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*DoD *

Overseas Holiday Mail 3 2018 Deadlines

Military postal officials and the U.S. Postal Service have issued their suggested mailing deadlines for holiday
packages and letters, for the best chance of getting them to military locations overseas in time for Christmas. To get
them there in time for Harkkah, which start2 DECthis year, subtict 23 days from the deadlindhe deadlines

for various methods of shipping are the same for most APO/FPO/DPO (diplomatic post office) ZIP codes, with the
exception of some mail going to APO/FPO/DPO Zip Code @8i8;h covers overseas contingency areas.

1 USPS Retail Ground mail (the slowest way to go, formerly known as Standard Post): Nov. 6.
1 Space Available Mail (SAM): Nov. 27.
1 Parcel Airlift Mail (PAL): Dec. 4.
91 FirstClass and Priority Mail (letters, cards andleges): Dec. 11, except for ZIP 093, which is Dec. 4.
9 Priority Mail Express Military Services: Dec. 18. Not available for ZIP 093.
Youbve got time to plan within your budget. Check wit

your pakage. U.S. Postal Service offers free priority maitifégte boxes, which can be used to ship itémat a

flat shipping rate regardless of the weightto overseas military addresses. The cost of shipping to APO/FPO/DPO
addresses is the same as domeastiigping pricesBut those who use the largest Priority Mail Flat Rate Box for mail
sent to these addresses get a discount of $1.5Mgpa reduced price of $17.40he priority mail flatboxes can

also beordered free onlinéPostage, labels and customs forms can be printed online QsikegN-Ship. [Source:
ArmyTimes | Todd South | October 10, 2018 ++]
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DoD MSEP 3 VA Joins Military Spouse Employment Partnership

Today the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairsdéd (VA) Boe
employment opportunities for military spouses by joining the Department of Defense (MOfayy Spouse

Employment Partnership (MSEPWSEP is a career program connecting military spouses with more than 390

affiliated employers who have committed to recruit, hire, promote and retain military spouses in portable careers.

A By deyskillsdkpoivladge, and abilities that can be used in-teyhand industry sectors, military spoutes

especially those who face frequent relocatibean achieve employment continuity and increased opportunities for
upward career mobthryy Robeaid WAkiISecr iBVA is committe
Veterans and their families, and we understand that military spouses offer unique perspectives that can help us deliver

on our promise to care for Veterans. o

The Boar di$ts conducs learings and decide appeals properly and in a timely manner. The MSEP is
part of the DODO6s broader Spouse Education and Career
23 percent unemployment rate experienced by military sgoasé 25 percent wage gap experienced by military
wives. SECO provides education and career guidance to military spouses worldwide and offers free, comprehensive


https://store.usps.com/store/product/shipping-supplies/priority-mail-apofpo-flat-rate-box-P_MILI_FRB
https://reg.usps.com/entreg/LoginAction_input?app=GSS&appURL=https://cns.usps.com/labelInformation.shtml
https://msepjobs.militaryonesource.mil/msep/home
https://msepjobs.militaryonesource.mil/msep/home

resources and tools related to career exploration; education; training and licensing; emiplegdiress; and career
connections. SECO also offers free catemaiching services six days a week. To learn more about SECO, visit
Military OneSourceor call 800342-9647 to speak to a SECO career co&an.more information on the MSEP and
the 350,327 active job postings for military spouses, Wi$is://msepjobs.militaryonesource.mi[Source: VA
News Release | October 29, 2018 ++]

DoD Budget 2@0 3 First Cut Under Trump | Limited to $700B

The Pentagon has officially been told the national security top line for fiscal 2020 will be $700 billion, representing
the first cut to defense spendingder the Trump administratioDeputy Secretary of Defense Patrick Shanahan told
reporters at the Military Reporters & Editors Conferenc®©OCTthat Office of Management and Budget head
Mick Mulvaney directly told him the Department of Defense must fair the $700 billion figure, first floated by
President Donald Trump at a Cabinet meeting last week.

Notably, Shanahan indicated this will not be a-gaar blip, but rather part of a flattening of budgets, saying
Awhen you | ook, aitt 9 en&t70j0udt Iloronone year drop down, [
over theo future years def ens e vepyrbudgetAasked whetherfthisimpactge ar pr «
the department 6s pl an froindhe &Jerseis ContimgengyhQpegratidhs v@artinbei funding o n
account into the base budget, Shanahan said that no decision has been made. Critics of OCO have argued the DoD
pushes items that should be in the base budget into the wartime fund in order toemtcihesequestratioelated
budget caps.

The change comes with just weeks | eft in the DoD&s b
working under the assumption it would have a $733 billion budget topTime.$700 billion figure neresents a
roughly 2.2 percent cut below the FY19 level of $716 billion, and a 4.5 percent cut below the projected $733 billion
for FY20. However, the new figure still exceeds the $576 billion budget caps for discretionary defense spending, set
under the Bdget Control Act for fiscal 2020ln years past, easing those caps have required intense bipartisan
negotiations, though if the new number holds, budget hawks and the Pentagon would have less to show for them than
last year.

As a result of the lashinute change, Pentagon Comptroller David Norquist is now developing two parallel budget
documents, one still working to the $733 billion figure and one working to the $700 billion figure, to illustrate for
Secretary of Defense JimMat s t he ademtf éfislt idaad i Mie¢ rwedve been going throu

process for the whole year to build a budget thatodos $7:
budget. We are not going to reverse course on all that planningebwill bul d t wo budgets, 0 Shanat

Under the budget change, expect modernization to takefahih e way | woul d t hink a abo
and the approach, there are cert ai-termtchsidnhgast twheabtr ey oguo i cnag
spend in the next year that are on contract, and for all intents and purposes are fixed. Then there are other investments
we would make in science and technology and procurement, where wé lapet i o n s | i n Asaar ms of |
exampe, Shanahan pointed to the number of hypersonic weapon systems in development, noting some of those may
be delayed as one way to save investment fundindespite the systems beiagpriority for the departmenii | t
comes down to a judgment call, how fdsb we moderni ze? And thatoés probably
turn, 0 he said.

Asked whether that means a traaf€between capability and capacity, Shanahan tried to thread the needle, saying,
iln this budget, g u arefointingoutipat ofihis migsion imtpimpecthesystemdalready f
inhandiWed6re | ooking at taking from the assets we alread


http://www.militaryonesource.mil/
https://msepjobs.militaryonesource.mil/

exampl e that the deptagettingenore A8s dlyinfg\Hawewer, $hanahan indicated that
the development of a Space Force and its associated offices will still be part of the budget request.

The news drew a measured reaction from the fiscally conservative think tank FreedomWorks, whose president
AdamBr andon said the organization was ilbevaitt appravethey opt i m

requesti Therebds a possibility Congress c-budgetislush édusdslike boost
Overseas Contingency Operationstaft her i ncrease the Pentagonéd6s budget, 0o
threat to the United States is still our massive debt. By being responsible now and balancing the budget we can ensure
thelongterma bi | ity to defend our nation. o

But the hawkishly conservative Heritage Foundation bl

and questioned Trumpb6s commitment to fAmaking the militzé
its Center for National Defense sai d t his demonstrates fithe United State
military investments as it s ofegreand veesr, dicenipespitei defénsene O0ent e

increases to $700 billion in FY18 and $716 billion in FY&Popehr said budget caps, an excessive reliance on OCO,
fand the departmentdés acceptance of stagnant budget g
strengti t needs t o dieRfeebnud |tdhien gn aotuiro nmidl iuite austginedvdorhnhitmente'k e y e ar

Spoehr said in a statement. "I f Pres. Trump is truly
on this issue and work with Congress to ensure we maintain that positive trajectory, and ensuracurréleh e wor | d 0 ¢
| eadi ng super po we r[Sofireer DefitreseNaevdddiron Melotg @ctolee26,2018 ++]
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Iraq War Update 01 3  unvarnished History to be Published by Xmas

An unclassified 1,30p age Aunliasmosyhw@&dof the | rag War is at the ce
leaders and historians over who gets credit for what, aiogptalthe Wall Street Journdlhe infighting has reportedly

stalled the publication of the study, which was commission@®13 by therArmy Chief of Staff Gen. Ray Odierno

and remains unpublished. Sources told the Journal that Odierno urged a team of researchers consisting of some of the
Armyds fAbrightest officerso to wor kletheXlgssorsfot it e swyr sowe t
most r Blugvant .seems nhot everyone is convinced the gener

A chief concern of those who took issue with the first draft of the higtomyhich was completed in 201® is

how the athors chos to portray OdierncAc cor di ng to the Journal, the study fih
of reinforcements and the switch to a counterinsurgency strategy overseen byGéndDaP et r aeus and Gen.
Odierno also apparently circumvented thesndar d process for fApublishing the

Armydés Center of ryModlditakesfiveyto 18 gearfli mdnes dé med t o be of the
the officials foresaw troulBkea.i ODdibkenstueyi wadndwhpuahl i
the Journal writes.

Furthermore, the study team was originally helmed by Army Col. Joel Rayburn, who served as an advisor to
Petraeus in Iraqg, accordj to the JournalThe tangled web of loyaltiegportedly prompted one Army historian to
draft a memo proposing major revisions to the study anc
surgeo and thus, as the Jdosuramal Gewnt. s Pidi 2006fsbugsdoscidbde g&ecny.. «
with a dramatic decline in the sectarian violence that had surged across Iraq the previous year, leading many to
conclude that the extra troops and the counterinsurgency strategy Petraeus employed had succeeded in winning a
seeminglyunwinnable war. That narrative lost some of its luster in the ensuing yetrs gesults proved temporary.
But the history commi ssioned by Odierno has plenty of
the Osurged admngtatheslJoucnales s, 0 accor



Meanwhile, retired Gen. Dan Allyn, who served as Army vice chief of staff when the history was completed in
2016, told the Journal that the brass sought to distan:
in position when theséiings happened, and they were coneedn on how t heyAmangthemamor t r ay e
mistakes identified in the study, according to the Journal, are a chronic shortage of boots on the ground, heavily
lopsided contributions by the various coalition partnéns,consolidating of troops on large forward operating bases
from 2004 to the troop surge, and the failure to prevent Iran and Syria from bolstering their favored militant groups in
Iraqg.

Despite all the drama, however, the Army finally cameuado Last week, the current Army chief of staff, Gen.
Mark Milley, told the Journal that he had discarded plans to tweak the study and said it will be released in its original
form & and with his stamp of approval hopefully by Christmas.[Source: Task Purpose | Adam Linehan |
October 22, 2018+]
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DoD GPSUSE Policy 3 Deployed Servicenember AppsRestricted

Deployed service members will no longer be allowed to use fitness tracking apps or other wearable technology such
as Fitbit and iWatches that rely on geolocation, according to a new Pentaggn'{die rapidly evolving market

of devices, applications, drservices with geolocation capabilities presents a significant risk to the Department of
Defense (DoD) personnel on and off duty, and to our military operations globally," according #lE& memo

written by the Deputy Secretary of Defense Patrick Stama

The discovery that geolocation capabilities can expose locations of bases and important facilities based on where
the geetracking stops prompted the policy change. Data firm Strava's January release of a heat map revealed the
locations and patkays of military installations around the globe due to user data on fithess apps such as Polar Flow.
The global map reflected more than 1 billion paths that the Strava app tracked, but patterns and locations of U.S.
service members could be garnered framming in on sensitive or secured areas.

The new policy does not require a total ban and only affects service members at operational bases or locations.
Personnel working at the Pentagon will still be allowed to use the devices. Additiondesit't prohibit service
members from having the devices with them when they deploy, if the geolocation services are disabled. With that
said, each osite commander will have final say as to what gaddpetg will allow. "These geolocation capabilities
can expose personal information, locations, routines, and numbers of DoD personnel," Shanahan wrote, "and
potentially create unintended security consequences and increased risk to the joint force and Imissioa cases,
the geolocation services will lslowed to be turned on after a security review, according to the new piSicyrce:

Together We Served Dispatch | OCT 2018 ++]
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INF RussianTreaty 3 PostINF landscape

Unreleased Pentagon documents and Congressional demands for information reveal that Washington has long
planned for the day when thetermediate-range Nuclear Forces Treaty(INF) with Russia would be ripped up.

The report by the Joint Staff and StrateGmmmand, exclusively obtained by Breaking Defense, make clear that as

far back as 2018 a year before the Obama administration first publicly complained about Russian violations of
the treatyd the Defense Department was considering which technologiésSteuld develop should Washington

walk away from the INF.



The report points to four ways the US could quickly develop and field missiles with a range between 300 and
3,400 miles, banrteunder the 30 yeanld treaty.Specificaly, it says that thereould be:
1 Modifications to existing short range or tactical weapon systems to extend range.
1 Forwardbased, groundtaunched cruise missiles (GLCMSs)
1 Forwardbased, grourthunched intermediat@nge ballistic missiles (IRBMs)
1 Forwardbased, grountaunchedntermediaterange missiles with trajectory shaping vehicles (TSVs).

[Refer tohttps://breakingdefense.com/2018/10/wivaiaponswill -the-us-build-aftertheinf f or Br eakilng Def e
full analysis of these possible new weapons]

AWithout | NF prohibitions, 0 the repamnutnchaidd,sytsh e mdn ifitc
of using any trajectory (ballistic, shaped, or fimadlistic). Thiswould result in systems with the required timeliness,
effects on target, and survivability needed toelost he e x i st i Ahe restacfoashnithe traaty, wiittanp . 0
in 1987, donét account f odlidemissies.B8udiwan heosti n NfFypdrmheo kiey M
be the ability to fieldagrousdaunched ballistic system, such as an | RBNM
of system could deliver the same or better capability as a-gtidstvehicle, with potentially legechnological risk
and cost. 0

For months, Pentagon officials have publicly signaled they were considering -BNpoktndscape. David

Trachtenberg, deputy undersecretary of Defense for policy, told the Senate Foreign Relations Committee last month
that, given -Rusgiwvwids! yteiaoss, the Trump administration is
worl d wit hout UBS. teemakelshavdlong takeryan interest. The Hill is still waiting for an overdue

report from the Pentaganandated in the 2018 defense authorization bill that would lay out options for developing

systems that would fill the capabilities gaps that have grown between the US and Russia and China. In April, the
Pentagonés chi ef we ap dentsthetheagseoithe Hdfehse comritbeesdskingefor moregtime, e t
saying the department was in the fAearly stageso of asse
to fit the bill. 't was unclstagms scheulek pdeai medi f iwehd tf dir

Pentagon spokesperson Lt. Col. Michelle Baldanza confirmedrtespondenPaul McLearyon 22 OCTthat
the depart ment continues to wor k on H#aanche® interediate o f U. S.
range missile systems, which would enable the United States to defend ourselves and our allies, shotdil Russia
to retur n tlté na dearpf the report & evér delivered to lawmakeBefense Secretary Jim Mattis
and U.S. Ambassad to NATO Kay Bailey Hutchison also slammed Russian violations of the pact during an alliance

meeting in Brussels last month, with Hutchison warning
NATO territory. Following an uproar over hero mme nt s, Hut chison |l ater clarified
about preemptively striking Russia, 0 but Moscow fineeds
match its capabilities to protect US & NATO interests.
But the focus oRussa is only part of the equatioB.hi naés mi ssil e stockpiles have
to defense officials for years, and they estimate at |
3,400 mile restriction. China, obarse, is not a party to the INF Treaty, something which casd®th Washington

and MoscowThe Chineseground ased mi ssil e capabilities means the Unit
taxo in Asia to | aunch c onsiweairdrait shipg and submaiinsse ratmer tsas fird e s f r

them from ashore from mobile groutalinchers, said Eric Sayers, senior adjunct fellow at the Center for a New
American Security and former advi sor t ceddirlare maribnmemander
forces down and drags them away from other critical missions likesantharine andanéii r war f ar e. 0

The Trump Administration has classified both Russia
significant strategidhreat to the United Statdeday. The Trump administration is in the early stages of what
promises to be a bruising trade war with China that touches on everything from cars to agricultural products. The
Pentagon and White House also recently releasedlzaustive Defense Industrial Base report that raises red flags

9


https://breakingdefense.com/2018/10/what-weapons-will-the-us-build-after-the-inf

over Chinese predatory trade practices and its stranglehold over several rare earths maddat$ ttigtiuS defense

industry.On 22 OCT twoJS warships transited the Taiwan Strait in @aclsignal to China that the United States

would maintain its presence in the region, despite the rapidly gréwiagdmodernizingd Chinese militaryii U S S

Curtis Wilbur and USS Antietam conducted a routine Taiwan Strait Transit on October 22, in aoeositan
international |l aw, 06 Cmdr. Nate Christensen, a spokesmal

Russian violations of the INF treaty have effectively killed the document critics argue, as Russia continues to
deny the charges while seeking to incladmed US drones as part of thgggement, which the US rejecBespite
those tensions, there is a sense in Washington that the Trump administration scored an own goal in its handling of

the announcement. Illies ahoptpha final écisibnyi Tdhied m&/te ravlhed tmiaag vi ew o
only in the United States and Russia but around the wor
said Richard Burt, former U.S. chief negotiator of the Strategic Arms Reduction ,Teaadyconference call with

reporters. iThe handling of this decision is just si mpl

Thomas Countryman, former assistant secretary of State for international security and nonproliferation, told
Breaki ng Def e n sthedaduredooeven atemppd to ¢dl IChina and Russia into a larger deal was,
flabsolutely a missed opport uni t-yiclorydsoughtikeepinganelwsgystétma nded N
that adds to its military strength, while being able to shamaéblthe US or accel er atAsfagasan ar ms
China is concerned, filt would be stabilizing for gl oba
withdrawal will simply make even harder what would have been, in any case, an extrdficelly dégotiation with
Chi na a n [Boucce: Beaking Diefens®ful McLeary October 22, 2018 ++]
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DoD/VA Seamless Transition Update 37 Ce r n &HiRoVll Be Standard

The U.S. Secretaries of Veterans Affairs (Va#)d Defense (DOD) have signaled their commitment to achieving
interoperability between the two agencies by implementing a single, seamlessly integrated electronic health record
(EHR), according to a joirgtatement published last we&lA Secretary RobeiVilkie and Defense Secretary James

N. Mattis signed a joint stateme2® SEPp | edgi ng that their two departments w
structures as they roll out a EHR system taccartdingwi | | al | «
a press r@ase about the joint statemehntT he Depart ment of Defense and Depart m
committed to implementing a single, seamlessly integrated electronic health record (EHR) that will accurately and
efficiently share health data between our two agencies and ensure health record interoperability with our networks

of supporting community healthcare providers, o0 the |joi
shared vision and mission to provide sseith the best possible patiesgntered EHR solution and related platforms

in support of the | ifetime care of our Service member s

The VA and the DoD are both undertaking massive projects to modernize their EHRssystHEmoth departments
plan to standardize on Cerneré6és EHR. The hope is that
and make the transition from DoD to VA more seamless for active duty, retired personnel and their dependents. Once
conpleted, the project would cover about 18 million peapléoth the DoD and VA system$he VA signed its
$10 billion contract with Cernet7 MAY t o r e p | a eearoly¥ Ikgacy hehlth information systénthe
Veterans Health Information Systems and Tedbgy Architecture (VistA$ over the next 10 years with the new
Cerner system, whitis in the pilot phase at DoMoD began rolling out its EHR modernization project, called
Military Health System (MHS) Genesis, in January 2017 at Fairchild Air Force &abéhree other pilot sites in
Washington State. The DoD EHR overhaul contract, which was awarded in 2015 to Cerner, Leidos and others, is
currently valued at $4.3 billion. The new EHR system is expected to be deployed at every military medical facility
in phases over the next five years.
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AThere is no precedent for this | evel oA efforttwdlr oper abi
drive the evolution of meani ngf ul i nteroper agthiefl ity for
medical officer at Sansoro Health and former chief medical information officer (CMIO) for Cleveland Clinic. Levin
has been observing the VIDoD interoperability efforts and has written several blogs pointing out the critical
challenges facing thtsvo agencies in these efforfs.T h e r e -stamding neéddan the VA and the DoD to be on
the same information database for service members and v
commitment to the FHIR (Fast Healthcare tofeerability Resources) standard and to process interoperability
standards will be revealed to the general community and implemented wholeheartedly, because at the end of the day,
itds not whatdéds best for VA an aenizmligrs asitheydconsumk eate@dlsng b e st
their own personal pat hways, 0 says Shane McNamee, M. D. |
Enterprise Health Management Platform (eHMP) effort and also the VHA business lead for the development and
depl oyment of the VAb&ds Joint Legacy Vi ewdmsedsofthare i s now
company mdlogix.

In the press release, Wi lkie said the joint statement
AThe nRRwyessH em will be interoperable with DoD, while al
information with community care providers. This will ease the burden on service members as they transition from
military careers and will be supported by Itiple medical pre i der s t hr o u gWilkieualso daitithé r | i v e
new EHR system will give health care providers a full picture of patient medical history and will help to identify
Veterans proactively who are at higher risk for issues, such as agidiction and suicide, so health care providers
can irtervene earlier and save liveSpecifically, the joint statement pledges that VA and DoD will develop an
accountability mechanism to coordinate decisisa ki ng and oversight .e andidvezall i mpor t a
financial investment of our EHR modernization efforts demand alignment of plans, strategies and structure across
the two departments, o the two agency |l eaders stated in
an optimal oganizational design that prioritizes accountability and effectiveness, while continuing to advance unity,
synergy and efficiencies between our two departments. o

VA and DoD will construct a plan of execution that includes a new organizational strubat optimally
coordinates clinical and business workflows, operations, data management and technology solutions and a more
detailed implementation timelinéWe are committed to partnering with the VA to support the lifetime care of our
service memberd/eterans and their families," Mattis said in the press release. "This modern electronic health record
will ensure those who serve our nation have quality health care as they transition from service member to Veteran."

