weigh in on the
withdrawal . 0

During his first term in office, Trump and his allies have boasted that they have been tougher on Russia in recent
years tha any previous administration, despite claims of an inappropriately friendly relationship between thetpresiden
and his Russian counterpahh August, the Trump administration pulled out of the Intermedimtge Nuclear Forces
Treaty with Russia, an aggment banning nuclear and conventional grdandched ballistic and cruise missiles with
ranges between 500 and 5,500 kiiers that was signed in 1981 the time, the administration accused Russia of
violating the terms of the treaty after saying U.Sof f i ci als had "tried everything
Russia from building up its nuclear capabilifigource: The Hill Pominick Mastrangeld Novembe22, 2020 ++]
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Climate Change
Update ®4: The Climate Hustle

Noteveryondsonboard n supporting gover nment &apinienfrficke written by newss t o p
correspondent and consumer advodaten Stosseformer ceanchor of ABC News 220. Any commergyou nay
have can béorwardedto himvia http://www.jewishworldreview.com/1120/stosse111820.php3

-0-0-0-0-0-

| hear that climate change will destroy much of the wdfldhere will be irreversible damage to the pldhetarns a

CNN anchoroe Biden says he'll spend $500 billion a year to fight what his websiteapdléeistential threat to life.
Really?I'm a consumer reporter. Over the years, alarmed scientists have passionately warned me about many things
that theythought were about to kill American®Asbestos in hair dryers, coffee, computer terminals, electric power
lines, microwave ovens, cell phones (brain tumors!), electric blankets, computer terminals, herbicides, plastic residue,
etc. are causing Americaancer epidemic!lf those things don't get us, "West Nile Virus will!'" Or SARS, Bird Flu,

Ebola, flesheating bacteria or "killer beesExperts told me millions would die on Jan. 1, 2000, because computers
couldn't handle the switch from 1999. Machinesund fail; planes would crash.

The scientists were welhformed specialists in their fields. They were sincerely alarmed. The more knowledge you
have about a threat, the more alarmed youYgt. mass death didn't happen. COVID has been the onfyne in my
50 years of reporting that a scare proved tMaybe you accepted the phrase | used above: "America's cancer
epidemic."” But there is no cancer epidemic. Cancer rates are down. We simply live long enough to get diseases like
cancer. But peopléhink there's a cancer epidemithe opposite is true. As we've been exposed to more plastics,
pesticides, mysterious chemicals, food additives and new technologies, we live longer tharhatenvhy I'm
skeptical when I'm told: Climate change is aistis

Climate change is real. It's a problem, but | doubt that it's "an existential tf8egirig that makes alarmists mad.
When Marc Morano says it, activists try to prevent him from speaKiffiey do not want dissent,” says Morano,
founder ofwww.ClimateDepot.coma website that rebuts much of what climate activists teach in schislan
indoctrination that's so complete that by the time (kids) get to high school, they're not even aware thanthere's
scientific dissent.'Morano's new movie, "Climate Hustle 2," presents that dissent. Mywi@®0 this week features
his movie Morano argues that politicians use fear of globalmag in order to gain powetClimate Hustle 2" features
Senator Chuck Schumer shouting: "If we would do more on climate change, we'd have fewer of these hurricanes and
other types of storms! Everyone knows that!"
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