An Uphill Battle for Interoperabili_ty

Interoperability between the VA and DoD has been a-kiagding goal for both agencies, and the past two decades

has seen the agencies making strides to achieve interoperability between two separate health IT systems. However,
progress on this frontas been slowed by both opéoail and technical challenge3ack in April 2016, the DoD

and VA signed off on achieving one level of interoperability, after the VA implemented its Joint Legacy Viewer
(JLV) the previous fall. The JLV is a wdlased integrad system that combines electronic health records from both

the DoD and the VA, which enables clinicians from botmages to access health recordswever, as reported by
Healthcare Informatics, during a congressional hearing in July 2016, a Goverwceenntability Office (GAO)

official testified that in 2011, DoD and VA announced they would develop one integrated system to replace separate

systems, and sidestep many of their previous afdal |l enges:s
at a cost of $560 million, the departments abandoned that plan, saying a separate system with interoperability between
them could be achieved faster and at l ess overall cost

technology resourcdssues at the GAO, testified at the time.

Melvin said that the VA has been working with the DoD for the past two decades to advance EHR interoperability
bet ween the two systems, however, fAwhilegtebhecdeaparir bmeat
tothe GAOdesi gnati ng VAnd,s Meliwihn rdwmmari zed t he GAOO6Ss conc
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modernization efforts. AWith regard to EHR interoperabi
achieving thiscapability. Since 1998, VA has undertaken a patchwork of initiatives with DoD. These efforts have

yielded increasing amounts of standardized health data and made an integrated view of data available to clinicians.
Nevertheless, a modernized VAEHR thatisi | | y i nt eroperable with DoD system
during that hearing two years ago.

Fast forward to June 2017 when théA Secretary David Shulkin announced that the department plans to replace
VistA by adopting the same EHR giarm as DoD. Six months later, Shulkin then said that the contracting process
was halted due to concerns about interoperability. Acc
the Cerner EHR would be fully interoperable with privagetorproviders who play a key role in the military health
system. VA leaders finally signed ti@erner contract this past Majhe Pentagon also has hit some road bumps
with its EHR rollout. In January 2018, DoD announced the project would be suspendetitferesilgs with the goal

to assess the fAisuccesses and failureso of the sites whe
report detailed that the first stage of i mpl eeeEint ati on:
to patient deaths. o0 Indeed, some <clinicians at one of

were terrified they might hurt patients, or ed@hthem, the report attesteledia reports this past summer indicated

that the @rner platform was up and running at all four initial DoD pilot sites, with federal officials saying the agency

is still troubleshooting the platform at the initial f
This month, media repartindicated that DoD is moving onto a second set of site locations for its Cerner EHR

rollouts, with three bases in California and one in Idaho.

According to the VA press release issued | asdstheweek, ¢
challenges encountered as DoD deploys its EHR system called MHS GENESIS; adapts an approach by applying
lessons learned to anticipate and mitigate known issues; assesses prospective efficiencies to help deploy faster; and
delivers an ER thatisful y i nt e rWhife éathaLbvin @nd dicNamee praise the \D®D interoperability
efforts, they note the substantial challenges the effort faces. In a January blog post, Levin wrote at the heart of this
VA-DoD interoperability challenge are tfound ament al i ssues: fifan anemic defin
inevitable short cominge f a 6one pl éntrdsponsentd thes jbint stdteengny issoed last week, Levin
provided his observations vi a tanges dDfithe CefinBr&MR. aheydwillvick wi | |
be on the same EMR with a single, shared record but rather on distinct and separate implementations of the same
brand of EMR.

The choice of language in the announcement is interesting: they are sayingtheyonvil e at e a singl e EH
emphasis] through interoperability between these separate EMRs and with the EMRs in the civilian health system,
which is essential since a lot care for active duty, Veterans, and dependents is rendered outside thgstlitary s
This will depend greatly on the extent and depth of interoperabili b et we e n t h eevohcohtinied,e nt E MR

AMy second observation relates to interoperability bet\
data services within ititary health IT. For example, there is an emerging class of apps sometimes referred to as

6wounded warriordé apps. These are specially designed f¢
into this new IT ecosystem or theirvalue ville gr eatly di mi ni shed, if not | ost. o

McNamee points out there are different layers of interoperabitityta interoperability, or ensuring data flows
back and forth (the Joint Legacy Viewer achieved this level of interoperability, he says), sémartferability,
in which meaningful information is associated with the data, and then statdesets process interoperabilifyhe
lack of standardbased process interoperability continues to be a roadblock for all healthcare providers, and this
issuehas yet to be solved by any one specific EHR vendor, mmaigtry thought leadersnof®eThe chal |l enges
VA and DoD face are similar to what the rest of health
than 10 million patients betweenetfe two organizations, meditated across thousands of different sites and the
inability to transfer information and process for the VA and the DoD is&imil as t he resHe of the
continues, fAlf you talk tolampoiunf eahmamioss achalhéazIintgh nigT
had to do in their career itds to install an EHR into
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can negatively impact patient care, reimbursement and morale. VA and DoD eanptedt) to do this across
thousands of healthcare sites, with millions of patients, and hwdfédousands of healthcare providers, in one
project, thatdés a daunting task, to do that wel/l and

[Source: Health Informatics HeatherLandi| Qctober 15, 2018+]
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Military Base Access Update 023 Proposal to Useor U.S. Fuel Exportsto Asia

The Trump administration is considering using West Coast military installations or other federal properties to open
the way for more U.S. fossil fuel exports to Asia in the name of national security and dpppséion from coastal
states.The proposalvas described to The Associated Press by Interior Secretary Ryamatidkiwo Republican
lawmakers:'l respect the state of Washington and Oregon and California,” Zinke said in an interview with AP. "But
also, it's in our interest for national securitydasur allies to make sure that they have accesaffdodable energy
commodities."Accomplishing that, Zinke said, may require the use of "some of our naval facilities, some of our
federal facilities on the West Coast.” He only identified one prospeatstiynabandoned Alaska military base.

The idea generated a quick backlaghOCTfrom some Democrats and environmentalists. It's tantamount to an
endrun around West Coast officials who have rejected prsateor efforts to builshew coal ports irtheir states.
Washington Gov. Jay Inslee, a Democrat, called the proposal a "harebrained idea," and said President Donald Trump
should instead consider that climate change reptesenational security thre&@oosting coal and gas exports would
advancelte administration's agenda to establish U.S. "energy dominance" on the world stage. The potential use of
government properties for exports underscores a willingness to inteirvenarkets to make that happefrhe
administration in recent months has citedional security as justification for keeping domestic 4agshing power
plants online to prevent digstions of electricity supplie€inke said the administration was interested in partnering
with private entities in the use of federal facilities deatgd to help handle exports and cautioned that tteeisde
still in its early stagedde specified only one site, for natural gas: the former Adak Naval Air Facility in Alaska's
Aleutian Islands, which he suggested could receive fuel by barge from ttieape. The base closed in 1997 and
has been largely abandoned. Roughly 300 people live in the town of Adak,dtegnmeost community in the U.S.

Zinke did not name government properties that could serve as potential coal ports or which stategthey are

91 Inslee responded to the proposal in a statement that Washington state officials had been left in the dark on
any planning by the Trump administration.

1 Another Democrat, Oregon Sen. Ron Wyden said the proposal shows the Trump administration was
"disregarding the realities around climate change."

1 Republican U.S. Sen. Steve Daines of Montana said Zinke was looking at all possibilities for export
terminals,including West Coast military installations. Six proposed coal ports in Washington and Oregon
have been rejected or shelved due to worries about air and water pollution and rail safety, combined with
changing market conditions. "As a Montanan, he's Iapkar ways here to help these Rocky Mountain
states like Montana and Wyoming get access to Asian markets," Daines said.

1 Jan Hasselman, an attorney for opponents of coal ports in Washington state, said using federal property for
exports would get around @ local land use restrictions, but not the need for state and federal clean water
permits.

Asian exports have been held up as a lifeline for struggling U.S. coal miners as demand from the domestic power
sector has plummeted and utilities switclcheaper, cleaner fuels. The West Coast offers the most economical route
because of its relative proximity to the largest gmalducing region in the U.S.: the Powder River Basin, which
straddes the Montan&Vyoming border Any export site needs accessdeep waters to accommodate large ships
and enough land to store fuel awaiting shipment. Few such locations can be found on the West Coast, said Joe Aldina,
a coal industry analyst Wi S&P Global Platts Analytict).S. coal exports lately have been growling are expected
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to fall over the longerm, particularly in Europe. Aldina expressed skepticism that government interveatid
make much differencéLike everything else the Trump administration has tried to do, it's a long shot whether some
of the® things will work, and it's questionable whether they will really help the market," he said.

A $680 million project in Longview, Washington, was denied a key permit last year by state regulators who said
it would increase greenhouse gas emissiodscanse "significant and unadable harm to the environmenthat
brought a backlash from elected officials in epedducing states. They argue the rejection of the Longview port,
sponsored by Utahased Lighthouse Resources, violated the commerceeciaube Constitution that says only
Congress has the power to regulaterima&onal and interstate traddontana, Wyoming and four other states joined
Lighthouse Resources in a lawsuit challenging the rejection of the company's Millennium Bulk Teponityaksich
could handle up to 48.5 million tons (44 nolii metric tons) of coal a ye&ep. Liz Cheney, a Wyoming Republican,
said she's spoken with Zinke and U.S. Energy Secretary Rick Perry about how to break through the bottleneck of
port capacityhat now exists:That might be, for example, retired military facilities or other places where we would
be able to use those for expadtsfrankly, to get around some of the unreasonable obstacles tleabbam thrown
up," Cheney said.

Prior to joning Trump's cabinet, Zinke was a Montana congressman and Perry was governor ofBatkas.
states are anmg the top U.S. coal produceBoal exports to Asia more than doubled in 2017, according to the
Enegy Information AdministrationThe rise continug in the first half of 2018 with almost 23 million tons (21
million metric tons) of U.S. coal exported to Asian nations through June. South Korea, Japan and China were among
the biggest recipientdSource: Associated Press | Matthew Brown | October208,8++]
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Military Base Access Update 033 American Bases in Japan

The U.S. military has ordered extra scrutiny for South Koreans who want to visit friends or attend events on American
bases in Japahl.S. Forces Japan recendlgided the longtime American ally to a list of nations whose citizens must
undergo additional screening before they can be escorted onto installatiaqxlated document that included South
Korea was approved in May, but officials had only recently stagtdorcing it.A copy of the list posted near the
entrance to the e of USFJ in western Tokyo featur8duth Korea alongside about 50 other nations, including

North Korea, China, Russia, Iran and AfghanistaN o per sonnel wi | | coensycnationalordo d e si gn
Yokot a Aiida Bsaisgen, opossat ed next to the list, which also in
sponsor to verify the individual is not from one of thi

People from designatedh i r d count r i e ®nteakSebases in Japan witlout priorecabrdination of
supporting agencies and approval by the installation commander, said Air Force Maj. Genieve White, a USFJ
spokeswomanEach request is looked at on a chgecasebasis and requires written and detailed information of
potential guests to adequately coordinate the request, she said, referring to a past Air Force inStM¥&ionar e not
banning anyone, 0 White added. AThi dy members of a spopnisooor ad oes 1
sponsorés spouse that ar e c Bdareenng requiremdnts zary depending orathee d t h
individual and the purpose of their visit, White said. She recommended that sponsors contact security forses 30 day
ahead of a planned visit by someone from one of the designated couapasese citizens carrying a passport can
be escorted onto U.S. bases in South Korea without additional checks, according to officials at Osan Air Base, home
of the 51st Fighter Wig south of Seoul.

It had been common for South Koreans in Japan to visit friends and relatives married to U.S. servicemembers who
live in onbase housingSunha Park, a South Korean housewife living near Yokota, said she was turned away after

trying to visit friends at the basa early Octoberi | was so surprised, 06 she said. A /
right after | Baksaidshekanchhgr friendgphave been régular guests in American homes and at
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Yokot a68l cHalpégtodde,e0 she said of the change. f@Alt seems
makes me think 6Have | done something wrong? Has our c¢

USFJ did not provide a reason for the new checks on ¥@réans. Whatever the reasahe U.S. military has
now removed South Korea from a list of nations whose citizens must undergo extra scrutiny before they can visit
friends or attend evi's on American bases in Jap@ihe Uturn, announce7 OCTat the hora of U.S. Forces Japan
in western Tokyo, follows complaints that South Koreans had been turned away at Yokota and other installations in
Japan. [Source: Star& Stripes| Seth RobsonLeon Cook& Yoo Kyong Changd October 1% 18, 2014 ++]
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DoD Fraud, Waste, & Abuse 3 Reported 16 thru 31 OCT 2018

Alpha Research & Technology Inc.-- A U.S. Air Force subcontractor has agreed to pay $1 million to settle
government allegeons that it padded its billSfF he U. S. attorneyo6s oflbOCTavithannounce
Alpha Research & Technology Inthe government alleged that between 2006 and 2011, the Sacraaremto

company submitted inflated subcontracting proposals to Boeing, Raytheon and othefofifepartment of

Defense workThe government alleged that the proposals included millions of dollars in personal expenses for the
company's owners, Donne and DeAnn Smith, including the costdansish home and luxury cails making the

settlement, Alha doesndt acknowlSouog:fdhedssgriatedrPressirtdber 16, §018 ++]

-0-0-0-0-0-

Operation Surprise Party -- The young service member has never been the quintessence of fiscal responsibility.
Exorbitant purchases or financemmitments on an-E or E2 salary often leaves bank accounts, much like the

areas of the brain coordinating these decisions, shockingly v8edmvery so often, this eccentric group of money

blowing babes in the woods manages to surprise even itsalhbeling even farther into the darkest depths of the
financial pit of miseryThat was the casa mid-OCT when Army officials and South Carolina law enforcement
revealed that young soldiers have allegedly been getting duped into funneling casitinpréages following text

message exchanges featuring nude photos of women the soldiers believed they were conversing with, according to a
U.S. Army Criminal Investigation Command warrant obtained by the BBC.

Remember, if it seems too goartie truethen it probably isThe Army issued guidance for soldiers on how to
avoid such scams as recently as April, but with the memo evidently falling on deaf ears, the service launched an
investigation into the matter, knovens A Oper at i onfA SSuwurirppe 6 seéi Paovgr é&d the all
scheme began in 2015, with prisoners posing on dating applicé&iopgmarily one called PlentyofFisd as
women in the same agedgket as the targeted soldiérOnce making <contact on the d
conversations are transferred to phtoyp hone text messaging, o0 the warrant sa
days of texting, the subject will either send unsolicited nude images of a female to the victim and/or agree to trade
sexually explicitimags wi th the victim.o

But shortly after swapping nude photos with Andy Dufr
would allegedly receive a text from another phone number belonging to a completely different prisoner who would
thenposas t he f i ct ifiofnhael Oogfiartlhdesr 6f atthheenr .noti fies the victim
the warrant states. "The father will typically state that he will leave law enforcement out of the equation if the victim
agrees to pay for vus things like cell phone replacement, counselg , hospit allargetedeserticme nt s, €
members often cave in to the pressure, the report said, forking over the cash out of fear of repercussions from their
command as a p an iunknowiegly been solicittndichild pornbgeagh§.v e

Once the soldiers wire the cash, a runner, who author
receives the transfer and deposits the funds into a JPay account, a paycesdipgsstem used by inmatedPay
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al so oversees distribution of South Carolinaé6s costly ¢
apply the fisextortedo monferyon oi nfsuinddei ntghhet Sopeh Casodini onse wsacl hi
Department of Corrections has petitioned to end inmates' ability to use mobile communication devices inside prisons,

BBC reported, a policy change that gained momentum in April after prisoners used contraband cell phones to
coordinate a ribthat left sgen inmates deadi Oper ati on Surprise Party" has not
criminal charges, the report saifsource: ArmyTimesJ.D. Simking October 18, 2018 ++]

-0-0-0O-0-0-

Fat Leonard -- A former Navy commander has been sentenceabti@ than two years in prison after pleading guilty

to accepting lavish dinners, drinks and the services of prostitutes in exchange for providing ship schedules to a
Malaysian defense contractor at the center of one of themijitA s wor st aloAfedera judg@imSas c a n d
Diego on Friday also ordered Troy Amundson, 51, of Ramsayydéiota, to pay a $10,000 fikéis lawyers argued

that Amundson was not aware the ship schedules were classified, though their client acknowledged that from 2012
to 2013, he took the bribes from Leonard Glenalerc i s, n i ¢ k n a rAatlbritidssay t-raricis' com@anyd . 0
used the information to beat competitors and inflate bills sent to ting fdaservices in Asian port.wenty-one

people have pleaded guilty far. [Source: The Associated Press | October 20, 2018 ++]

-0-0-0-0-0-

New Jersey-- A Pennsylvania man has admitted taking bribes in a scheme involving construction prdjeots at
New Jersey military base&evin Leondi pleaded guilty22 OCT to two conspiracy counts. The He@éarold
Stroudsburg man now faces up to 10 years in prison when he's ser@@nbsN. Federal prosecutors say Leondi
solicited and accepted more than $150,000 in bribes in the form of cash, the sale of unneeded eapdpnrarkt
performed at his personal properbyeondi was employed by the Army as a contract specialist and served as liaison
with contractors seeking work at Picatinny Arsenal and Joint Base MEDBixi-Lakehurst in New JerseRicatinny

is a center for earch and development weapons systems and ammunitidoint Base McGuire includes the
installations formerly known separately as McGuire Air Force Base, Fort Dix and Lakehurst Naval Air Engineering
Station. [Source:The Associated Pre$®ctober 232018 ++]

-0-0-0-0-0-

MCRD Parris Island -- The Marine Corps is known for rules limiting recruits from growing facial tiafing boot

camp.At its Parris Island training facility in South Carolina, most aspiring Marines are cleanly shaven and get a buzz

cut soon after showing up. It 6s one rAeMarine comparyyirsta st or e
sergeant is facing an Article 32 investigative hearing for his alleged involvement in the theft of more than $1.5 million

worth of merchandistaken from a warehouse at Marine Corps Recruit Depoislisland in South Carolin&irst

Sgt. Lascelles Chamberss under investigation in connection to the federal indictment of three civilian Defense
Department employees accused of stealing-bighGillette razors and razor blades from Parris Island and selling

them across state lines.




The case was first reported by the Post and Courier in South Ca®lina. t he pl ands unravel.i
stemmedrom use of the Postal Servide.May, boxes stuffed with 720 packs of Gillette Fusion razor blades and
razors were sent to New York. The blades sell on Amazon.com for nearly $25 per pack dheigmpr itself is
about $10But the next day, Chambers called the Postal Service anoledgbout the status of the parcefederal
investigators later examined his finances. They found wire transfers from his Navy Federal Credit Union account to
one of the employees.

Chambers, who is referred to by his initials in fileOCTindictment, allegedly asked Sarah Brutus, a former
Parris Island Recruit Store employee, to steal boxes of the razors. Brutus then allegedly introduced the Marine to
Orlando Byson and Tommie Harrison Jr., whorked at the store's warehoubkarrison and Byson sle boxes of
razors from their warehouse weekly, evading and disabling security cameras, according to the indictment. They then
delivered the stolen goods @hambers, the document stat€bambers, who's now with the Floridased 4th Air
Naval Gunfire Laison Company, was previously assigned to Headquarters and Service Battalion at Parris Island,
where he served as the service company first sergeant from August 2016 to March 2018.

Maj. Roger Hollenbeck, a spokesman for Marine Corps Forces Resenlimed to confirm specifics about
Chambers' case, citing the service's ongoing investigation. Chambers will face an Article 32 hearing, wioich has n
yet been scheduled, he sdithis hearing will determine the Marine Corps' next seuf action," Hollabeck said.

While Chambers was at Parris Island, the boxes of razors were allegedly delivered to him in person. Once he moved
to his new unit, he directed Harrison to send the razors across statéylimeail, the indictment state€@nce
Chambers receiveithe razors, he sold the merchandise to people in other states including New York, according to
the indictment. The first sergeant is then alleged to have shared some of the money he made with Brutus, Harrison
and Byson by sending them wire transfers flimNavy Federal Credit UnicaccountFive of those wire transfers
between Feb. 6 and June 18, which are detailed in the indictment, totaled $4,970.

Brutus, Harrison and Byson are scheduled to be arraigned at the U.S. District Court in Charlg8t@tCadnthe
Post and Courier reported. Since they were indicted with conspiracy to defraud the U.S., they could face up to five
years inprison, accordingo the paperByson and Harrison, the two warehouse employees, also face a felony count
of theft of government property, the paper added, which couhg) bihie sentence up to 10 yedfxonvicted of the
conspiracy, the defendants will likely be orderedptly back the retail value of everything they toGkambers
joined the Marine Corps in June 1998. The inspeictstructor has served as a recruiter, substabhcese control
specialist and administrative clerk, according to his personnel records. In B81%as named the staff
noncommissioned officer in charger fRecruiting Station San Diegblis awards include four Navy and Marine
Corps Commendation Medals, six Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medals and six Marine Corps Good
Conduct Medal. Chambersaé served in Japan and BahrajSource: Military.com [Gina Harkins| October 25,
2018 ++]
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Agent Orange Forgotten Victims Update 013 u.s. Prepares for BiggesEver Cleanup

U.S. Defense Secretary Jim MattisBhOCT visited a former American air base in southern Vietnam that will soon
become the biggestver U.S. cleanup site for contamination left by the defoliant AQeamge during the Vietnam

War. Standing near a skudindcrossbones warning sign meant to keeppbe away from toxic soil, Mattis was

briefed by Vietnamese officials abdbe massive contamination ar&aa possible sign of the sensitivity surrounding

Agent Orange in Vietnam, where millions of people are still suffering its effects, reportensovat®wed to attend

the outdoor briefing foMattis at Bien Hoa AirBasefil| came to show the support of
this project and demonstrate that the United States
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counterpart fa closeedoor meeting later in neéay Ho Chi Minh City.Cleanup is expected to start getting under
way early next year.

U.S. troops dropped Agent Orange during the Vietnam War to clear thick jungle. But it contributed to severe
health problems thaaccording to the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, canin€luale k i n s o pproétate di s e as €
caner and Chronic Rell LeukemiaOf the 4.8 million Viethamese who were exposed to Agent Orange, some three
million are still dealing with its effects, @uding children born with severe disabilities or other health issues years
after their parents were exposed, according to the Hzas®d Vietham Association for Victims of Agent Orange.

More than four decades after the Vietnam War ended in 1¥&bétween the United States and Vietnam are
less seen through the prism of the conflict and moraugirehared concerns over Chivéetnam has emerged as
the most vocal opponent of Chinads terri tWwbS midry cl ai ms
hardware, including an armed, Héton-class Coast Guard cuttéFhe United States, in turn, accuses China of
militarizing the strategic waterway, through which more than $3 trillion in cargo passes every year, and sees Vietnam
asacruciallal 'y i n drawing regional opposition to Beijingds b

But U.S. officials including Mattis who is on his second trip to Vietnam just this yelope that addressing
Americads wartime | egacies | i ke Agrengtheni@tiea\WWhepraltSan becon
aircraft carrier visited Vietnam in March, for example, one of the places U.S. sailors visited was a Vietnamese shelter
for people suffering ’m the effects of Agent Orang€he United States just completed a fixaar, $110million
program that cleaned soil contaminated by Agent Orange at Danang International Airport, which was one of the main
air bases used for storing and spraying #nbicide between 1961 and 19But officials from the U.S. Agency for
International Deglopment, which is overseeing the project, said the Bien Hoa site will be four times larger than
Danang, a massive undertaking that is expected to cost $390 million, according shadadistributed to reporters.
According to the U.S. CongressionalRear ch Service (CRS), one soil sampl
equi valency, 06 or TEQ, of more than 1,000 times over t hi

A 2011 study conducted by a private consulting firm determined that contaminated soil had spreadspots hot
at the base into nearby lakes, ponds, creeks, and drainage ditches, increasing the amount of soil anthaedime
will require treatmenti The i mpacts on the community is very difficu
atverylowconcentat i ons and theyo6re not real consistent, o0 one ¢
of anonymity. [Source: Reuters | Phil Stewaf@¢tober 17, 2018+]

*kkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkhkhkk

POW/MIA Recoveries& Burials 3 Reported16thru 310CT 2018 |21

AKeeping the Promised, AFul fill their Trusto and ANo o
efforts of the Department of Defense to recover those who became missing while serving our nation. The number

of Americans o remain missing from conflicts in this century are: World War 1l 73,025, Korean War 7730,

Vietham War 1604, Cold War (126), Irag and other conflicts (5). Over 600 Defense Department men and women

- both military and civilian-- work in organizations aund the world as part of DoD's personnel recovery and

personnel accounting communities. They are all dedicated to the single mission of finding and bringing our missing
personnel home.

For a listing of all missing or unaccounted for personnel te defer tohttp://www.dpaa.miland c¢cl i ck on 60O
Mi s si n g 6 http:/mRve.fipaa. mil/NewsStories/RecerNews Stories/Year/2018or a listing and details of
those accounted for in 2018. If you wish to provide information about an American missing in action from any
conflict or have an inquiry about MIAs, contact:
== Mail: Public Affairs Office, 2300 Defense Pentagon, Washington, D.802R300, Attn: External Affairs
== Call: Phone: (703) 692420
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== Message: Fill out form ohttp://www.dpaa.mil/Contact/ContactUs.aspx
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Family members seeking more information about missing loved ones may also call the following Service Casualty
Offices: U.S. Air Force (800) 538501, U.S. Army (800) 892490, U.S. Marine Corps (800) 84597, U.S. Navy
(800) 4439298, or U.S. Departemt of State (202) 643470. The names, photos, and details of the below listed
MI A/ POW6s which have been recovered, identified, and/or
Bulletin are listed on the following sites:

1 https://www.vfw.org/actioncorpsweekly

http://www.dpaa.mil/NewsStories/NewsReleases
http://www.thepatriotspage.com/Recovered.htm
http://www.powmiafamilies.org
https://www.pownetwork.org/bios/b/b012.htm
http://www.vvmf.org/Waltof-Faces

= =4 —a —a -

1 Army Cpl. James |. Jubb, 21, of Eastport, Md., whose remains were previously identified, was buried Oct. 17 in
Arlington National Cemetery, near Washington, D.C. Jubl a member of Company E, 2nd Battalion, 19th Infantry
Regiment, 24th Infantry Division. In August 1950, his unit sustained heavy losses while fighting against Korean forces
in the vicinity of the Naktong River, South Korea. Jubb was declared missaogian on Aug. 10, 1950, when he could
not be accounted for by his uriRead about Jubb

1  Army Lt. Col. Robert G. Nopp, 31, of Salem, Ore., whose remains were previously identified, was buried Oct. 18 in
Arlington National Cemetery, near Washington, CNGpp was an OM.C pilot assigned to the 131st Aviation Company.

On July 13, 1966, Nopp flew a night surveillanmission from Phu Bai Airfield over Attapu Province, Laos. Flying
through heavy thunderstorms, radar and radio contact were lost with the aircraft, which was not uncommon due to the
mountainous terrain in that part of Laos. When the aircraft did nonrasischeduled, search efforts were initiated, but

no crash site was founBead about Nopp

1  Army Master Sgt. Charles H. McDaniel, 32, of Vernon, Ind., whose remains were previously identified, will be
buried Oct. 27 in Greenwood, Ind. McDaniel was a medic with the 8th Cavalry Regiment Medical Company supporting
the regiment's 3rd Battalion. In November 1956,unit was engaged with enemy forces of the Chinese People's
Volunteer Forces (CPVF) southwest of the village of Unsan, and east of Hwablogth Korea. He was reported
missing in action on Nov. 2, 1950, when he could not be accounted for by hReattabout McDaniel

1 Army Pfc. Fred W. Ashley, 22, of Emmett, Idaho, whose remains were previously identified, will be buried Oct. 20 in
his hometown. Ashley was a member of Troop C, 2nd Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, 2nd Cavalry Group, on a
reconnaissance in the town of Paseka, Czechoslovakia. n Ma, 1945, Ger man sol diers att
Ashl eyb6s unit reported him missing in action. Foll owi ng
liberated from German captivity, the War Department amended his status to kille@in Retid about Ashley

1  Army Pfc. Kenneth B. Williams, 38, of Akron, Ohio, whose remains were previousiytdied, will be buried Oct. 22
in Seville, Ohio. Williams was a member of Heavy Mortar Company, 32nd Infantry Regiment, 7th Infantry Division. In
late November 1950, his unit was assembled with South Korean soldiers in the 31st Regimental Combat Aeam on t
east side of the Chosin River, North Korea, when his unit was attacked by Chinese forces. Williams was among more
than 1,000 members of the RCT killed or captured in enemy territory and was declared missing DecR2ati&ifout
Williams.

1 Army Pfc. Leslie E. Shankles 33, of Arcadia, Kan., whose remains were previously identified, will be buried Oct. 24
in Fort Scott, Kan. Shankles was a member of Company C, 1st Battalion, 60th Infantry Regiment, 9th Infantry Division,

19


http://www.dpaa.mil/Contact/ContactUs.aspx
https://www.vfw.org/actioncorpsweekly
http://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases
http://www.thepatriotspage.com/Recovered.htm
http://www.pow-miafamilies.org/
https://www.pownetwork.org/bios/b/b012.htm
http://www.vvmf.org/Wall-of-Faces
http://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/Article/1660118/funeral-announcement-for-soldier-killed-during-korean-war-jubb-j/
http://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/Article/1660049/funeral-announcement-for-army-pilot-killed-during-vietnam-war-nopp-r/
http://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/Article/1669321/funeral-announcement-for-soldier-killed-during-korean-war-mcdaniel-c/
http://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/Article/1660154/funeral-announcement-for-soldier-killed-during-world-war-ii-ashley-f/
http://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/Article/1662550/funeral-announcement-for-soldier-killed-during-korean-war-williams-k/
http://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/Article/1662550/funeral-announcement-for-soldier-killed-during-korean-war-williams-k/

when he was killed Oct. 14, 1944, by enemy fire in the
name is recorded aihe Tablets of the Missing at the Netherlands American Cemetery, along with the others missing
from World War II. A rosette will now be placed next to his name to indicate he has been accourReddoabout

Shankles

Army Pvt. John B. Cummings, 22, of Hartford, Wis., whose remains were previously identified, was buried Oct. 13 in
Hazelhurst, Wis. Cumings was a member of Company A, 276th Infantry Regiment, 70th Infantry Division, along the
France and Germany border. On Dec. 31, 1944, German troops crossed the Rhine River into France. As darkness fell,
t wo members of Cummi n g sdxhole oeargha rivgrbapkalsS eodps hearchGerman raachfne

gun fire and maneuvered their way back to the foxhole, but were unable to locate Cummings. Despite extensive recovery
efforts, Cummi ngsd r e m&Read shouwv@mmingsnabl e to be | ocated.
Army Sgt. James K. Park 20, of Beaumont, Texas, whose remains were previously identified, will be butie2ifOc

in Barry, TexasPark was a member of Company I, 26th Infantry Regiment, 1st Infantry Division. On Nov. 23, 1944,

Park was declared missing in action after being wounded while his unit was engaged in fierce fighting within the

Hirtgen ForestinGermay . Sol di ers from Parko6s company attempted t
so due to sustained fighting in the area. On Nov. 24, 1945, his status was amended to ReEshsddut Park

Army Staff Sgt. Marshall F. Kipina, 21, of Calumet, Mich., whose remains were previously identified, was buried Oct.

18 in Arlington National Cemetery, near iaggton, D.C. Kipina was assigned to the 131st Aviation Company, serving

as an observer aboard an Q€ aircraft, on a night surveillance mission from Phu Bai Airfield over Attapu Province,

R

Laos Peopleds Democrati c Re punhthe aircraftRvhich did notretuch as sehdduled. c ont a c

Search efforts were initiated, but no crash site was faRedd about Kipina

Marine Corps Pfc. Michael L. Salernowas a member of Company K, 3rd Battalion, 2nd Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine
Division, Fleet Marine Force, which landed against stiff Japanese resistance on the small islandintiBefiiarawa

Atoll of the Gilbert Islands. Over several days of intense fighting at Tarawa, approximately 1,000 Marines and Sailors
were killed and more than 2,000 were wounded. Salerno died on the first day of the battle, Nov. 20, 1943. Interment

servies are pendindgread about Salerno

Marine Corps Reserve Pfc. Paul D. Gilman19, of Belen, N.M., whose remains were previously identified, will be
buried Oct. 26 in his hometown. Gilman was a member of Company M, 3rd Battalion, 8th Marine Regiment, 2nd
Marine Division, Fleet Marine Force, which landed against stiff Japanesenesi®n the small island of Betio in the
Tarawa Atoll of the Gilbert Islands. Over several days of intense fighting at Tarawa, approximately 1,000 Marines and
Sailors were killed and more than 2,000 were wounded. Salerno died on the first day ofeh&lbatt?0, 1943Read

about Gilman

Marine Corps Sgt. Dwight W. Randallwas a member of Company C, 2nd Amtgan Tractor Battalion, 2nd Marine
Division, Fleet Marine Force, which landed against stiff Japanese resistance on the small island of Betio in the Tarawa
Atoll of the Gilbert Islands, in an attempt to secure the island. Over several days of intetirsg digiarawa,

approximately 1,000 Marines and Sailors were killed and more than 2,000 were wounded, but the Japanese were
virtually annihilated. Randall died on the first day of the battle, Nov. 20, 1943. Interment services are Raating.

about Randall

Merchant Marine Wiper Elvis N. Spotts was a crew member of the SS Cape Isabel, part of a convoy of three ships
including the USS Grayson and the SS Cape Fear. On Feb. 22, 1944, the ships were approximately 12 miles off the
coast of Tarawa Atoll. The two Merchant Marine vessels were bringing supplies to Betio Island. Spotts was
electrocuted during bilge maintenance. He waable to be revived. Interment services are pen&iagd about Spotts

Mr. George L. Ritter an employee of AiAmerica Incorporated, was piloting an Air Americal@3K from Udorn

Airfield, Kingdom of Thailand, headed for Xienhom District, Xaingnabouli Province, Laos. The aircraft was on a

routine resupply mission for U.S. Agency for International Development asdast heard from when they were

northeast of Sayaboury, Laos. Search and rescue efforts were continued through Dec. 31, 1971, but no sign of the
aircraft or the four crewmembers were found. Ritter was subsequently reported missing. Interment services are
pending.Read about Ritter

Naval Reserve Lt. Richard C. Lannomwas the bombardier/navigator aboard a6Aaircrafton a night strike mission

over Quang Ninh Province, North Vietnam on March 1, 1968. The flight path to the target was over islands known to
have light antiaircraft artillery. When the aircraft failed to rendezvous with the carrier, a search and resdusasff
mounted. No evidence of the plane could be found. Lannom and his pilot were subsequently declared missing in action.
Interment services are pendifRpad about Lannom

Navy Buglemaster 2nd Class Lionel W. Lescaulivas stationed aboard the USS Oklahoma, which was moored at Ford
Island, Pearl Harbor, when the ship was attacked by Japanese aircraft on Dec. 7, 1941le$hip Isastained multiple
torpedo hits, which caused it to quickly capsize. The attack on the ship resulted in the deaths of 429 crewmen, including
Lescault. Interment services are pendiRgad about Lescault
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1 Navy Fireman 1st Class Angelo M. Gabrielevas assigned to the battleship USS West Virginia, which was moored at
Ford Island, Pearl Harbor, when the ship was attacked by Japanese aircraft. The USS West Virginia sustained multiple
torpedo hits, but timely countfiooding measures taken by the crprevented it from capsizing, and it came to rest on
the shallow harbor floor. The attack on the ship resulted in the deaths of 106 crewmen, including Gabriele. Interment
services are pendinBead about Gabriele

1 Navy Fireman 1st Class Grant C. Cook, Jrwas stationed aboard the USS Oklahoma, which was moored at Ford
Island, Pearl Harbor, when the ship vatisicked by Japanese aircraft on Dec. 7, 1941. The battleship sustained
multiple torpedo hits, which caused it to quickly capsize. The attack on the ship resulted in the deaths of 429 crewmen,
including Cook. Interment services are pendiRgad about Cook

1 Navy Fireman 2nd Class George C. Ford?5, of Lidderdale, lowa, whose remains were previously identified beil
buried Oct. 20 in Glidden, lowa. Ford was stationed aboard the USS Oklahoma, which was moored at Ford Island, Pearl
Harbor, when the ship was attacked by Japanese aircraft on Dec. 7, 1941. The battleship sustained multiple torpedo hits,
which causedtito quickly capsize. The attack on the ship resulted in the deaths of 429 créeadrabout Fal.

1 Navy Seaman 1st Class John A. Karlwas stationed aboard the USS Oklahoma, which was moored at Ford Island,
Pearl Harbor, when the ship was attacked by Japanese aircraft on Dec. 7, 1941. The battleship sustained multiple torpedo
hits, which caused ibtquickly capsize. The attack on the ship resulted in the deaths of 429 crewmen, including Karli.
Interment services are pendifRpad about Karli

1 Navy Seaman 2nd Class Charles C. Gomegas stationed aboard the USS Oklahoma, which was moored at Ford
Island, Pearl Harbor, when the ship was attacked by Japanese aircraft on Dec. 7, 1941. The battleship sustained multiple
torpedo hits, which caused it to quickly capsize. The attack on theeshilted in the deaths of 429 crewmen, including
Gomez. Interment services are pendiRgad about Gomez

[Source: http://www.dpaa.mi| October31, 2018 ++]

VA AED Cabinets3 NaloxoneAddition to Reverse Opioid Overdoses

Veteran Affairs, building on a project that began in Boston, aims to add naloxone kits to the automated external
defibrillator (AED) cabinets in its buildings across the country. Naloxone, also known as Narcan, cad be us
reverse opioid overdoseafter a 2015 incident at the Boston Veteran Affairs building in which it took more than 10
minutes for paramedics to arrive to administer naloxone to an overdose victim, Boston VA patient safety Manager
Pam Bellino wanted to find a way to have the overdosersaV drug on hand. "That was the tipping point for us to

say, 'We need to get this naloxone immediately available, without locking it up,™ she said, according to3an Oc
Kaiser Health News repoBellino thought the easiest way to make the medicagadily available would be to add

it to the AED cabinets already in place on the walls of VA cafeterias, gyms, warehouses, clinic waitisgand

some rehab housinijaloxone is not harmful if given to someone who hasn't overdosed, but becausegssigtion

drug, the VA had to work with the accrediting agency, The Joint Commission, to approve guidelines for the AED
naloxone project. The Joint Commission requires the AED cabinets to be sealed and alarmed so staff can tell if they've
been opened. Ehcabinets also must be checked daily and refilleen the naloxone kits expire.

The Joint Commission did not allow the VA to put the words "Narcan" or "naloxone" on the cabinet doors to let
the public know that the kits contained the drug, buttmamission did allow the VA to add the letter "Nthe AED
naloxone project will expand nationwide in December, with VA hospitals across the United States adding the drug to
their AED cabinets. "The overwhelming evidence is that it just saves lives," said Dr. Ryan Vega with the VA's Center
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for Innovation."We're hopeful that other health systems take notickethink about doing the sameéitcording to

Amy Bohnert, an investigator with the VA Ann Arbor Healthcare System, veterans have nearly twice the risk of
overdose compared to civilians. She said shesschcriticism that easy access to naloxone allows drug users to feel a
false sense of safety, but she disagrees. "Think of this as you would a seat belt or an air bag," she said. "It by no means
fixes the problem, but what it does is savéda'| Bellino said she hopes that manufacturers of AED will start selling
cabinets that meet the new hospital accreditation standards. According to the Boston VA, 132 lives have been saved
with all three parts of its naloxone project: training veterans at high rigigpqg police with the drug, and providing
naloxone in the AED cabinet§Source: Occupational Health & SafetyJctoberl2, 2018 ++]

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkhkkkkk

VA Pension Program Update @ 3 Entitlement Regulations Amended

The U.S. Department dfeterans Affairs (VA) recently amended its regulations governing entitlements to VA pension

and Parentsdé Dependency an aneedvabed programyfi TChoem paemmesnadt ei do nr, e gwuhl i
bring consistency to the pension process and ensumefits are available for Veterans and survivors with financial
need, 06 said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie. nATheyeedgi | | hel
based pensiVoAm sp rpeegirsam.nd pr ogr am pr 9o elididesvartime Vetehahsyandb e n e f i
their survivors with financial needhe pension regulations, which were updated Oct. 18, cover the following:

1 Establish a clear nevorth limit for income and assets for Veterans to qualify for pension,

1 Establish a 36nonth lookback period to review asset transfers at less than fair market value that reduce net
worth and create pension entitlement,

1 Establish up to a fivgear penalty period to be calculated based on the portion of the covered assets that
would have rade net worth excessive, and

1 Updates medical expense definitions for consistency with VA internal guidelines.

The changes are intended to ensure VA only pays benefits to Wledseans with a genuine needkor more
i nformation on W xRsktewwbenefissiveogov/PENMSIOINT a

[Source: VA News Release | October 30, 2018 ++]
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VA Transplant Program Update 04 3 Vet Denied Lung Transplant | Too Old

An Alpine, CA veteran is in a lifor-death battle to get a lung transplant. But the Veterans Administratiom says s

too old.Two or three times a week, -§&arold Bill Root walks his dogs on his grerty in the hills near Alpinéi |

walk a little over two miles. tlo get winded but the oxygen helps. | have to maintaimatcai n oxygen | evel
said. The Vietham veteran has to carry an oxygen tank on his back during his walks because hg fiomahyin
pulmonary lung fibrosisi You 6 r e not abletoal hgcees pust sof Bveate an
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He used to smoke cigarettes when he served as a tank commander in Vietham but doctors can't sexaftthysure
what damaged his lungs. | quit hi gh school at nagdidn'tldd it in amticipaton of t he M

some sort of benefit when | wabka?3] ocesaid RMowfomy A myknoenu
a lung transplant can save Rootds |ife. Bilethaskh eutoff ano6t ¢
age of 70.

Jamie McBride works as a transplant manager for the VA in Texas. He researched Root's case and now he's blowing
thewhistteon t he VAO®s thArTéhn sp lhamptp emae! itey Wreitteeda nSt aatl@ b noovteie B rhi
case of a lung transplant some facilities say that age 70 is as old as they will accept. Other centers say it should not
really depend on chronological age but more on physiological age. How old do they lookornogwyod 0 t hey | o0 o0k
said McBrde.Root received a referral to be evailed at UCSD health in La Jolla, CA'he doctors at UCSD told
him he was actually a good candidate for a lung transplant because he's healthy and in good physical shape.

Unfortunately, since UCSD is a private hospital, it doesaccept VA health insurande.Thi s vet er an has
transplant center that has said for his age he looks good and that he would definitely be acceptable as a candidate for

transplanconsiderdt o n, 0 s a iThk VéleraBs Adndiréstration emailed the following statement to News 8:

VAO6s patient selection criteria, as determined by V.,
non-discriminatory distribution of organs, as well aptimal outcomes for transplant recipients. Per federal
regulations, VA provides eligible Veterans medically necessary care and treatment that meets the standard
of care. Mr. Root was deemed not to meet VA transplant center selection criteria, thérefere ho basis
for referral or authorization to a nGiWA provider.

AiMy message to them is to get their head out of their
veterans who are going to betihhe same situf@aThion, doessan'dt Romlty apply to
ki dneys a mdRootQurvwhistleblowver sa@ the VA has made exceptions in the past and under the newly
signed VA Mission Act the agency could contract with UCSD to give Rootadhslant helesperately need8.T h e
VA needs to step up and help this gentleman. They need to afford him a contract with opportunity to be considered
fortransplantregatde s s of hi s afigHee, 0s esraviedd MciBsr icdoeu.nt r y. He did wha
itsourtimetodolt e same f or hiThe VA cldhes Bpedifid regulatians tbr. the VA Missiowrtsstill
have not been writterRoot has set up Bacebook pagso people can show support for his efforts to get a lung
transplant.

[Source: CBS8.combDavid Gotfredsony October 26, 2018 ++]
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Agent Orange | G123 Aircraft Update 16 3 ExposurePresumption NowOfficial

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is adopting as final an interim final rule published on June 19,
2015, to amend its adjudication regulation governing individuals presumed to have been exposed to certain
herbicides. Specifically, VA expanded the wkdion to include an additional group consisting of
individuals who performed service in the Air Force or Air Force Reserve under circumstances in which
they had regular and repeated contact with2@ aircraft known to have been used to spray an heebicid
agent (fAAgent Orangeo) during the Vietnam er a.

In addition, the regulation established a presumption that members of this group who later develop an
Agent Orange presumptive condition were disabled during the relevant period of service, thishiaegtab
t hat service as fAactive military, naval, or air
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exposure for these individuals and to create a presumption that the individuals who are presumed exposed

to herbicides during reserve sewic al so meet the statutory definitio
statuso) for VA pur poses dhisdules éffectve October 22, 2018hisr s 0 me
final rule is applicable to any claim for service connection for an AQesmge presumptive condition filed

by a covered individual that wasmméng on or after June 19, Z01[Source: VVA Web Weekly(ctober

26, 2018++]
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Right to Die Program 3 Denied toVets Residing in California Veteran Homes

Not long after California enacted a law allowing terminally ill people to obtaireliféing prescriptions, the state

Department of Veterans Affairs (known as CalVet) adopted an emergency regulation making it clear that residents of

its eight veteranfiomes would not be allowed to take advgnéga o f t he new Theaemdigencypr ovi si
regulation prohibits CalVet staff from providingamd yi ng drugs or assistance to res
and specifies that any resident who wants to takaidin-dying drug, even if it is provided by an outside doctor,

must first be fAdischargedo from the residential facildi:

It is cruel and unfair to deny these 2,400 old and disabled veterans the same right afforded other Californians under
the 2016 End of Life Option Act. But CalVet officials claimed the harsh regulation was necessary to keep the agency
from losing millions n federal funding under the 1997 Assisted Suicide Funding Restriction Act, which prohibits
federal funds from being used Ato pay for items and se
(or assist in causing) the suicide, euthanasin, mer cy ki l Il ing of any individual .o

The veterans homes located in Los Angeles and other California cities provide a place to live as well as medical
and rehabilitative care to former actidaty military members and their spouses who are over 8salled. Veterans
homes are also open to homeless vets in need of <care.
Department of Veterans Affairs pays for nearly $68 million ¢f e h o mmiliah bublg@BCalVet can and should
find a way to comply with federal rules without forcing residents of its veterans homes to leave in order to seek aid in
dying.

The federal prohibition makes it clear that doctors in veterans homes should not prowedeilifg prescriptions,
and though we idagree with that rule, the government has the right to make it; no hospital, doctor or healthcare
employer is under any obligation to participate in the figkdie program. But nothing in the text of the federal law
indicates that it is necessarytoedi si ck people from their homes i f they
prescription for the lifeending drugs and ingest them on their own.

Other states that have legalizedcsdled medical aidn-dying have interpreted the federal prohiiis in various
ways. Like California, Colorado and Vermont require residents of veteran homes to leave the facilities if they wish to
end their lives. But Washington and Oregon allow veterans home residents to stay while they get the lethal
prescriptions fom outside doctors and even when they take them, though staff is not allowed to assist in any way.
Oregonbés Death with Dignity Act has been on the books
under the federal prohibition.

Earlierthis month, two veterans groups along with two residents of a veterans home in Yountville sued CalVet,
claiming its restriction is punitive. Dying people may not have the strength or means to relocate to a new nursing home
or hospice. Many veterans who waointo veterans homes choose to do so because of subsidies for those with limited
financial means, and most of them remain in thedwfar the rest of their liveShe groups argued that CalVet could
use accounting barriers to comply with the federahitition.
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Californiads End of Life Option Act p a-geareldiBriftany | ar g e
Maynard, who was diagnosed with an aggressive and terminal brain cancer. After weighingdfdiferaptions,
Maynardand herfai | y deci ded to | eave the Bay Area and -move to
in-dying law. When California lawmakers finally made it legal for physicians to prescribentifieg drugs the
following year, it was with the promise that dging Californian would be forced to choose between leaving home
and suffering in their final days. But CalVet has broken that promise for the men and women living in veterans homes.

CalVet can and should find a way to comply with federal rules witfarcing residents of its veterans homes to
leave in order to seek aid in dying, as Oregon and Washington have done. Not just to avoid the time and cost of a
lawsuit, but because it is the compassionate and correct thing to do.

[Source: Los Angelesiihes | Editorial Board | October 24, 2018 ++]

*kkkk ** *kkkkkk

VA Essential Equipment 3  Availability Delays

For veterans who need things like wheelchairs, walkers, and artificial limbs, getting them from the Department of
Vet erans Affairs can be a difficult, l engthy process.
longer than 30 days fahdr requests to be fulfilledNearly 3.4 million veterans received approximately 21 million
prosthetic devices, sensory aids, items, and services from the VA in 2017. The department receives, on average,
657,000 new requests each month for prosthetic iserdsnedical devices.

A VA spokesperson said the agencyds goal is to review
days. The department now processes them withendays on average nationwidgut the VA reports that about
8,500equipment requests across its system have waited longer than 30 days. More than 2,500 have been pending for
two months or more. The VA says it's improved its processes and cut down on delays. But some patients, still await
medical devices and equipmen&a VA spokesperson said the agencyébés goal
as possible, ideally within 30 days. The department now processes them iwéhdayfs on average nationwidgut
the VA reports that about 8,500 equipment requests aitsosgstem have waited longer than 30 days. More than
2,500 have been pending for two months or more. The VA says it's improved its processes awt out delays.

But some patientstill await medical devices and equipment.

Fred Downs, a prosthies consultant with Paralyzed Veterans of America, said lengthy delays in fulfilling about
8,500 medical equipmem¢quests is cause forconcetnl ' m not comfortable with that |
know more f actpssed of¥iWadttym fi tordems®owas the national dir
prosthetic and sensory aids service for 30 years and h;:
arm. He said there are legitimate reasons why some cases drag on. Equipmengauightspecial fabrication,
multiple fittings, or coadination with outside vendor8ut according to Downs, complex cases are one thing while
bureaucratic obstacles are another. He said he isndt s

Asittums out , V ADowns said the degartmieie gtill analyzing the dat8The thing that we all worry
about are those cases where a veteran needs a wheelchair. It's prescribed. And so the veteran goes home and doesn't
hear anythingsardm fifbi YAi & tWwhere we hear a | ot of prol
still sitting home after two, three, yosrdmoppéd tBhd b
t i mleast year the VA Inspector general found atledproblems with the way some medical centers were handling
prosthetics cases. Understaffing, lack of accountability, and issues with logistics and warehousing often played a role.

VA Secretary Robert Wil ki e sprésentatmaraed improvenseth eragc s thhuenb
country, last year, 64,000 prosthetic requests were 30 days old or older. We've novilgdttown to § 00, 0 h e
said.Since then, the department has changed some of its processes. They've made it easieqtipirent requests
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and are holding medical center directors more accountable for fulfilling them. The agency is now trying to determine

how many @layed requests are acceptaMé. | ki e s aidd oiedhep VAOIBSTIpatogressersbalf
ca® where we have moved out, and it shows America that the department does have the potential for agility and
adapt abi | i[Soyce:0Ambriean sl@mefcbnt Project | Carson Fra®etjber22, 2018++]

VA Pension Poachers3 crooked Financial Planners Target Elderly Vets

The VA is adding more protections to strengthen aging veterans from scammers who target their pensions and push
them to apply for benefits they aren't eligible to receken o wn as fip e ns iscammegisopase assr s, O
fadvi sorsd who then try to make an easy buck by selling
donot need while convincing them to apply for VA benef
inoef fect 18 OCT guarantees the AAid and Attendanceodo ber
financial planners.

Oregon Democr at Sen. Ron Wyden commended the move by
welcome step forward ih he fi ght to protect our veterans fiftomsgr ece
i mperative that veterans who need this benefit have ac«
undercover investigatiohy the Government Accountability Office (GAO) identified more than 200 organizations
nationwide that advised potential pension claimants to go after unneceesafifs, and charged the targets as much
as $10,000 along the way.

VA regulations inclde a provision from Wyden thatrequiresathyee ar gl ance at an applicar
when applying for the pensionn extreme cases, the VA rejectib@ targeted veterans for the benefit, but only after
the poachers tucked away the assetsimpc e s t hat ar e n 6 twise. alssitypeyfdslorest Busiressl e mo n
guiding can i mpact a senior vetds ability to qualify fq

[Source: Conectingvets.com | Matt Saintsing | October 22, 26]L8
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VA Claims Processing Update & 3 significant Modernization Effort

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) recently completed a significant modernization effort in which more
than 7.8 million paper files were remov&dm 60 locations in fewer than 22 months, enabling rapid scanning into
VA6s el ectronic cl ai ms prparty eeadors. Thygs wil leadttoefanteldinys devisidnd i pl e t
for Veterans'Improving the delivery of benefits and servicest¢ Mr ans i s central to our mis
Robert Wilkie. AThis significant effort will not only i
for Veterans because millions more records will be available elecir ¢ athid milestdone was part of a long VA
effort to improve the Veteran experiencalatreamline claims processes.
1 In 2013, VA began removing paper records from its regional offices to save space and taxpayer money.
1 The effort expanded in 2016 when the agemanthed the File Bank Extraction initiativEhis initiative
removed more than 1.7 million paper claims files across 59 VA locations and contributed to reduced claims
processing time by establishing more electronic records.
1 InNov. 2017, VA began extractimearly 6.1 million paper records held within the Records Control Division
(RCD) of the Records Management Center (RMC) in St. Louis.
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1 VA is currently working with the General Services Administration (GSA), which owns the Goodfellow
Federal Center complexhat houses the RMC, to return the RCDOs
a result, VA will save nearly $1.8 million per year.
1 The other areas of the RMC remain open and operational.
1 The 6.1 million paper records extracted from the RCD are temposawiled in a secure facility certified by
the National Archives and Records Administration where they are inventoried, prioritized and sent to multiple
VA vendors for rapid scanning into VAb6s Veterans Be
1 Records removed dimg File Bank Extraction will also be scanned and uploaded to VBMS.

VA continues to take steps to operate in a digital environment and modernize the way it processes compensation
and pension claimd moving from a cumbersome, pagatensive procesto an efficient, electronic process
resulting in a faster, more accuraed transparent claims proceBsr more information about VA benefits, visit
https://benefits.va.gov/benefit§Source: VA News Blease Pctober 23, 2018 ++]
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VA Debt Update 053 DMC call Wait Times Reduced to Under 5 Minutes

The U. S. Department of Veterans Affairsé (VA) Debt Manece
July when it reportedt had lowered the average wait times for Veterans contacting the call center, from over 21
minutes in fiscal year (FY) 2016 to uerdfive minutes during FY 2018 The t eam at t he DMC has e
to our Veterans, 0 saifil W&As Seewr emias i &k bted tt aMi é ka ®&r.e of
needs are. DMC is in concert with our priority of improving customer service and will continue to gather customer
feedback through direct feedback, surveys and outreach in FY19 tafutken hance t he Vet eranso e

For the past three years, DMC received around 1 million calls annually with an average call wait time of about 21
minutes. In FY 2017, DMC launched a series of internal efficiencies and process improvemenénte eohtact
center capabilities. Initiatives included enhancing staffing levels to meet demand, enhancing contact center
technology, focusing on employee development and engagement, and implementitogreatesd 1Z2month payment
plan.These Veteraffiocusel initiatives represent a 79 percent reduction over two years to the average time for waiting
and a 40 percent increase of actual calls taken. These are all indicators of successful initiatives providing a better
experience for Veterans and VA employees.

The DMC6s inbound contact center serves as the centr
payment arrangements, or receive guidance regarding the collection process on overpayments which could include
debts created frormducation or pnsion payment®ebt counselors at the DMC work with callers in a professional
and serviceoriented manner to help them understand their options to address overpayments with Veterans either
through extended repayment plans, the dispute process, comppoatess or waiver process

DMCés <contact center provides debt counseling for tt
collection services of nehealth care debt for Veterans Health Administration and National Cemetery Administration,
enabling these entities to focus resources onmaplishing their core missionMC has provided centralized debt
collection programs of Veteran benefit overpayments since 1975 and becanferastaeice Enterprise Center in
1996.Note that veterans dwot pay any fees added to their debt. The fee is paid as part of the VA Benefits program
by the VA. Themselves. To contact t¥i& Debt Management Centeall 1 (800) 8270648o0r (612) 71364150r
write Debt Management Center, P.O. Box 11930,Paul, Ml 5511320930 [Source: VA News Release | October
23,2018 ++]
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VA Debt Update 063 Debt Waiver Request

When you request a waiver, you are requestingthatb s De bt Ma n semgnmatescallectio® écfion cnea

debt. If a waiver is granted in full or part, you will not be required to pay the amount that was Wéstexhn Benefits
Administration (VBA) overpayments are governed by the Department of Veterans Affairs under UTiteo8@i

Veterans Benefits. Requests for waiver of repayment are processed in accordance with VA Financial Policy Volume
XI. https://www.benefits.va.gov/gibill/resources/education_resources/school_certifying_officials/payment_info.asp
providesadditional information

What are the eligibility requirements for a waiver?

To be eligible for waiver considerations, you must be a Veteran, a payee or beneficiary including a fiduciary, a
representative acting on behalf of a debtor such a parent, siblingepresentative of an estate in the case of a
deceased payee.

How do you apply for a waiver?
To apply for a waiver, you must submit the following items:
1 Written letter that explains why you are requesting a wailldre letter should explain why you feebty
should not be held responsible for payment of the debt or why collection of the debt would be unfair and
create a financial hardship.
1 Completed and signed Financial Status Report form
1 Mail your waiver and your completed and signed Financial Status Répar to: US Department of
Veterans Affairs, Debt Management Centef). Box 1193St. Paul, MN 55111

Can Yourequest an oral hearing?

You have a right to request an oral hearing in conjunction with your waiver redfigsti choose to have an oral
hearing to present evidence before your request is considered, state so in your request for #f waiveequest an

oral hearing, you will be notified of the date, time, and location, prior to your waiver request being referred for
consideration.

Time limitations associated with the waiver request.

1 Education, Pension and Disability Waiver Request- If you are requesting a waiver for an education,
pension or disability compensation debt, you must submit your request within 180 days of the date you were
originally notified of your debt.

1 Loan Guaranty Waiver Requests-- For loan guaranty program debts, you have one year from the date you
sign the certified mail receipt fohé original notification letter.

Note: If DMC receives your request for waiver within 30 days of the day of notificatibaywill suspend any offset
action from your current benefits until a decision regarding your request for waiver is rendered.

What does it mean when your waiver is granted?
If a waiver B granted in full or part, you will not be required to pay the amount that was waiwediver cannot be
granted ifDMC determinsthere is:

1 Fraud

1 Misrepresentation

1 Bad faith on your part that led to the creation of the debt

How are you notified of yourwaiver decision?
You will be notified in writing when a decision regarding your request for waiver is rendered.
1 Denied Waiver Request- If your request is denied, you will be notified of your appeal rights.
1 Full Waiver Granted -- If your request is graatl in full, no further collection action will be taken.
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1 Partial Waiver Granted -- If a partial waiver is granted, you will be notified of the balance and you will be
provided appeal rights.

Note: If a balance exists on your account after waiver acti@omspleted, you will be asked to contact us and nake
arrangements to pay your deliityou are drawing VA benefits, action will be takerbiegin offsetting those benefits
to recoup any balance that was not waived

According to the DepartmentBfd uc at i onés ( DOE) website, students must
their education, candét find a job related to their prog
certain circumstances might lead to loans being ¥ergicanceled, or discharged as defined in US Code Title 20. The
link at https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/regagns/forgivenessancellation?src=fiprovides informatioron the types of
forgiveness, cancellation and discharge available.

[Source: https://www.va.gov/debtman/Submit A Waiver Requestj&@@T 2018 ++]
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Adoption Expense Reimbursement3 Eligibility

Veterans who lost their ability to reproduce due to a sewaomected disability may be eligible for adoption expenses

to be reimbursed through VA or to receive coverage for in vitro fertilization (IVR).also provides infertility

evaluation, management, and treatment services to veterans enrolled in VA healthi egardless of service

connection. Veterans interested in infertility services should contact their VA provider or their local VA Women
Veterans Program Managedrearn about adoption reimbursememdV A6 s i nf er t [Sbduicd: WFW er vi Cc e ¢
Action Corps | October 19, 2018 ++]
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PTSD Assistance Update 04 Telemedicine Outreach for PTSDProgram

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has launched a pilot telehealth program that will givéetarahs

with posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSi2jnote accesto psychotherapy and relatggtvicesThe project is pa of

the focus to improvehe availability of mentalhdat h car e f or Veterans who | ive in
Health, (https://www.ruralhealth.va.gdvin partnership withV A6 s Q &rshéntcemgnt Research Initiative
(https://www.queri.research.va.gowsupports thd elemedicine Outredn for PTSD program to delivéherapy and

other carghrough phone and interactivedeo contact.

VA researchers worked diligently inagent years to establish the safety and efficatiPBSD psychotherapy
deliveredremotely to provide Veterans with the same quality of PTSD care as they would receieeéntadr 6 s of f i ¢
at a VA medicakenter. This program will help greater numbers ofevats who live in rural areas, and will save
them time and effort to get ®VA facility that is far from their homéd3r. John Fortney, a research health scientist at
the VA Puget Sound Health Care System in Seattle, leads the piojeai ng tr av el di stances to
major barrier to care forrurMlet er ans, 0 F oprior tna¢ we vwer@ able.to useltatehealth technologies
successfullyo engage Veterans in eviderAgased, trauméocused therapy without them\iag to travel ¢ a distant
VA medical center. o

According to the VA, some 702,000 veterans, or 12 per
telemedicine in FY 2016, accounting for 2.17 million telehealth episodes. Of that, g®yercent we living in
rural communitiesThose encounters led to a 31 percent decrease in hospitalizations for veterans over the previous
year, as well as a 39 percent reduction in acute psychiatric VA bedalaysr VA Secretarghulkin pointed ouin
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his orderAi What wedre really doing is, wedre removing regul a
when unveiling the program | ast year. AfWedre removing
Veteransand reallyhono our commi t ment to them. o

To date, more than 680 rural Veterans who do not receive specialty PTSD care hded iritoe study. Veterans
whotake part in the program receive frequent phone calls from a care manager pehpahnttipants accessrsices
provided by offsite psychiatrists and psychologists. The psychotherapy is deliviergderactive video from a VA
medical centertoacommunibya s ed out patient clinic (CBOCgfyareananagen t he V
alsomonitorstheV et er ands pr o g/heeaverconaerbarriets & Icgikse piogram includes 12 clinics
across the nation in Charleston, South Carolina; lowa, @tya; Little Rock, ArkansadDenver; Colorado; San
Diego, California and Seattle, Washington. Tasutts, which will be aailable in 2020, will lay thgroundwork for
national implementation of therogram.

PTSD rates are estimated to be as high as 40 percent among veterans, and as much as 81.5 perB&rit of post
veterans suffer from acute chronic pain. Among the mHealth services available to veterans are-guisifl
mHealth training progranmtroduced in 2016 and, more recently, the onRA&D Treatment Decision Aiéfor more
information about PTSD, visthittps://www.ptsd.va.gowiidex.aspTo learn more about VA research on PTSD, visit
www.research.va.gov/topics/ptsd.cfniSource: The Rural Connection | Hans Petersen | Fall 2018 ++]
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VA Community Care Update 04 3 Three Steps To Access

Veterans may be eligible to receicare from a provider outsidé the U.S. Department &feterans Affairs (VA) in

their community when VA cannot pwide the care that is needddis type of careik nown as fAcommunity
and is paid dr by VA. Although some changes occurr@th community care recently/eterans continue to ke

access to this type of carEhe process starts at your VA medi facility. Follow the stepsdo el ow t o see i f
eligible:

1. Go to VA
1 Schedule an appointment with a VA provider.
1 Your VA care team will work with you to see if you are eligible for community care.
1 Eligibility is based on your medical needs, care that is available at VA, and other requirements.
1 Important: Make sure VA confirms you are eligible and authorized before you proceed to the next step.

2. Make an Appointment
1 VA will work with you to find a community provider and make an appointment.
1 You can select a community provider, or VA can sebeet for you.
T I mportant: The community provider selected must be
from VA.

3. Receive Care
1  Arrive promptly for your appointment.
1 Important: If you need to schedule a follmp appointment, check with yoaommunity provider to make
sure VA authorized the care. If VA did not authorize the care, your community provider should contact VA
to arrange the care you need.

Note: Go to https://www.va.gov/COMMUNITYCARE/programs/veterans/index.asp#FAQs s e dist &f A0 s
Frequently Asked Questions if ybiave questions about thbovesteps.

Getting Support
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1 If you have questions about your specific circumstances, please contact your nearest VA medical facility.

1 Go to https://www.va.gov/ICOMMUNITYCARE/programs/veterans/Vitidex.aspor contact (866) 606
8198for questiors aboutthe Veterans Choice Program

1 Call the VA Adverse Credit Helpline at (877) 88618for help to resolve adverse credit reporting and debt
collection issues from using the Veterans Choice Program.

1 Visit https://www.va.gov/COMMUNITY CARE/programs/veterans/index.tmpmore information,

[Source: The Rural Connectio®@ffice of Rural Health Fall 2018 ++]

VA Medical Marijuana Update 52 3 canadian Legalization

One of Korey Roweds Ar my b dldodwindosva few montbsdgohBefarstieat, dnotleeu t o f
died of a heroin overdose. Before that, another shot himself to deaththisyearfi | t 6 s a constant t hi

35yearol d combat veteran from his home in Los Angel es. fi |
itdos | i ke 060K, what is i+ Weddisagi brsihngled atmie®@éd oEMmE Y
di sheartening. 0

For the amateur fil mmaker whose documentation of his
for the advocacy of marijuana legalization, historic changes sweeping Canada mark nothhanléss testoration

of drugpolicy sanity and a potential model for the United Stdie.hi s i s a great exampl e, in

of how we can create a better society by just dhsanging
so exciting for me to see Canada making this adjustment and moving forward. And | hope it has worldwide
i mplications that also extend to the U.S. D0

Not only is Ottawa legalizing retail sales of cannabis nationwide, it also makes marijuana at@itsbéetive

duty, offthec | ock mil i tary personnel, a concession that many
States for years. Legalization is also expected to pr o)
estimats. Ho we v er , that nationds new military r eglydoadni ons, S

a number of restrictions for members of the Canadian Armed F@E&ds). Troops are prohibited from ingesting

marijuana, for instance, within eightins before reporting for duty, or within 24 hours of work that involves handling

weapons, heavy equipment, or of scheduled operational exercises. Nor are they allowed to consume marijuana within

28 days of participating in operations such as falgitude parachuting, or participating in activities like diving or
submarine service. The CAF6s rules on alcohol consumpt|

Canadian military veterans, meanwhile, have been getting reimbursed for-piastibed medical marijuana
since 2008. But last year, because of tightening budgets and a reassessment from a commissioned panel, Veterans
Affairs Canada cut its daily individual allotment of subsidized Cannabis from 10 grams to 3Ndoasush subsidies
are afforded American veterans, who must pay out of pocket for marijuana supplies, and only in states where medical
cannabis sales are legal. Regarded as a Schedule 1 drug with no medicinal value, marijuana remains illegal at the
federal level in the U.S.

A CAF official who spoke on the condition of anonymit
done a | ot of research, webdbve | ooked at wh at the scien
suicide rates, whichhavee¢ ved so much attention in the U.S., wer e a

In August, the Heraldribune publishedi Wa r r i or swhRicshe elkpa,mii ned Americads mil.
From 20052015, more than 75,000 veterans and aaliviy personnel took their lives, at a rate more than 20 a day.
Roughly 1 in 5 were still in uniform. The overall toll was twice the American civBizinide rateThe U.S. counts

1.3 million activeduty troops, plus another 850,000 in reserve, and its Department of Veterans Affairs serves more

than 9 million veterans.
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The CAF, by contrast, has 95,000 troops in uniform, including reservists, itghjjevernment supports roughly
649,300 veterans. In 2016, the CAF published an evaluation of suicides recorded fre0199%hich were
negligible compared with U.S. tallies. In the final year of the study, the CAF lost 18 personnel to suicide.hAlthoug
those deployed to combat zones were at a higher risk foc

suggest American and Canadian cultures are worlds apart in terms offs&le.i ci de rates in the
significantly increasewer ti me, 0 stated the report, fiand after age
than those in the Canadian population. o

Many American veterans, mostly younger survivors of the Afghanistan and Irag wars who came home suffering
from dflictions such as podraumatic stress disorder and traumatic brain injury, told the H&rédne they turned
to marijuana after VAprescribed drugs such as opioids often turned them into addicts with suicidal iddédiays.
Rowe, who saw actionimlaqg and Afghanistan with the Armyoés 187t h |
addressed the turmoil of PTSD and suicide with-a90n ut e d o ¢ u nMile Maakeryo crad Il eeads éid ear |
year on ouets like iTunes and Amazon Prime. At least two of his subj@ct®rmer comrades in arn were
expelled from the military with fAbad paper o discharges

Marijuana was erroneously classified as a Schedule 1 drug during thel@drubstances Act of 1970. Its status
in that category has grown more fraudulent over the past 48 years with each new published discovery of its health
benefits. Today, more than 2 million Americans are registered medical marijuana patients seekiogeedieything
fromcancertoseizure8 The most i mportant thing | | earned (from res
who ki ||l themselves every day, most of them were over pl
arec¢’. ering heroin addict who spoke at a APlahhe Onert Ri h
that seems to work is cannabis. It started with the Joes and spread to the lieutenants and the officers and now even the
military is startington der st and it . But nothing much i mpacts Congr e:
this issue affects them personally. o

Congress has the power to deschedalenabis, but House and Senate Republicans in charge of key committees
have refused to allow dozens of bills reach the floor for debais.year, a Fox News poll found that 59 percent of
Americans support full legalization. Sixtwo percent approved iRew polling, 64 percent in a Gallup poll, and 68
percent in Center for American Progress resedbifignosed with PTSD, Rowe says marijuana keeps him from
succumbing to despair, but he concedes that efidficam not
congestion triggers his anxieties, to more rural Vermont, where marijuana is also legal.

fi | haveinlaaw awtherl i ves in Ut ah, and people are telling
tell them itds Wdllle,gawe Grheerteal ktihnegy tsoayoudr | egi sl ator s a
and if you move here itéoéll probably be | egal in a coup
years? | dm tired of thiswstf |[Omemeods goihawtiohdt vies i mo

p r e v aRowenshlys Ganadian legalization should result in a policy reappraisal, not just for veterans, but for federal

civil servants and first responders like police officers and firefighfers.41is a good time and place to start a
conversation about what people can do when theyodre off
says. fAThis i s a [SoeaeyHerad dbune | BilygCoxndateber L6, 2018 ++]
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VA Cemeteries Update 193 $3 Million Spent on Security Since AUG 2017

After last year's deadly clash between white nationalists and cqamotessters in Charlottesville, Virginia, the federal
government quietly spent millions afollars to hire private security guards to stand watch over at least eight
Confederate cemeteries, documents from the Degat of Veterans Affairs showhe security effort, which runs
around the clock at all but one of those ‘dperated cemeteries, wasned at preventing the kind of damage that
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befell Confederate memorials across the U.S. in the aftermdltte @harlottesville violencéNone of the guarded
cemeteries has been vandalized since the security was put in place. Records obtained by iakedA3sess through

the Freedom of Information Act show that the VA has spent nearly $3 million on the cemetery security since August
2017. Another $1.6 million is budgeted for fiscal 2019 to pay for security at all Confederate monuments, which could
include other sites. The agency has not determined when the security will cease.

Private security was needed "to ensure the safety of staff, property and visitors paying respect to those interred,"
Jessica Schiefer, spokeswoman for the VA's National Geynddministration, said in a statement. The agency "has
a responsibility to protect the federal property it administers and will continue to monitor and assess the need for
erhanced security going forwardVlost of the protected cemeteries are in the Nart places far removed from the
Confederacy. Vast numbers of the buried soldiers were prisoners of war who were held nearby. Many succumbed to
smallpox and other diseases. The cemetery monuments are typically simple and solemn, serving more to acknowledg
the deceased than to celebrate theetlalding nation they defende@Government watchdog groups and some
members of Congress question if the spending is still necessary. Steve Ellis, executive vice president of the non
partisan Taxpayers for Common Sensaid the cost of security represents the sort of "spendirigiteo common
in government:'Unfortunately what happens with the government is once you start spending money on something,
you generally continue to spend money on it," Ellis said.

Democratic Rep. Bobby Rush of Chicago, whose district includes one of the protected cemeteries, said in a
statement that while he supports the VA's decision to prevent vandalism, officials "must remain vigialotaitirey"
government spendingMonumentsto the Confederacy have become especially polarizing since nine black
parishioners were gunned down by an avowed white supremacist at a church in Charleston, South Carolina, in 2015.
The confrontation in Charlottesville on Aug. 11, 2017, reopened the dvdarthe weeks that followed, vandals
damaged Confederate sites across the country, and cemeteries were noAdmanezk statue of a rebel soldier was
toppled and decapitated on Aug. 22, 2017, at Camp Chase Confederate Cemetery in Columbus, Qaie [aves,
the VA contracted with the Westmoreland Protection Agency, based in Sunrise, Florida, to provide unarmed security
guards at Camp Chase and two other cemetériedorth Alton Confederate Cemetery in Alton, lllinois, and
Woodlawn National Cemetgin Elmira, New York. The 3@ay contract cost $91,357, according to the documents.

In this Aug. 22, 2017 photo (left) employees of Dayton National Cemetery, move the vandalized Civil War Confederate soldier statag th
stood in Camp Chase Confederat€emetery in Columbus, Ohio
In the Sept. 19, 208& photo (right) a security guard walks the grounds at North Alton Confederate Cemetery in Alton, Il

About a week later, someone threw paint on a-ydatold Confederate memorial at SpringfieMational
Cemetery in Missouri, hours before President Donald Trump wasisleu to speak in Springfiel@n Sept. 6, 2017,
the VA amended the monthly contract to add Springfield and four additional national Confederate cemeteries: Point
Lookout Confederat Cemetery in Scotland, Maryland; Finn's Point National Cemetery in Pennsville Township, New
Jersey; Confederate Stockade Cemetery in Sandusky, Ohio; and Confederate MoakdNddds Cemetery in
Chicago.Schiefer did not directly answer questions abduy the eight cemeteries were chosen but said the National
Cemetery Administration "routinely monitors the need for additional protection and security at all of its sites.”
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Decisions, she said, are based on factors such as historical significance, replaehrepair value, and previous
vandalism or threats afandalism at particular sitethe monthly contract for all eight was renewed in September
2017. All told, the VA spent about $462,500 on security through Oct. 23, 2017, when it agreed to ancanral

with Westmoreland at a cost of just under $2.3 million. Westmoreland hired The Whitestone Group, based in
Columbus, Ohio, as a subcontractdhe funding came from the VA's budget and did not require an emergency
appropriation, Schiefer said.

Contract specifications call for rowtle-clock security at seven of the cemeteries, and during daytime hours only
at the Chicago cemetery. Spot checks by the AP found guards at the cemeteries in Columbus and Alton, but no one
during the day at the Clago cemetery. Schiefer said the VA doe$ discuss security procedurést. the Alton
cemetery, a lone guard watched over the grounds from his truck. The guard, who works for the Whitestone Group,
declined an interview reqaeand would not give his naniEhe cemetery, near St. Louis, consists mostly of grass and
a few stately trees over rolling hills. Its main feature is dda-tall granite obelisk with plaques naming the 1,354
Confederate dead buried there, including many who died of smallpox wistsers of war.

Jeff LaRe, executive vice president of The Whitestone Group, said an uptick in vandalism of Confederate
monuments this past summer was evidence that cemetery security remains necessary. Protesters in August toppled a
centuryold statueat the University of North Carolina, and vandals put paint on statues in Salisbury, NatihaCa
and Richmond, VirginiaDarrell Maples, a Missouthased commander for the SorfiConfederate Veterans, agreed.

"l don't think it's going to gowiay anytime soon," Maples saithether because of the added security or other reasons,

no vandalism has occurred at any of the cemeteries since the August 201iit iirciSpringfield, the VA said.
Protesters gathered at Confederate Mound in Chicago in Aprileaame time the Sons of Confederate Veterans
rallied there. But amid a heavy police presence, nothing was damaged. Schiefer said that twice in September 2017,
suspicious vehicles were spotted near the statue at the Elmira cemetery batvehpwehen thguard approached.

Curtis Kalin, spokesman for the government watchdog group Citizens Against Government Waste, said the additional
security was understandable aftiee rash of vandalism in 201"However, when the threats and vandalism have all

but ceasedt might be time to rethink" the spending, Kalin said in a statenj8ource: Associated Press | Jim Salter

| October 15, 2018+]
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VA Motto Update 01 3 Does Not Include Women| Should It be Changed

The words of Abraham Lincoln are usually revered, but not so for some when it comes to the motto for the U.S.
Department of Veterans Affairgeterans groups and Yale Law School students are asking the VA to change its creed,

saying it excludes women anghiores theicontributions to the militaryT he VA®&s mi ssion is to f
Americabds 16th president Ato care for him who shall hav
made the comments in his second inaugural adilres865 while talking about reconciliation and reconstruction as
the Civil War was coming to an entfale students, representing the advocacy groups Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans
of America, NYC Veterans Al Il i anc eonadtheVA2OCT tochangdtbeme n
motto.Ai The VAO6s motto is outdated, 0 Students with Yale
excluding women, it effectively erases the meaningful contributions that women have made to the anilitary,
communicates to women veterans thaety ar e un we | Thosméentsalst sid theeA fias been failing

to meet the health care needs of many women veterans and service members.

o O

VA officials have rejected previous requests to changemntbto, including one made last year by Iraq and
Af ghani stan Veterans of Ameri ca. The Service Womenods
service members and veterans, made i fe)quest nearly a decade agé. spokesman Curt Cashour 8di5 OCT
the agency will review the petitiomnd fr espondfibBppcobndstwbyde serve as a
veterans, including women veterans, whose service and

34



timeless and pgnant reminder of the debt America owesvalh 0 h av e wo r rBuppohters olichandgingr m. 0
the motto cite actions by other military institins aimed at including women.

T I'n 2003, the Air Force Academy r emovaeaphrase framagn on c¢
1894 Sam Walter Foss poem. It replaced the sign wi
Before Self. Excellence in All We Do. o0

T The U.S. Naval Academy in 2004 changed théedemwords t
genderneutral. And the U.S. Military Academy at West Point in 2008 did the same with wording in its alma
mater.

Retired Navy Capt. Lory Manning, director of gover nme
said many women service mbne r s and veterans would be happy i f the V
who shalll have borne ftohre hhast twli eddo wéinn ¢da mrde mha we d ir tplhen Infd Owo u |
Manning said. fAWe now hawva sowerunz rmi.l llitcddrs wdmen hwdat § hisr
f or men Idoha)l fernale @etedss, however, feel the same wayda Keleher, a Marine Corps veteran who
now works for Veterans of Foreign Wars, wrote last year that changing the rkelyoNbuld cost millions of dollars
because of the need to update every welcome sign, pamphlet, letterhead and other things containing the current motto.
She said the money would be better spent on improving VA services to wgBmurce: Associated Pre$¢Dave
Collins |
October 152018 ++]
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Trump VA Plan Update 05 3 For mer VA Secretary Shul kinés Opinia

Former Department of Veterans Affairs Secretary David Shulkinl&aldCTt hat Pr esi dent Donal d T
concern over details and signature extemporaneous style enabled him to usher change quickly dutimg his
yearinthe jobi Pr esi dent Trump doesndét want to spenidl @a. hHdg&s ar

someone who reacts according to his belief system, 0 sai
a loose management style in the White House was actually something that worked well for me. | came, | presented
ideastothe predient , and he said, &éThat sounds | i ke a good thir

Shulkin expounded on his time in Washington to a group of aspiring health care leaders at T.H. Chan School of
Public Health at Harvard University. He was asked ab@ufprivatization, navigating politics and the differences
between the administrations of Trump dodmer President Barack Oban@b a ma appoi nted Shul ki n
undersecretary of health in 200L% post that he held until Trump named him VA secratadanuary 2017. He was
the only one of Tr ump 6 serthepppdousnadmirasgatidS.d uh&ave sesecedbedd
admi ni stratiucaan a3 | a& di wealclh issfe bow decisidms were madeVhre np rwoec epr e s e nt

issus , we knew how to present the material with very det
well-briefed when we met with him, and he understood the issues. He was very analytic, thoughtful, and it was usually

a pretty extensive discussio bef or e deci si ons wer e made. President Oba
I experienced him as well .0

There was a drastic difference when the presidshded to Trump, Shulkin saii So me peopl e used t
6chaos. 6 Thoybeawoel dy paobar datr & mpé monffa ralipep rscaai cdh., al ong wi
willingness to set aside political divides on veterans issues, allowed him to shepherd 11 bills through Congress with
bipartisan support during his 14 months as efacy, Shulkin explained. In that time, Congress approved a major
expansion of the GI Bill and a faster firing process for VA employees, among other legislation. Shulkin also made the
decision to hire Cerner Corp. for a multibilli@ollar project to over u | t h kectronid Besalth e=cord system.

Trump fired Shulkin over Twitter 086 MAR following months of infighting between him and political appointees
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assigned to the VA. After Shulkima s f i r ed, he spoke out, saying the poli
a fast enough charge toward privatization and sought to undermine him.

He told the students gathered at Harvard on Monday that he entered the public sphere ksdimnegrhight be

limted."l came to Washington with the belief | wasndt goi ng
and do what | thought was right, and if it cost me my
very clear on where | stoodvidom twiieme@s t hSshnudl dilitint dtichdonudgehrte |
be fired after the vi ol etasvile vl nn August 2P0A7& r Ring hdiodm &t | iy mimen d
condemn the white suprenc i st s who | ed the rally, and Shulkin told
our countryés veteranprémactbéesNapingoahdokhhehgtedesde b s
behavior, when people violate the principlesthamost of wus in the middle believe
said Monday. AAnd thatés why when Charlottesville happ:¢
| spoke out against the white supremacists and the Nazis and saidshh oul dndét be tol erated, t
have to speak out. o

Now, Shul kin thinks the VA is fimoving forward in the
new | aw that he wor ked on -seionhealthdanaions.New ¥ASeaetady Rebert er an s 6
Wilkie, who officially took the job in Julyis leading its implementatioikowever, Shulkin remains concerned about
experienced people leaving Washington. Following his dismissal, numerous senior Véfsta#f Agency, including
the deputy secretagnd chief information officed One of t he biggest concerns | hav
Washington is the hallowing out of experiencddVNepaepl e W
losing people with both experience and passion. We need the best and brightest to be in Washington. We need people
commi tted to publkiecismpoviaai Shialknnwhewas aphysieidn and bealth care
executive beforgining the VA, recently took a job as chief innovation officer at Sanford Health in Sioux Falls, S.D.

[Source: Stars& Stripes| Nikki Wentling |October 15, 2018+]
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VA Blue Water Claims Update 5 3 House to Senate | Pagke Bill Already

Astensofthousandsofs#oal | ed fABl ue Watero Navy veterans wait for C
on the Senate to advance crucial legislation fpags muckneeded care to themn a letter set to Sen. Johnny
Isakson(R-GA), Rep. TimWalz (D-MN) and 44 other House Democrats urged the Senate VA Committee chairman

to pass the Blue Water Navy Vietnam Vet er gefloerafssodn, Aso t
as posfslitblies 0a vtareyerysay dof delay meanstthgre are fewer Blue Water Navy veterans who
earned and deserved compensation and Department of Vet e

ifAs veteranso advocat esedvetermnsiwhovsay it someétimds doaks td thénrase ifithef r u s t
Congress and the VA are denying benefits just waiting for them to die. Unless Congress passes this bill, it will be
hard to argue against thato t i TlhenHodse unanimously passed the billin Jung,i ch represents fth
these veterans saw any real progresstrome i r gover nmehd wev esra,y si tWad zext remel y
see the legislation lose traction in the Senate, presumably because the Trump Administration has occstrerayt i
opposition to the bill, not based on policy, but because it simply does not want to invest the money it would take to
do right by these veterans.

The legislation would finally grant a presumption of exposure to Agent Orange for sailosemwbd in territorial
waters off the coast of Vietnam; U.S. service members who serviggnound in Vietnam dimg the war already
havethatl t woul d also allow these veterans to receive expe
illnesses connected to their exposui®ome 90,000 Navy Viaam veterans stand to benefithe issue gained conflict
when VA Secretary Robert Wilkie said he did not support the measure due to, in part, a lack of scientific evidence.
The VA argues that sce there is no definitive proof that exposure to the didxidled Agent Orange has led to any
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identifiable diseases, theredhesenetsThenédoa sof peoiwvindef doct
other diseases common for peopldrthge, the VA says.

Another concern the VA has is the cost. Expanding benefits to Blue Water veterans would cost the agency nearly
$7 billion over the next decade. Looking to offset that cost, the bill would increase fees on VA home loans. But VA
officials say that would benfair to the general veteran population.vV A wi | | continue to obje
roadblocks, 0 the House members wrote. Alt is the Congr

Agent Orange was used by the U.S. military to clear out forests, dengngnédmy cover. But the chemical
contains a knowrtancefrcausing agent, dioxin.Sailors at the time and veterans since say the ships would use
contaminated water on board and then distill it enouglesace members could drinkifil t appeasure as i f
to toxins by American service members in theatres of war willalwaysla r eal i t y ficAss aesnbtelm s lod
Congress, our task for the future will be to take the lessons learned from the use of Agent Orange in Vietnam so many
decades ago, arfihd ways to forthrightly acknowledge the exposure, determine the service connection and then
compensate service members in far less than two generati®surce: Connecting\éts.com| Matt Saintsing|
Octoberl6, 2018 ++]
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VA Fraud, Waste & Abuse 3 Reported 16 thru 31 OCT2018

Fairpoint, NY i A veteran from Fairport pleaded guilty to lying about suicides he says he withnessed overseas in order
to claim disability benefits and chaitens of thousands of dollaidichael Peckg 33, filed a claim for VA Disability

Benefits in 2011 claiming that he had Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) from witnessing the suicide of two
fellow soldiers while deployed to Kuwait i9@4-2005 with the Army ReservBut investigators with the Deptment

of Veterans Affairs determined that Pecka "lied about being present for either suicide, lied about observing either
suicide, lied about being involved in the investigation of either suicide, and in the case of one of the soldiers, was not
even in he same country at the time he committed suicide," according to the office éttdr8ey James P. Kennedy,

Jr. Due to the high disability rating that Pecka received because of his PTSD claims, he received more than $92,000
in tax free disability benefitthathe wasn't legally entitled t®ecka filed the initial claim while he was an inmate in
federal prison for an unrelated bank fraud conviction. Investigators said he repeated his false claims about observing
the suicides on gernment forms in 2011 dr2014.He faces five years in prison, a fine of up to $250,000, or both.
Pecka is scheduled to bentenced on January 24, 20ISource: WHAM 13 | October 242018 ++]

-0-0-0-0-0-

Baltimore, MD i A former U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) official pled guity OCTto demanding

and receiving bribes from three fprofit schools in exchange for enrolling disabled military veterans in those

schools and facilitating over $2 million in paymefitasm the VAusingh e v et er an s 6 JadmesKmg a | bene
age63 pled guilty to an Information alleging one count of honest services and money/property wire fraud, one count

of bribery, and one count of falsifying records to obstruct an adminigrimestigation. The plea was entered

before U.S. District Judge John D. Bates of the District of Columbia, who set sentencing for Jan. 15, 2019.

King is the fourth individual to plead guilty as part of this investigation. In April, Albert PoandiSombo
Kanneh pleaded guilty to bribing and conspiring to bribe King, respectively. In July, Michelle Steasaredpguilty
to bribingKing.iFor years, James King and his criminal associ at
educators er vi ces to military veterans who served our count.i
Justice Department is committed to prosecuting those who seek to illegally enrich themselves at the expense of
programs intended tcelp our brave seri c e me mber s. 0

T AiJames King took advantage of his position with th

programs meant to help our disabled military veter
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Attorney Liu. dhaws tha we wildeevdryithmgveicanro ensure that taxpayer money
intended for our veterans is put to its proper use, not siphoned off by the people and organizations who are
entrusted with helping them.oOo

T AKing tried to us e elhatthe expense of veterans who haeerhonorably sehvédrosr

country, o0 said FBI Speci al Agent in Charge DeSarno
activity by anyone affiliated with the U.S. government will not be tolerated. The FBivaik closely with

our partners to continue to aggressively investigat
T AKingbs plea is a win for VA and our vet@GMds, 0 sai
Atl antic Field OfficeatVAGG is dedicateddte progecuting éhase thanmake s a g e
advantage of VA programs that are intended to help
According to Kingbs admi ssions made i n connection

Employment (VR&E) provides disabled U.S. military veterans with education and employetetstd services.

VR&E program counselors advise veterans under their supervision which schools to attend and facilitate payments to
t hose s cho o ltugtionfard necegsary suppbeBrand®2015 through 2017, King, using his position as a
VR&E program counselor, demanded and received cash bribes from the owners of Atius Technology Institute (Atius),

Eelon Training Academy (Eelon), and a school identified in docsnenas fiSchool A, 0 a schoc
specialize in physical security classes. King facilitated over $2 million in payments to Atius, over $83,000 to Eelon,
and over $340,000 to ASchool A, 0 all i n ctielschbohoswmessnce o f

to commit bribery and defraud the VA. King agreed with Poawui and Stevens that they would each pay him, in cash,
seven percent of the money they received from the VA in exchange for King steering veterans to their schools and
facilitating VA payments. King similarly accepted cash payments from the owner of School A, who is identified as
Person A in the Information, in exchange for the same official acts.

In order to maximize the profits from their fraud, all three school oweerss Ki ng and ot her VA
information about the education being provided to veterans, and King facilitated payments to all three schools knowing
this information was false. King also admitted to repeatedly lying to veterans under his supénvizrder to
convince them to attend Atius, Eelon, or School A. For example, King falsely instructed one veteran that, unless he
attended School A, his VR&E program benefits would #dl a

despite thev et er anbdés protests that he could not engage in ph
despite the fact that the veteran had enrolled in the VR&E program to pursue his dream of becoming a baker.

In early 2017, the VA initiated a fafinding inquiry into Atius based on complaints by students as to the quality
of education at the school. In August 2017, after King became aware of the inquiry, he created a falsified site visit
report and instructetBoawui t o send it to another VA official, all
In January 2018, after Poawui had begun to cooperate with the government in its investigation, King attempted to
convince Poawui to lie to the grand jualgout the purpose of the bribe paymer&ource: U.S. Attorneyshistrict
of Columbia| October 26, 2018 ++]

-0-0-0-0-0-

Lebanon, PA-The United States Attorneyods Office for the Mid

Jason Ehrhart, age4 8 , of Thompsontown, P e n n s yduned&hriad , agead8,dof J asonod
Newport, Pennsyl vani a, were charged with defrauding a
Social SecurityAdministration out of $316,36ccordingto United States Attorney David J. Freed, Jason Ehrhart

is charged by way of a criminal information with one ¢

is charged in an indictment with one count of health care fraud and one cowmtspfracy to commit health care
fraud.

According to the charges, a veteran who was a former resident of Perry County, Pennsylvania, was diagnosed with
multiple sclerosis while serving in the U.S. Army in 1985. The veteran later began receiviniliyllsenefits from
the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and the Social Security Administration (SSA) and was eventually
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hospitalized on a permanent basis at the VA hospital in Lebanorsyeamia, on November 8, 200On August 8,
2006, the veterawas deemed by the VA to be incompetent to handle his own financial affairs. As a result, on October

2, 2006, Jason Ehrhart successfully applied to serve a
terms of a Fiduciary Agreement, JasamEh art agreed to wuse all of the veter
for the veterands benefit. The agreement warned him ¢t

Agreement also required Jason Ehrhart to submit an annual acgaaritie VA with respect to the amount of money
spent on the veteranbt6s behal f.

The charges allege, however, that between October 2006 and August 2016, Jason Ehrhart and Laurie Ehrhart, who
was then Jasondés wife, mi sasdpSecraltSechridy Hidility3bénefitsmr themséelves.v et er a

Whil e Jason Ehrhart served as the veterands VA Fiduci al
most of his Social Security disability checks, were deposited into a checking tdéason opened as a legal custodian
account in the veterands name. Al together, $476,260 ir

Security disability, and $5,244 in VA clothing allowance) were deposited into the account betwesey 2809 and
August 2016.

The charging documents alleged that, at least $316,360 of the $476,260 was misappropriated by Jason and Laurie
Ehrhart and converted to their own use. Checks totaling $218,832 ($96,202 payable to Jasoarieh#i@?,630
payable to Laurie Ehrhart), some of which exceeded $5,000, $6,000 and $7,000, were drawn against the account. Of
the $218,832, $157,742 was allegedly deposited into Ja:
Valley Bank(JVB) and at least $23,496 was converted to cash. Thereafter, it is alleged that the funds in the joint JVB
account were employed by Jason and Laurie Ehrhart togragmal expensed.he charging documents further allege
that another $7,174 incheckew e made payable to Jason and Laurie Ehrh
allegedly instructed the children to take the checks to the bank, cash them, andesutine cash to hirhnother
$19,890 in checks were allegedly made payable to anathergl e who were Jason and Lauri
According to the charges, Jason Ehrhart regularly treated the couple and their children to dinners out and at least two,
all-expense paid vacations to Disney World in Florida, purchased two autosfarilhe family, and paid for the
wi feds dent al wor k.

To conceal his embezzlements, it is alleged that Jason Ehrhart submitted eight false annual accountings to the VA
in which he falsely clai med he s pe oler 2606 Gn2l Octdbed 206501 t h e
According to the charges, the itemized expenditures in the accountings were grossly inflated. For example, Jason
Ehrhart <c¢cl ai med he paid the mortgage on the veteranods

mortgage on his motherod6s residence ($881) after she di
obtained judgments and they were eventually foreclasedsold.

According to the charges, Jason Ehrlzdsb falsely claimed in the annual accountings that he spent thousands on
miscellaneous expenditures for the veteran, including storage unit rentals, vehicle maintenance bills, state and local
taxes, life and auto insurance, and credit card bills. Howeve i n 2016 the veterandés spec
van, for which Jason Ehrhart claimed he spent approximately $32,395 for vehicle maintenance, was found broken
down and abandonedong a Perry County roadsidene veteran died at the LebandA Hospital on July 30, 2018.

Laurie Ehrhart was arraigned on the charges before U.S. Magistrate Judge Susan E29@abnd released on

her own recognizance. No date has yet been set for Jas

The maximum peadty under federal law for this offense is 10 years of imprisonment, a term of supervised release
following imprisonment, and a fine. Under the Federal Sentencing Guidelines, the Judge is also required to consider
and weigh a number of factors, includidgetnature, circumstances and seriousness of the offense; the history and
characteristics of the defendant; and the need to punish the defendant, protect the public and provide for the defendant's
educational, vocational and medical needs. For these redsemssatutory maximum penalty for the offense is not an
accurate indicator of the potential sentence for a specific defenffamtirce: U.S. Attorneys| Middle District of
Pennsylvanig October 29, 2018 ++]
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VAMC Washington DC Update 11 3 Getthe Hospital Offthe VA's "Critical” List

VA Secretary Robert Wilkie o5 OCTnamed retired Army Col. Michael Heimall, a seasoned military health care
system administrator, to take over at the Washington, D.C., VA Medical Cergeunbtated mission: to get the
hospitd off the VA's "critical” list. "Michael's proven experience is what we need to continue to stabilize and make
further improvements at the medical ceritaVilkie said in a statemenT.he center was once a flagshiptire VA

system but has been the subject of two scathing VA Inspector General's repoirtg Weahpatients were at risk.

believe our employees, volunteers and veterans will greatly benefit from his strong leadership,” Wilkie said of
Heimall, whopreviously served as chief of staff at the Walter Reed National Military Medical Center in Bethesda,
Maryland, from 2015 to 2017.

Heimall, a fellow at the American College of Healthcare Executives since 2007, received his commission while
earning a Bchelor of Arts degree at Norwich University in Vermont. He holds Master of Strategic Studies degree
from the Army War College, as well as a Master of Health Administratégnee from Baylor UniversityAs director
at the D.C. center, he will be in chafe facility serving more than 121,000 veterans in the D.C. area, oreeatiog
budget of $610 millionThe continuing problems at the hospital were considered a factor in President Donald Trump's
decision last March to fire thewiA Secretary Dr. Davi&hulkin.In April 2017, VA Inspector General Michael Missal
took the unusual step of issuing a preliminary report on the center to prod the Veterans Health Administration into
action.

Missal's report said that storage areas for medical suppliediltleyemanagement was clueless on what was in
the storage areas, medical supply rejects may have been used on patients and more than $150 million in supplies and
equiprent had never been inventoriéithe IG said that staff at the center at times hadakenmemergency runs to
neighboringhospitals to ask for supplieShe hospital had to borrow bone material for knee replacement surgeries
and also ran out of tubes needed for kidney dialysis, forcing staff to go to a {seade hospital to procure them,
the IG's inerim report foundin March 2018, Missal issued a full report, titled "Persistent and Pervasive Problems at
the Washington, DC, VA Medical Center Placed Patients and Assets at Unnecessary Risk."

Following the first IG report, Shulkin régced the hospital's director and the medical center has since functioned
with a series of acting direa® until Heimall's appointmentLast month, the VA's Strategic Analytics for
Improvement and Learning (SAIL) report rated all hospitals in the sydera.were on the "high risk" list and the
D.C. enter was listed as "criticallh early August, in his second week on the job, Wilkie visited the center to gauge
whether performance had improvétlVe had a good visit today," he said later in a staternfiémd | appreciated
hearing from facility and regional leadership on the important work that has been done to address the Inspector
General's concerns, as well as plans for resolving all its remaining recommendaf®ogtte: Military.com |
Richard Sik | October 152018++]

VAMC Omaha NE Update 053 Wrong Number Gives Right Results

Sometimes a wrong number turns out to be exactly the rightdhen Lisa Nagengast flew home to Floridaatn

OCT, all seemed well with hdirother back in Nebrask&reg Holeman, 48, was out of the hospital after a risky
surgery, and home care had been seBupthen came the troubling phone call from her brother: The incision from
his spinal fusion was o0oo0zing blood and pus. His | eft
Lisaposted in a Facebook account of what unfoldhed daybackin Nebraska.
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Holemanan Ar my veteran |iving on disability in Columbus,

hospital, his sister said. He didnét have the cash on
an ambulance, she saiGoshecalled her br ot h e rAblsast she thought shevdidry&uegrwoman

answered the phone and listened interitly. assumed it was Lisdeex psloaciinaeld woonr kFearc,e bf

told her who | was, why | was calling, gave her the whole storgl,asked what can vd® to get him to the hospital.

WhatLisadi dnét realize was that shedéd called the Jimmy Joh
The young woman who answered the phone, Lupe Rodriguez, passed the receiveatlger, Jason Vos8.S h e

was a |l ittle pdadisai chAt ot Nasspeantd, of figuredditwashoul d t

obviously not someone making sometvhbssgcapl dhott wheaar &t
but he alnsto tdoi dorudtt awmmayone on the spot. So he called Jin

himAiThere was so much we didndét know, what could happen

Hillmer, a veteran himself, callddsa to find out whereher brother livedLisa said she became confused. She
asked him why another social wo rikferrd hhaed nHai dg,i veWmnprh,i mt h
Johnksapoéted. fi sai d, 6You mean Ji mmyc allo hendd sJ ilmnkye Jtoht

restaurant . Mo s t pl aces would have probably said somet
candt help you.d6 But (Zach), the delivery driver at Jir
roomt o get the medical attention he needed. 0

That misdi al must have be elisaNagemgastsai@dQCT o fii | it d iwmaisn eneiamtt e n
Her brother is back home and doing better, she Waisk, who was back on his night shift, sugd thingsupii Th e r e

is always time for peopl e, especially people in need, o
busy with deliveries, eit hdisasaidZhe entire epiacsle hgsibeed hetatmigh el p s o n
iln todayds political climat e, everybodyds arguing wit
has to say, 0 she said. ATo have two compl et e isway anger s

amazing. o

Note:

(1) In a24 OCT2018statement, the Omaha VA said it urges veteransed péan ambulance to call one.

(2) Interim Final Rule: On January 9, 2018, the Department of Veterans Affairs isadithl rule changethat
amened its policy for payment of Millennium Bill claims. The Millennium Bill authorizes the Veterpns
Administration (VA) to pay for emergency care provided to veterans inv#ofacilities 8 including emergency
ambulance transportatiah provided the veteran ha® other health insurance that would cover the costs of such
emergency care. These changes were nhecessitated, in pa
Appeals (Staab v. M2onald, 28 Vet. App. 50, 2016)Jhe two major changes beimgade by the interim final rule
are: (1) the expansion of payment eligibility to include veterans who received partial payment or reimbursement from

a health plan for their neMA emergency care and (2) the expansion of payment eligibility for emergency
tansportation associated wireatmentin anemAdacilayn 6s r ecei pjt of en

[Source: World-Herald| Nancy GaarderQciober24, 2018++]
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Vet Mental Health Update 02 3 cVN Expanding to 25 Clinics by 2020

Hedge fund billionaire Steven Cohen s&id OCTthat his Cohen Veterans Network (CVN) plans to expand to 25
mental health clinics by 2020 for veterans and their family members in an effort to create the "mental andtbrain hea
care system of the future'We've got a twepath approack take care of today's problems now and look for better
answers in the future," he said in brief remarks at the opening of the 3rd annual Cohen Veterans Care Summit at the
Ronald Reagan Building and International degaCente near the White Hous€ohen said CVN currently has 10

clinics nationwide and plans to have four mse¢ up by the end of this yeémn.addition, he said, "we're on target" to

have a total of 25 by 2020, operating on the theme "Back to Better."

His clinics have treated 8,000 veterans and family members thus far, and "they tell us we'ge thekilives
better,” he said'Sadly, we're now facing an epidemic of veterans suicides. We have to stop it in its tracks," he added.
"l want to do somethingkmut this."That's the reason, Cohen said, that he created the Cohen Veterans Network and
funded Cohen Veterans Bioscience to conduct research on biological signs and other diagnostics that could lead to
innovative treatments for Post Traatic Stress Digder, or PTSDThe Cohen network of clinics would have had 11
operating this year, but the one in Los Angeles at the University of Cadifabmuptly shut down last yedrccording
to a lengthy article by ProPublica, the Ramofit investigative journali® organization, in collaboration with Fortune
magazine, there were allegations that the Los Angeles clinitungiag away homeless veteratig/e did have to
move away from" the Los Angeles clinic, Anthony Guido, vice president for communications at tGNN,
Military.com at the summit. "Both sides agreed it was not working the way it was intended."

Hedge fund billionaire Steven Cohen

Cohen, who reportedly has an estimated net worth of $14 billion, founded CVN in 2015, two years after his firm,
SAC Capital Advisors, agreed to pay $1.8 billion in fines and civil penalties to resolve a cimdioahent for insider
trading.It was the largest fine in history for insider trading, according to Preet Bharara, who was then U.S. Attorney
for the Southern District of New YorkCohen was also banned from running a hedge fund for two years. He now
heads a netfirm, Point72 Asset Managememhtowever, Cohen, who pledged $275 million of his own funds to found
CVN, has recruited an impressive board ioéctors, including retired Adm. Mike Mullen, the former chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff; former Sen. Joseph Liebermadphn.; Mary Winnefeld, cdounder of the S.A.F.E. Project
aimed at curbing opioid addiction and wife of retired Adm. James $SafNéhnefeld, former vice chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff; and Linda Rosenberg, president and chief executive officer of the National Council for
Behavioral Health.

In the summit presentatiod$ OCT, Anthony Hassan, president and CEO of CValdsabout 22 percent of the
veterans at Cohen clinics were referred byDbpartment of Veterans Affair8Ne're filling gaps" in the VA's mental
healthprograms for veterans, he saltt's not about competition" with the VA, he said, but rather abottingethe
best treanent available for the veterabast February, the VA announced it was going into partnership with CVN to
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work on curbing e suicide rate among veterafiA and CVN have a shared goal to improve veterans' health and
access to mentakhlth services to reduce veteran suicides,-W&rSecretary Dr. Daw Shulkin said in a VA release.

"With 14 out of the 20 veterans who take their own lives per day not engaging VA care, partnerships such as this help
those veterans, as well as their fit@s, receive care where they live," added Shulkin, who was fired by President
Donald Trump in March.

Hassan said at the time that the partnership was preventing suicides ty getitrans needed care fasteve
are excited about partnering withA and advancing the field through innovative clinician training initiatised
public messaging," he sai@or a series of videos on tl@ohen Veterans Networkites and operations refer to
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E_QVYEuiVJAOQ&Iist=PLx1jpnw7W2E2cQKi2GUPgHYoajol0C1fgSource:
Military.com | Richard SisK Octoberll, 2018 ++]
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Vet Fraud & Abuse 3 Reported 16 thru 31 OCT2018

TheNew Yorkst at e At t or ney 27G@Chaamounted s lawddit igainsea New Y-bdsed national

jewelry retailer that allegedly preyed upon and misled activg service members, often selling them pieces marked

up 600 to 1,000 percenter wholesale value, including special commemorative items sucthas i Mot her 6 s Me
of H o The schetne was allegedly driven by retaltarris Jewelry using a purportethut-illegal charitable
program called fAOper at i omwHichdntplpyeds av@uld stand oltkide oftsterastolding o g r a r
military-dressed teddy bears and touting the charity, was used to lure the service people into its more than 20 stores
placed on or near military bases, the suit clai@sce inside, the militarnen and women wer-e fidupe
priced, illegal inhouse financing contraéswith terms that were purposely made hard to decéplier overpriced

jewelry, said Attorney General Bzara Underwood in a statemefr. one example of Harris Jewelry's prigjnit

would purchase the popularly sold "Mother's Medal of Honor" for $77.70 and then sell it to military customers for

$799 plus warranteeand interest, Underwood saithe company has denied the lawsuit's allegations.

The 45page complaint lodgeid state Supreme Court in Jefferson County against Harris Originals of NY Inc. and
its 30 or so related entities resulted from a more tharytew investigation conducted with 13 other states, according
to Underwood. New York and Tennessee led the malésinvestigation, and during its course, Harris Jewelry
allegedly brought its own litigation in a failed attempt to use the state courts to challenge the AG Office's investigatory
subpoenas issued under cover of anonymity, the complaint noted.

Alleging a relevant period of 2010 to present, the complaint also said that revenue across all Harris stores, located
in at least 12 states and including online and phone services, was more than $30 million for fiscal y&ar POt
revenue between 2010chB017 exceeded $8 million, the complaintsaidi Har r i s Jewel ry wused ser

pawns in a predatory scheme, 0 Underwood said in her st
take advantage of New Yorkers in order to linertheio wn  pButcHarastJeweldy, based in Hauppauge, said in

its own statement issued | ate Monday afternoon that it
rai sedd and that it fAopegthatreglsat e@ ¢ widilH awdrungst niJyewed rwi tsh ati

its decadesld business model. The New York attorney general has unfortunately reached the wrong conclusions
about our business and the work we do, 0 the company's

According to Underwod's statement and the compldirsigned by Assistant Attorney General in Charge Deanna
Nelson in Watertown and Assistant Attorney General Alicia Leddorh e r et ai |l er empl oyed fiun
and deceptive acts and practices, deceptive crediteair vi ces, and il |l egal I ending in
leading to eight alleged causes of action including civil usury, criminal usdrgieaeptive business practicéghile
not naming amounts sought, the complaint asked for enjoinment bfilieess, disgorgement of moneys received
due to illegal financing arrangements, restitution for affected consumers, and voiding and rescission of customer
financing contracts, among other things.
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The complaint stated Harris Jewdryhich operates onstore just miles from Fort Drum in Watertodvn
Aprominently advertiseso t haaWoddoNaplh Marinefvatenaldeebusinebke r o me  H
carries "a small and variable inventory" of jewelry, including engagement rings, patriotic and+ttitmed jewelry
and speci al gi fts such as the fAMother's Medal of Honor
Necklace," the complaint addefSource: ALM Media | October 29, 2018+]
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Vet Health Care B 3 $ti# Ease Significant Health Risks

Veterans remain more likely to report feeling in great medical condition even while they face an increased risk of
serious health problems like cancer, arthritis and emotional distress, according to updateresuits from veterans

advocates o3 OCT. The report, from United Health Foundation and the Military Officers Association of America,

has tracked health issues among former military member
care needs of people with military service differ in severshp or t ant wa y sThefresultsrconeeifrom | i an s .
more than 1 million responses from veterans and civilians who never served. In 2016, the most recent results, more
than 56 percent of veterareported their health is good or excellent, above the 51 percent of civilian peers who said

the same.

But as has been the case in past surveys, that optimism overlooks a host of unhealthy behaviors and significant
health threats facing indivichls who spent time in unifornm/eterans are more likely to contract arthritis (25 percent
compared with 23 percent for civilians), cardiovascular disease (10 percent vs. 7 percent), cancers (11 percent vs. 10
percent) and illnesses that leave them functionadpaired (26 percent vs. 21 percent), according to thg/stu@ o t h
men and women with military service report significantly higher rates of anxiety, depression, and frequent mental
distress than men and women whohavet s er v ed, 0 fi D &ite significantyrhighergatea of eoserage
and access to care to many preventive services, those who have served are less likely to have a dedicated health care
provider than those who have not served. 0

Researchers did find positive news e tlates health survey updat®ates of both smoking and drinking were
down significantly in the latest findings. And more veterans saw an expansion of mental health care options in recent
years, giving them ore access to help when needddwever, the drinkingaind smoking rates still outpace those of
their civilian peers. Smokeless tobacco use among veterans is more than twice that of individuals who never served.
And the report states that i ns uffeteransihe reporemphasipesthat mai ns
the health of veterans is a national priority, Tracy Malone, president of the United Health Foundation, said in a
statement , adding that she is hopeful of ficials wildl |
collabaation to improve the health of military members, veterans and thei ami | i es acThefdls t he ¢
report is available online dtttps://www.americashealthrankings.orgSource: MilitaryTime | Leo Shane llI|
October 29, 2018 ++]

PTSD Update 2483 wounded Warrior Project Pledge

The Wounded Warrior Project pledged 23 OCTto raise $160 million over the next five years that would be funneled
to four institutions for tweandthree week courses of intensive treatment for veterans suffering fi@D Rnd
traumatic brain injuryThe fundraising was aimed at veterans who "hheecburage- yes, the courage when they
return home to seek help," retired Army Lt. Gen. Mike Linnington, chief executive officer of WWP, said in an
announcement aboard the Intrepid Sea, Air and Space Museum on Manhattan's West Side. "When thesnesturn
they've earned our support, and that's really what today is all about.”
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According to plans, WWP's Warrior Care Network would distribute $65 million to the "Home Base" program at
Massachusetts General Hospital in Boston; $45 million to the "Roatk" program at the Rush University Medical
Center in Chicago: $25 million to veterans programs at Emory Healthcare in Atlanta; and $20 million to "Operation
Mend" at UCLA Health in Los Angeles he total adds up to $155 million. Rob Louis, a WWP spokesrsaid an
additional $5 million would go to pilot projects at Home Base in Boston and to other projects at "Road Home" in
Chicago for a projected total of $160 million.

Louis said the Blue Angels Foundation had already committed $5 million tankeaising plan, and the bulk of
the $160 million was expected to come from continuing donatmW8wP over the next five yearfSor the most part,
it's the American people" whaill be contributing, he saidWe're grateful to be able to help warriorgess world
class mental health treatment ... [and] we're humbled by the support of the nation that allows us to commit to this
care," Linnington, the former head of the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency, said in a statement before the
intrepid ceremony.

WWP, which maintains that as many as one in three veterans suffer from some form tfaposttic stress
disorder, has invested about $100 million in mental health treatment over the previous three years. The projected $160
million would allow forthe expansion of services, said retired Army Lt. Col. Mike Richardson, WWP's vice president
for Indepenént Services and Mental Healt¥ieterans "pay not a penny for this treatment,” said Richardson, the
former director of the disability evaluation systeanArmy Medicine .He said about 1,000 veterans had gone through
the Wounded Care Netwodponsored program of two to three weeks of intensive care with 70 hours of individualized
programs, and another 1,100 were expected to receive treatment from theilia6@ver the ext five yearsWWP's
programs, which became well known through TV ads, had average completion rates of 90 percent, compared to 30
50 percent completion rates ither programs, Richardson said.

On the Intrepid, Army veteran Mik&eiger, who guarded "higtalue" prisoners at the Guantanamo Bay Naval
Base in Cuba and at camps in Iraq as a military policeman, described outbursts of anger that he couldn't control or
explain before going through WWHRdensive treatment in BostoH. didn't know what was dog on," Geiger said.
It reached the point, he said, where his wife told him, "If I'd known you were going to be this wa@yldn't have
married you."In recovery, he came to accept that "it's okay to fall down," Geiger said, itmdesilience traimg
"we get back up."So I'm not perfect, | have a long way to go," Geiger said. "l learned how to fight in the Army. I'm
just finding a different way to fight."

Wounded Warrior Project itself is in a form of recovery from a lafsdonor confidence following a series of
scandals in 2016 involving expenditures and whistleblower complaints of a toxic work environment in the program.
Two top executives at WWP were firefihe watchdog group Charity Navigator initially placed WWP teriwatch
list," but Charity Navigator eventually removed WWP from the list and gave it astaeeating on a scale of four,
following independent accounting investigations that questioned thgatitlas of lavish expendituresast April,
Linnington sid that donations to WWP dropped by $91 million in fiscal year 2017 in the aftermath of the allegations.
But he projected growth for 2018Source: Military.com Richard Sis October 232018++]
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Vet School Rankings3 Top Onesfor 2019

In the market for a good school where ya@anaise your education benefits? MilitaryTinmsveyed hundreds of
colleges across the country and used their answers, combined with federal data, to rank them in the areas of university
culture,academic quality and outcomes, policies, student support and costs and financia ailp inform your
decisioncheck outtherankingsof each categorlgy clicking on the following charts and then read about the top three
listed in those charts:

1 4-year schoolghttps://charts.militarytimes.com/char}/9
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1 2-yearschoolshttps://charts.militarytimes.com/chart)10
1 Online and nontraditional schodlsttps://charts.militarytimes.com/chart)11
9 Career and technical collegéstps://charts.militarytimes.com/chér2)

Four-Year Schools

1. Georgia Southern University

Veterans and service members make up about 8 percent of the student body at Georgia Southern University, the largest
proportion of any top 10 school in the feygar category. The school recentignsolidated with Armstrong State
University, which has for years been a top finisher in
programs, services and campus culture we have developed that provide service members, veterans aili@sheir fam

the opportunity to achieve their academic and professi

director of Military and Veterans Affairs. AfBeing reco
military-affiliated stidents demonstrates the level of commitment we have to providing our military population an
opti mal educational experience to ensure they compl ete

2. University of South Florida

At the University of South Florida, militargonneceéd students are retained, complete courses and graduate at higher

rates, on average, than their peers at other schools that provided this information on the survey. They also have a
slightly higher GPA than nemilitary students at the schoobl3.21,compaed t o 3. 17. iThe univer
point, no matter the issue, to work with veterans from the moment they show interest in the school, through their
matricul ation and even beyond graduati on aearsitytobSouthhei r f u
FIl orida graduate Ai mee Carpenter, now an admi ssion and
their journey, the Office of Veteran Success is there to help our student veterans and their families in any way they
can. o0

3. Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey

At Rutgers, the largest school in the top 10 with more than 69,000 students, the student veteran population has tripled
in the last decade, said Ann Treadway, director of the Office of Veteran and Military Programs and Services. The
school has both a vetars center for socializing and an office for processing military education benefits on campus,

as well as a virtual veterans center to replicate these services for online students.

Two-Year Schools

1. Central Community CollegeNebraska

This multrcampuscommunity college serving a 2Z®»unty area in Nebraska topped our list gfear schools for the

sixth year in a row. fAStudent veterans face unique chal
proud to have multiple centers and sei ces avail able to empower them throu
director of veteran and military servic&entral recently opened its fourth Veteran and Military Resource Center at

its Kearney Learning Center satellite campus, providing comemsive resources and services for students and
embodying fACentral Community Collegebs mission to maxi |

2. Northwestern Michigan College

At Northwestern Michigan College, the Officef Mi | i t ary and Veteran Services tr
students who recently separated from the military. | tod:
for Vets: Colleges lisd culture, student support, cost and fingl aid, policies and academic qualtyculture was

the school 6s strongest category. fiThe men and women wh
gratitude and our support, o said SccedatNottheesterh Michggan advi s
Coll ege. AThey have invested time, energy, and passion

ltds our turn to serve them, just as they have served
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3. Tarrant County College Trinity River Campus

Atthe Trinity River Campus of Tarrant County College in
Kingdomo is required reading for all news hires, school
friendly customer service fortuiglents, and the Disndike atmosphere could be one reason the school earned high

marks on our rankings. Like most other schools on the list, Tarrant County College is a signatory of the Veterans

Af fairs Departmentds PrinsipbeVebéra&mrsél BEancesandné&i gh
and a veterans office on campus.

Online and Nontraditional Schools

1. Liberty University

Liberty University is the largest school in our online and nontraditional rankings list with nearly 103,080tstu

And while Liberty has a physical campus in Lynchburg, Virginia, the overwhelming majority of its 30,000 veteran,
servicemember and militargependent students have opted to attend online, according to enrollment figures provided
by the schoolThe university did a better job of retaining both its military and #naifitary students between 2016

and 2017 than most other online and nontraditional schools that participated in the Burvey. 2 01 7, we we
designated as a Purple Heart Univergitythe first one in Virginiad in recognition of our support of military
me mber s, including veterans and their families, 0 said F

these men and women who have made sacrifices for our (ol

2. University of Maryland University College

"At UMUC, we know what it means to serve the educational needs of veterans, as well as service members
transitioning out of the military, because we #ihave beel
Hauk, associate vice president for veterans initiatives and military operations support at the unhigitsity.

students make up more than 45 percent of the student population at the school, which offers classes primarily online,

but also in persarincluding on many military installations in the U.S. and overseas. Aside from beingantaul

school, UMUC is also the second most popular destination for service members using TA benefits and is among the

top 10 most common colleges chosen by Gl @skrs, according to federal data.

3. Excelsior College

Excelsior College, headquartered in Albany, New York, had the highest mgiaagnt graduation rate of any online

and nontraditional school that provided this information in the survey. Itiatddor the lowest student loan default

rate among schools ranked in thislStT hr ough f | exi bl e-orierded ficademia frdgrams amdn d c ar
wide-ranging studententric services and resources offered by our Center for Military and Vetereatibdywe are

well positioned to assist former service members achi e\
James Baldwin. ATheir success remains the most signifi

Career and Technicad Colleges

1. ECPI University

ECPI University runs on a yeaound schedule, offering fivereek terms with both Helassroom, online and hybrid

options that offer military and veteran students flexibility and speed in their education, said Bill Bx@entive

director of military education at the fgrofit school. And in many cases, classes replicate the training programs
students went through during their actihety service! At ECPI Uni versity, we value and
Brown said.i Ou r academic team works diligently to ensure th
translated into academic credit. That military experience carries over not just in credit, but also value to the entire
student body. 0

2. Savannah TechnicaCollege

At Savannah Technical College, one in four students is a veteran, service member or a military dependent, said Jim
Krupp, the school 6s niiWei taarey po wturdeatiliaed stedeoisadd ocondnuedtoa.r y
lookforwayst o support them, including unique training progr e
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graduates have a 93.1 percent placement rate in their field of study, which shows that employers hire our graduates
for their tr¥oughelewschbot ée. most recent graduation rat
according to Education Department data, its military students graduated at a much higher rate of 73 percent.

3. Gwinnett Technical College

Gwinnett Technical College, whidias about 8,000 students, recently opened a neaci@Zcampus in Alpharetta,

Georgia, in addition to its main campus in Lawrenceville. The school offers more than 140 associate degree, diploma

and certificate programs, as well as hundreds of seminarksaps and courses that provide specialized training,

according to information provided by the sché@®t udent support wankedtategorysfalldwedo! 6 s hi
by cost and financi al aid. Tuiti on stitio Bssistaade be@efitiandn et t a
the Gl Bill.

[Source: MilitaryTimes | Natalie Gros$ October 22, 2018 ++]
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Homeless Vets Update B 3 New Initiative Offering Them Tiny Houses

When asked how he was doinginarecentt er vi ew, Henry Owens dilUntidgdentinesi t at e
the 32yearold Navy veteran was living on the streets of Kansas City, Missouri, struggling to keep a job and lacking

close family members or friends who could lend himétoedeep on, orevenacoudhhMy PTSD j ust ki nd o
in wholeheartedly, d he said. il was struggling and dea
indepen@ nt and t aki nButtadayrOsvens lives inya koede in a loraed neighborhood, surrounded

by a community of peopl e whnothrough.dhe fastthat thd homecia & mered24 wh at |
square feet floesanvwe dwerythhimng I need, 60 he said.

; 'y : ’ m ‘;;

Henry Owens and his house (leftfhe nonprofit Veterans Community Project(right) has built a Veterans Village of tiny houses for
homeless veterans in Kansas City, Missouri, and is expanding to other cities

Owens is one of 13 formerly homeless veterans who have started new lives eaadibéin Kansas City called
Veterans Village, an initiative of the nonprofit Veterans Community Project. Besides tiny houses of 240 or 320 square
feet, the organization also provides services to help the former sergitbers get back on their fetAt t60e a s
percent of the people that we serve, webdbre serving the
Stout, one of four Irag and Afghanistan veterans who founded the organization.

Stout said their original idea was to purchaseldrbuilding and convert it into a shared transitional living space
for homeless veterans, similar to other types of shelters. But when someone told Stout about tiny hiowsegie
a la the TV shows #Tny yHdws e eié stissold. e 22@squaraiodt hdmési come
furnished withatwisi zed bed, desk, kitchenette, bathroom and fAe
said Stout, likening it to a small studio apartment. The @fifarefoot models, designed for veteramigh families,
can fit a queersized bed, slgeer sofa and a triple bunk bel.l t was housing with dignity,
their own space, a sense of security.o
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That made all the difference for Owens. Before finding out about Vetstansk | age, hedd tri ed st e
More recently, he had been sleeping in a park where his friend, also homeless, was shot and killed, just days after
Owens moved into his new hom.l tt uad | y saved With13Inore @ny boushsecuniyaunder.
construction, Veterans Community Project eventually plans to build a total of 49 homes on the Kansas City property,
along with a community center that will house medical, dental and case management services. The nonprofit is also
eyeing expansioin the St. Louis, Nashville and Denver aréasd, unknowingly, their efforts were also the likely
inspiration for a group of high school students in Texas who recently took on a similar project.

Al Segura, an assistant principal at Summer Creajh F8chool near Houston, said he was scrolling through
Facebook on a sleepless night in 2017 and happened across a video of a nonprofit buildthgragiogmmunity
for homeless veterans. While Segur a c e&aglietremenbeneitmaser t he
in Kansas City, and all other signs point to Veteransi@anity Projecti The t hought just came to
beneatifk ds coul d d oSeduiagdt &néthlier higle schoal in the district on board, and after nodnths
planning, the architecture students at both schools recently started work on two tiny homes thdl doeyateito
homeless veteranB8.1 t 6s really awesome to be able to use what | 6V
therealworldaed hel ping real people, 0 said Sarah Dal by, one ¢
Park High School.

The schools plan to involve students across several departinemtstudents to help decorate the inside, welding
students to makgrills for outside, English studentstowriteé v et er ans 6 fAsRti grhite snhoam d i s so
high schools, but we really want to expand that to the rest of the schools in our district, to our city, state and hopefully
the country sothatwettiae t i ny home communities everywhere, 0 Dal by
over the country, the questilhomdlheass weidlvieachptipéssebdolbae | lod f t
is planning to finish its tiny house by the endlwé school year. The hope is to then hand them over to a community
partner to manage a village of tiny homes like the one that inspired them.
Efforts to help homeless veterans showing progress, VA, HUD leaders say

0Anybody ¢t & dxaiohimbiagbhad orée Stout of Veterans Community et is proud to have inspired.
AFor us, thatédés what itbdés ally awabokbhowr aghthéfdrPhema s add. t |
he said itds good t o s etlee VieearsrCangmumitg Prgentdnoddld h e j 1 s € mis h @ evis n

VCP is a cornerstone in veteran homelessness, 0 he said
case manager we meet with every week. We talk just personal. We talk about tragsititmivhat we need to be.
Projects |like this is whatoés needed. 0o

Now that hedés getting the help he always needed after
and is finally regaining pride in his service after years of feelitigabed and frustrated bydtway his career ended

in2007/A1t was a struggle to say, o0l 6&6m a veteran, 60 he sai
the difficulties of adjustmentto civilm | i f e 0 has hfeY @w dh ahkoes whpeindgrdtaad what
youbve been through, what youbére going through and you

frame of knowi ng[Sdurce Miltaryfimds BataiietGroegdatobér 19, 2018 ++]

Gl Bill Update 264 3 Court Ruling Makes Easier Path to Loan Forgiveness

Hundreds, perhaps thousands, of student veterans, despite having robust Gl Bill education benefits, contend they were
deceived into racking up federal loan debt through abusive praoficestain forprofit collegesOn 16 OCTthese

students, along witthousands of nometerans, gained an easier path to loan forgiveness from a federal court ruling

in Washington D.CU.S. District Judge Randolph D. Moss dismissed legal arguments from an associatien of for
profit colleges, which succeeded for more thamaryo block Obama administration rules to bring financial relief to
defrauded student borrowers and to strengthen federal protections against deceptive school practices.
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The Trump administrationds Depar t mfermguntibaf moihdagoowheni on al
the same judge rejected legal arguments from Education Secretary Betsy DeVasmapadministration attorneys.
In that case, two studehbrrowers and a coalition of 19 states and the District of Columbia filed separatédaasu
invalidate the departmentdéds stay order on Obama | oan r
Moss call ed t he Tr umpprofitechaol§, and o favoid billtons ofaollgrs iroldae forgiveriess r
for borrowersfiar bi trary and capricious. 0

Together the dual rulings force DeVos, who is still critical of the Obama rules are too expansive, to implement them
even as her department prepares more stringent regulations. Given the statutory schedule for rufleenBlaxgs

rules candt take effect before July 2020, the depart me
debt tied to fraudulent or deceptive schools to apply for relief under more liberal rules inreffetité Oct. 16 court
decisionThe department | i kely must wupdate information on f

available nowhttps://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/repaans/forgivenessancellation/borrowedefense

Obamads Education Department designed its rules to b
predatory practices by postsecondary institutions; to clarify a process for federal loaerfesgi in cases of
institutional misconduct; to allow group actions to replace thousands of individual loan forgiveness claims, and to
hold for-profit colleges acauntable for harmful practice¥he department decided its-8arold regulation on so
caled fiborrower defense claimso needed updating after a ¢
closure of a mega feprofit enterprise, Corinthian Colleges, in April 2015. The 1995 regulation, officials found,
lacked detail on how studenshould submit and how the department should adjudicate a tsunami of loan relief
requests. The old rule also limited eligibility for loan forgiveness to borrowers in default.

Obama officials released their final régfions in November 2016. Theyere to take effect the following July but
the California Association of Postsecondary Schools filed a lawsuit to block them. A supportive DeVos quickly
announced that she would block the Obama rules and prepare new ones to reflect concepnefitfddrools and
to protect taxpayers from automatic forgiveness of billions of dollars in federal student loans associated with failed
for-profit colleges.

Consumer advocacy groups for students, including veterans,praigfeud ge Moss O gittdeceabl Iyl
positive news, 0 researchdirattarlfar ¥eterar® Educatiok Success (VES), an advocacy group
formed to protect veterans and their education benefitsfilaud and deceptive practic8he Obama rule went into
effect at noonl6OCTand i s to be i mplemented i mmediatel vy. ABut t
judge didnét give t he depaimplementthe nheytpravisioréid tidrss tsrou cetaisoyn
administration theatntd ocesmedthiwantnotto tiompdloemt , 06 sai d Och
pl ays out éAdvocacy groups wil/ be watching very c¢closel)

He contends the processing of borrower defense claims by the depdradeéng r ounded t o a halto d
haf of Trump administration, a slowdown that candét enti
court ruling creates fia window of opportunity thatoés g
terms much more favorabte the student than if the [DeVos alte at i ve] had TheoDegartniemtbfo e f f e c
Education has been criticized in the past for not doing enough to inform students about borrower defense claims. The

number of student veterans who might be eligible n 6 t known, Ochinko said. The
complaints of deceptive actices by fomprofits schoolsi Cer t ai nl 'y, many of those vetera
AHow many have applied [already] | dondét know. 0

As part of the Foreve@l Bill law enacted in August 2017, veterans who used-Bst Gl Bill benefits at for
profit schools that suddenly closed, leaving them with worthless credits or degrees, have semuttaimn benefits
restored. The new Education Department rulesyde additional protections. One key feature of the Obama rules
will allow certain borrower defense applicants not only to have loan balances forgiven but be reimbursed for loan
amounts already paid. That might be relevant for someone like former Marigeaft Jonathan Ngowaki
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Ngowakienrolled in DeVry University in 2010 seeking a business degfeesaid he assumed his P&11 Gl
Bi I | benefit would cover all costs so he resistded a pu
application. Finally, he relented when told itsne requirement for enrolimer@oon, he received a $5,000 check,
which a woman in DeVryods financi al aid offheemesaedg, was
he saidBy his thirdsemester he got a lender notice, and realized he was $15,000 in debt with direct federal student
| oans. The money made | ife easier but he didnot need
arrangement stopped.

Ngowaki 6ss ttthaetorBe Vr y wa s n-8/11 GtBilbdgandnbeather studerg payniemrts weuwds t
arrive on schedule. Perhaps to ensure steady cash flow it pushed student veterans into federal loans. DeVry in time
helped Ngowaki with some debt, he said, butstaf the $15,000 he repaid himseWWhether and how the new
regulations might deliver more loan relief to a veteran like Ngovgkitill unclear, Ochinko saidMany student
veterans end up needing | oans bec aty®qualifylioefyll Pés/¥16ch 6t s er
Bill benefits. The loans become bad investments Hpfar o f i t schools c¢close or donot p
transferabl e cr ediietwtedegreedabdesirabtel oyer s donét

One attorney for studeptaintiffs who helped unleash the Obama rules, Adam R. Pulver, said an Obama change
resisted by foprofit schools bans them from requiring students to accept arbitration in settling all comgiaints. 6 s
been pretty much exclusive to fprofit schoolsh at t o enroll you have to sign an a
and the agreements often state that students fAcandt fi
profit schools would have come to light a lot sooner had peoplelbea bl e t o sue. 0

Another key feature of the Obama rules would requirepfofit schools facing financial risk to show a letter of
credit and to make cash deposits with the Education Department as they set off various financial responsibility alarms,
S0 taxpayers are not as deeply exposed by loan claims whprofiirschools fail[Source: The Military Update |
Tom Philpott| October 18, 2018 ++]

*kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhhkx

Gl Bill Update 265 3 sIT-REP Bill Could Eliminate Current Payment Problem | Stalled in Senate

Many student veterans have been waiting longer than normal for their Gl Bill benefits this semester, as the Veterans
Affairs Department works through a backlog of clainffeaing thousands of studentdeanwhile, legislatiorthat

could have helped these students is stalled in the Senate, and veteran education advocates, along with some members

of Congress, are calling foraction. Ther e i s significant concern about the ¢
said Ashlynne Haycdg deputy director of policy and legislation for the Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors,

one of the organizations that helped push the I egislat
knew there would be a wait, but clearly thigended delay points to the fact that we must get the Senate to move on
theSIFTREP Bill é to protect students and veterans. oo

The legislatior(H.R.483Q which passed the House unanimously in May, would require schools to adopt a policy
stating thewill not deny access to classes or facilities, impose late fees, or make studentsgfgyonlet because
of unpaid balances, as long as the student has provided a certfietitgbility for VA benefits. This would ensure
that no Gl Billusersarepui shed by their schools because of VA proce
passed, some organizations say their members are being charged late fees or barred from registering for next
semesterdés classes.

The bill, which has alsgarnered the support of Veterans of Foreign Wars and the American Legion, was referred
to the Senate Committee on Veteransd Affairs in |ate M
Committee Chairman Sen. Johnny IsakéefGA) saidtei r of fi ce has reached out to
impacted by these policies and is currentlyrking through the legislatiorRep. Phil RogR-TN)., chairman of the
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House Committee on Veterans Affairs, said he urges his Senate colleagues I ppsskthe bill and Prefgnt
Trumptosignitintolawi Thi s | egi sl ation is critical to protecting
we (currently) face, 0 Roe said in an email

As of 17 OCT, the VA has 120,000 education claims pagdmost of which are for PeSt11 Gl Bill payments,
a spokesman for the agency said in an email. Approximately 1,200 claims leawvpdeling for 60 days or more.
Original claims for firsttime Gl Bill users are taking an average of 33 days to proaadssupplement claims are
averaging 23 days, which is higher than the VAbds goal t
One reason for the backlog is that the VA is still working to get its technology systems up to date \eith Foeaver
Gl Bill law, which was supposed to change how housing stipends are calculated for Gl Bill usersistatag

AVA education benefit c¢claims processing employees are
processing workforcby 202 people to help reduce processing times," the spokesman said. "With these measures in
place we are processing an average ofreo t han 16, 0 O Ble said thei Vih &xpaete to getitheyoverall
number of outstanding education claimsdar 100000 in early Novemben. t 6 s di f fi cul t to det e
common it is for schools to penalize students whose V.
Military Times survey of around 500 colleges and universities, the vast majoritjleje® said they have special
policies for students whose VA or Defense Department education benefits are delayed. In many cases, these policies
protect students from incurring late fees or being dropped from classes for nonpayment.

In a letter taschools last week, VA Director of Education Service Robert Worley asked that campuses not penalize

students if they have not received tuitiand fee payments from the VA.Lat e payments are | i ke
processing delays and certainly are not thet fafuthe student. We ask for your patience as we work to resolve the
ongoing challenges, " he wrote. il f your school i's wai

respectfully urge you to continue to work with the students so they mayiconue t heir academic pur

The VA issued a statement @ OCT, noting it continues to experience a highgannormal pending claims
inventory, which in turn is causing processing and payment delays for some Gl Bill students. Hardship bases a
expedited. If you are experiencing a financial hardship due to a delay in Gl Bill payments, please contact the Education
Call Center at 888442-4551 between 7 a.m.6 p.m. Central Time, Mondalriday. [Source: MilitaryTimes |
Natalie Grosg October 25, 2018 ++]

*kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhhx

Vet Toxic Exposure | Palomares Spain Update 03 Appeal Court Arguments Heard

A federal appeals court heard arguments in the case of U.S. veterans who claim they were denied disability benefits
afterfalling ill to radiation exposure. An 8fearold Nixa man is a key player in the caséle Law School students

with the Veterans Legal Services Clinic in Connecticut represent Victor Skaar, a retired U.S. Air Force chief master
sergeant. Skaar filed agqeest with the U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims in Washington, challenging the

u. S. Depart ment of Veterans Affairsoé refusal to provi
radiationi The message i s notr altkocwtnttlhyi s oMeat e@rhaen ,He a%3iiaaner Ne
message is why were 600, 700, 80@p to 1,600 veteradst ot al | y i g n o The dourbwill décidee V A? 0
whether a clasaction lawsuit can be filed against the Veterans Affairs Departmedefging disability claims.

Radioactive plutonium was released near Palomares, Spain, in January 1966, after ®2Jt#®niber and a
refueling aircraft collided and crashed. Four hydrogen bombs accidentally crashed to the grodiaddydt explode
or detonateSkaar was one of an estimated 1,600 American servicemen sent in to clean up the aftermath of the accident
in Spain, and the radiative remains of the bombs. The job lasted 10 days, Skaar said, in which 5,400 steel barrels of
harmfuldirt and reck were collectedT he | egal compl aint explains Skaarés in
medical disaster control technician in the Air Force. He was part of a team that collected urine samples from the airmen
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working at the site of the inciderfiiHe recall s that it was impossible to f
teambdbs haste to respond to the disaster in difficult fi

Skaards responsibilities al so iinstumendalttd auPAC ongiteahe as ur i n
thecleanupf Thi s i nstrument was the highest deetcehento Ilroagdyi athiactn ,t
said. The instrument had its issues, however, Skaar said. Designed to detect radiation suefafiat like paved
asphalt, the (blank) faced accuracy difficulties over ¢
the best idea of the levef radiation surroundingthem Thi s peaked out, peggauns i f you
per minute, 0 Skaar said. fi O tha¢ hae beem érnaciatddpunctuces with breoigh wo u | d
energy to be radioactive themselves. I't was scary.o

The menbs protection was scary, t o er.depBtlh@rmen insvhitar ed s e
coveralls and surgeonés masks. O rildged wigh relspiratodyfmadksi Wé t he ¢
did everything we could, given the circumstances, to protect public health, but the statement has been made, and |
candt dispute that, t ®avewerema yovides adequatedreatngent to provideal@@pg u at e
prot ect i on FuaherStkeareir alse didinat have time to educate themseleeg ar di ng r adi at i on
AiSur e, t hceeyr nweedr,e bcuotn we had to do what we had to do, 0
make surda nygoudr emottr ybreath that stuff. o

Over 50 years | ater, Skaar believes many oftieththes heal t
radiationexposure during the cleanugi Mr . Skaar has battled | eukopeni a, s k
Pd omar es, 0 t h eButovbilmihd LaS. DepartreentaftVeterans Affairs recognizes certain cancers being

linkstoradiogni ¢ condi tions, it does not recogni-ziesk hactil eiany
thereby stopping veterans from demonstrating the link betweensdseand the Palomares cleanigNo o ne 6 s

listening to us about it and takingouow d f or what happened, 6 Skaar said in
about the veterans who worked the Palomares site. ATher

about the fact we were exposed. o

In 1997, the doctors at the Cancer Institute diagnosed Skaar with leukopenia svehliotv white blood cell count.
The doctor fAsaid it was causedtihy &Apwdwid a tHaornow,adicatpito
Skaar and the restofeh vet er ans heds fighting for are stuck in a v
the U.S. Courbf Appeals of Veterans ClaimSkaar further addressed the case, which he hopes will see additional
action in the next three to four months. HeWs it can go one of two ways.

AiHopefull vy, it wondt be remanded, because | already t
system. The second thing is they may dadjfiddisaastpe,ctart c att
claim, which brought us to that Il evel, will be denied I
this thing for any kind of compensation, but | want out of this and what they want to focus orliaghiaction, and
thatds why the court is really asking the V®ué why wo
Christian County Headliner Ney&ance Burger & Sydni Moof®ctober 172018 ++]
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Civil War Vets 3 Julius Kroehl | Submarine Inventor

The remains of a Germakmerican who invented the first submarine able to dive and resurface by itself were
exhumed in a Panamanian cemeteElyOCTand will be reburied alongside U.S. war veterans near the Panama Canal.
Julius Kroehl d&ds remains were dug up with help from the
the identity of the remainand establish a cause of dedhoeH built his submarine from parts brought from New

York to search for pearls off Panama's Pacific coast during the 19th century.
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In this March 12, 2004 photo(left) prO\}ided by the U.S. embassy in Panama, a d
wrecked off San Telmo Island, Panama.Maritime archaeologist James Delgaddright) inspects debris on the grave site of Kroehl before
exhuming his body from Amador Cemetery in the Chorrillo neighborhood of Panama City

Records say hdied at age 47 of malaria, but some suspect he was killed by decompressieasdicklso known
as the bend¥roehl was buried in 1867, and his grave was only rediscovered in ‘Ad@b/e no words to express
the sentiment of emotion, it's a lot of enootiand also some sadness,” maritime archaeologist James Delgado said as
he held art of the remains in his hanbelgado spent a good part of his life studying Kroehl and in 2001 discovered
the remains of Kroehl 6s s ub mBear Islaads.&dr m&iisclosing & amapterlins | and ,
this indescribable story," said Delgado, who is a senior vice president of SEARCH Inc., an archaeology ahd cultura
resources management company.

Kroehl was buried in what at the time was the faneg@gr s cemetery. It is now part o
populows neighborhood of El ChorrillolThe U.S. Embassy said in a statement that Kroehl participated in the U.S.
Civil War and for that reason will be stmuried in the Corozal American Cemetespd Memorial. [Source:
NavyTimes | October 12, 2018 ++]
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WW?2 Vets 1763 cCecil Bolton | A Capable Leader

Cecil Bolton was born in 1908 in Crawfordville, Florida. Despite coming of age for military service in the 1920s,
Bolton forwent military service as he sought to make a living like any American wading through the Depression.
However, when his nation came under attack, despite being well into his 30s, Bolton didn't hesitate to answer the call.
In July of 1942, Boltongined the United States Army with little idea he would emerge from the war as a national
hero.

Perhaps due to a natural maturity for his age, Bolton quickly established himself as a capable leader amongst a sea
of 18-yearold recruits. By November df944, Bolton found himself a 1st Lieutenant with E Company, 413th Infantry
Regiment of the 104th Infantry Division. As the Allies were pushing closer to Germany, the 413th was in the
Netherlands near the Mark River. The Germans were continuing to pustifprasistance, and on the evening of
November 2nd, Bolton and the men of E Company learned thah#irst.

Cecil Bolton had just led his men across the Mark River in the Netherlands in the dark of night when two German
machine guns located thgiosition. The enemy fire was remarkably accurate and began to take their toll on the men
of E Company. Making matters worse, the area in which they were pinned down began to be rocked by accurate and
pre-set artillery fire. Bolton did his best to call fior fire upon the enemy machine guns preventing his advance, but
the darkness of the night concealed their position and only the flashes of the muzzles were visible to guide them.

While attempting to get a fix on the enemy, a German shell landeyrigarcking Bolton to the ground. His legs
were severely wounded, and when he woke up, he had to crawl to the forward positions. Somehow able to regain the
strength to walk, Bolton had a stubborn determination to give violence back to the enemy. Heedrganiaman

54



bazooka team that was taken on a volunteer basis given the risk of action. He then proceeded to wade through freezing
waters to reach the enemy undetected.

With the tweman team providing cover fire, Bolton then charged the enemy empdatealone. With hand
grenades thrown with accurate precision, he quickly dispatched the first machine gun alone. He then led the other two
men on a blistering assault of the 2nd. An enemy sniper attempted to prevent their advance but quickly found out tha
this was a group that would not be stopped. With the sniper now KIA, Bolton killed the first gunner with the carbine
while the other two men killed the rest.

Having accomplished enough, it would have been understandable for the gallant memtt rigiendly lines.
However, when they noticed an-88n gun wreaking havoc on their friends, they didn't hesitate to act. Once again,
they waded through the icy canal to line up a shot with the bazooka. With just the silhouette of the gun to guide them,
Bolton directed a péect shot and took out the gudn their return, Bolton was again the recipient of enemy fire that
struck him in the legs. Now unable to walk at all, Bolton refused to allow himself to be the cause of his men's deaths.
He ordered thenotreturn without him over their objections, and they reluctantly left him. Bolton, as it turns out,
decided he wasn't quite ready to die. Alone and under fire, he crawled his way back to friendly lines. Upon reaching
relative safety, he finally collapsed.

Remarkably, Bolton survived his wounds. For his actions that day under intense fire and at great risk to himself,
Cecil Bolton received the nation's highest military honor. While German fire ended his combat experience in World
War 11, Bolton provedhat he still had a little fight left in him. He went on to serve one more time in the Army, this
time reaching the rank of Coleh He eventually passed away at the young age of 56 and is now buried in Fort Sam
Houston National Cemetery. Military histowill forever record the fact that while the Germans took out his legs,
they simply couldn't keep Bolton down.

It is a common theme among Medal of Honor recipients that they had no idea they were earning one during their
gallant actions. They simplset out to do their duty as they saw fit, and, before they knew it, they had the nation's
highest military honor around their ne¢8ource: Together We Served Dispatch | OCT 2018 ++]
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Vets/Troops Targeed Online 3  sociatMedia Misinformation

As The Wall Streetdurnalpublished17 OCT, for over a yeaMVA has been quietly waging war agairisteign
elements who seek to target troops and veteransdisthformation and divisive content” said John Rowan,
president of Vietnam Veterans of Amerid&/A is requesing that the Department of Defense and Department of
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Veterans Affairs lead in theoordination of efforts by the federal government to protect our community frongrforei
influence and exploitationVVA hasanalyzed hundreds of Facebook Pages and Twitter Accounts, scores of deceitful
websites, and thousands of individual pasid hasave concluded that despite recent purges of hostile actors from,
and reforms to, these online platfords our military community remains a vulnerable target for exploitation and
manipulation by foreign entities

A 2017 Oxford University study, AJunk News on Mi | it
Di sinformation Campaigns Against US Military Personnel
trust in military personnel and veterans,kmiang t hem potentially influential vV O
abstract continues, fAGiven this trust and their role ir

become particular targets for influence operations and informat campai gns conducted on so

As VVA explained intheir report for congress and various federal agencies in March 2018, in August of 2017
VVA first discovered an i mposter Facebook Basgd V&¥ABsed 7
of ficial l ogo to deceive people into believing the Pag:¢
trust among American veterans by producing unique content featuring Vietnam veterans and posting information
relevant to thecommunity. The page engaged in creating sensationalized and manipulated news in order to sow
division and anger among American veterans.

The i mposter AVietnam Veterans of Americao Page used
as they did to run a 58econd locamedia clip about vandalism of a Vietnam Veteran Monument for four hours, with
the caption fiDo you think the criminals must suffer?o I
organization created \sarue, it had been altered and repurposed to make a minor local story go viral. By faking a
l'ive video, this foreign entity was able to take advan
of Americans to divisive political propagandeeated by entities outside of the United States. This organic content
had much greater reach than many of the paid ads that were so infamously promoted by Facebook Pages affiliated
with Russiabs I nternet Research Agency.

In March 2018, VVA discoveretivo other imposter Pages targeting American Vietnam veterans operated by the
same entity. One of these Pages was created in-2015, 3
Veterans.orgo which was r egi s Wihouespecibliyed skilseandfieNdurkes,lour Mi t o
investigation of this entity could go no further.

In the following monthd/VA has discovered dozens of similar pages that are targeting American veterans with
divisive political contentV V A dnsestigdion is ongoing, buthey have found over two dozen Pages targeting
American veterans which together have over 100 foreign admins, with locations on 6 continents and in 26 different
countries outside of the United States. Many of these Pages have gaid fitisplayed ads which include politically
sensitive topics. On these Pages, American veterans are often encouraged to share personal information and
photographs of themselves in uniform, which can then be harvested by these foreign entities forstirther u

VVA has been providing information frotheiri nvesti gation directly to Faceboo
datetheir reporting has resulted in the closure of several Pages which deceptively targeted service members and
veterans. As a resul,VA liberated from foreign influence over twentyillion users who followed these Pages
butVVA believesthattheyonly addressed a fraction of the problem.

VVA is thankful to the Threat Intelligence Team at Facebook, and the Site Integrity Team at Twitter, both of whom
have taken this problem seriousBut this is not a privatsector problem. This is an issue of national security, and
affects the wellbeing of Amian troops and veterans. That's WhYA is asking for the blame game to end, and for
America's government to step up and protect our population from being targeting by foreign elements who seek to do
us harm."[Source: VVA Communications DeptMokie Porter& Kris Goldsmith| October 172018 ++]
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Obit: Harry Ettlinger 3 21 0cT2018| Monuments Men Member

Harry Ettlinger die®1 OCTin New Jersey at age 92e was anember of the Monuments Mén a group responsible

for saving dozens of priceless artworks and artifacts stglehebNazis during World War IHarry called the thefts

the fAgreatest plunder ever per pet r atviewd with McClatthgat hi st or
https://www.stripes.com/lifestyle/militarlgistory/wwii-monumentanengettheir-due-a-congressionagjold-medat

1.374682

After joining the Army in 1944her was set to fight in the Battle of the Bulge but was instead reassigned to translate
at the Nuemberg Trials due to his fluency in German, according a biography on the Monuments Men Foundation
website. Waiting for an assignmehginstead volunteerefbr the Monuments Men in 194ble became a translator
and righthand man to one of the chiefs betMonuments, Fine Arts and Archives Section under the Civil Affairs
and Military Government Sections of the Allied armies, the formal title of the group, McClatchy reported.

Harry Ettlinger, one of the World War Il "Monuments Men," speaks anddancesto the U.S. Army Band's music before the
Congressional Gold Medal ceremony at the U.S. Capitol, Oct. 22, 2015.

The groupds mission was at the center of the 2014 Hol
and Matt Damon. In the film, Engh actor Dimitri Leonidas portrays Sam Epstein, a character based on Ettlinger,
New Yorker magazine reported in 20Ettlinger, a Jew, was born in Germany in 1926 family escaped the Nazis
in 1938 and settled in Newark, NAfter the warhewent an to a career in aerospace engineering for SiKgarfott.
In 2015, he and three other surviving Monuments Men members accepted the Congressional Gold Medal for the group
during a ceemony at the Capitol buildingttlingerwas preceded in death by his wife, Mimi Goldman, and is survived
by his three children, their families and his longtime companfiservice was scheduled for 19 O@TBernheim
Apter Kreitzman Funeral Chapel in Livingston, N.J., and a burial servi@edar Knolls, N.J [Source: Stars &
Stripes| October 242018 ++]
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Vet Hiring Fairs 3 Scheduled As 081 0CT 2018

The U.S. Chamber of Commnc e ds ( USCC) Hiring Our Heroes program e mj
conjunction with hundreds of their hiring fairs. These workshops are designed to help veterans and military spouses
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and include resume writing, interview skills, and @meone matoring. For details of each you should click on the
city next to the date in the below list. To participate, sign up for the workshop in addition to registering (if indicated)
for the hiring fairs which are shown below for the next month. For more iatamabout the USCC Hiring Our
Heroes Program, Military Spouse Program, Transition Assistance, GE Employment Workshops, Resume Engine,
etc. refer to the Hiring Our Heroes webdittp:/www.hiringourheroes.org/hiringourheroes/eventksistings of
upcoming Vet Job Fairs nationwide providing location, times, events, and registration info if required can be found
at the following websites. You will need to review each site below to Idcditéairs in your location:

1 https://events.recruitmilitary.com

1 https://www.uschamberfoundation.org/events/hiringfairs

1 https://www.legion.org/careers/jobfairs

[Source: Recruit Military, USCC, and American Legi@ciober3l, 2018++]
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Military Retirees & Veterans Events Schedule3 Asof310CT 2018

The Military Retirees & Veterans Events Schedule is intended to serve astapmesource for retirees and veterans
seeking information about events such as retirement appreciation days (RAD), stand downs, veterans town hall
meetings, resouecfairs, free legal advice, mobile outreach services, airshows, and other beneficial community
events.The events included on the schedule are obtained from military, VA, veterans service organizations and other
reliable retirebveterans related websitaad resources.

The current Military Retirees & Veterans Events Schedule is available in the following three formats. After
connecting to the website, click on the appropriate state, territory or country to check for events scheduled for your
area.

1 HTML: http://www.hostmtb.org/RADs_and_Other_Retiéeterans Events.html

1 PDF: http://www.hostmtb.org/RADs_and_Other_Retiéeterans Events.pdf

1 Word: http://www.hostmtb.org/RADs_and_Other_Retiéeterans Events.doc

Please note that events listed on the Military Retirees & Veterans Events Schedule may be cancelled or
rescheduledBefore traveling long distances to attend an event, you should contact the applicable RAO, RSO, event
sponsor, etc., to ensure the event,wi fact, be held on the datene indicated.Also, attendance at some events

may require military ID, VA enroliment or DD214.

Please report broken links, comments, corrections, suggestions, new RADs @hdr military retireweterans
related eents to the Events Schedule Manadition.Bell126@gmail.com

[Source: RetiredVeterans Events Schedule Manager | Milton Bélttober31, 2018 ++]

StateVeterand Benefits 3 Connecticut 2018

The state of Connecticut provides several benefits to veterans as indicated below. To obtain information on these plus
discounts listed on the Military and Veterans Discount CeiM&VDC) website, refer to the attachment to this
Bul | et iVetState Beheditd & DisBounts C T dor an overview of the below benefits. Benefits are available
to veterans who are residents of the state. For a more detailed explanation of eacheddwhbenefits refer to
https://portal.ct.gov/dva

1 Housing Benefits
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Veteran Recreation Benefits
Other State Veteran Benefits
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[Source: http://www.military.com/benefits/veterastatebenefits/connecticustateveteranshenefits.html Oct 2018
++]

Note: To check status on any veteran related legislagimio https://www.congress.gov/bill/115thcongressfor any House

or Senate bill introduced in the 115th Congress. Bills are listed in reversicainorder for House and then Senaséls are
normally initially assigned to a congressional committee to consider and amend before sending them on to the Housasos $oie

VA Burial Benefits Update 47 3 H.R.6734| Full Military Honors Act of 2018

Currently, "full military honors funerals" are limited to officers and E9s. This bill seeks to extend full military honors

to enlisted Medal of Honor winners and enlisted prisoners of war who served honorably. You are encouraged to writ
your Congressional Representative to urge support of this bill and to your Senators to urge the introduction of a
similar bill in the Senate.

Congressmen Mike Bishop (MI8), Sam Johnson (TB3), and House Veterans' Affairs Committee Ranking
MemberTim Walz (MN-01) announced the introduction of the bipartisan Full Military Honors Act of 2018 (H.R.
6734) to allow enlisted Medal of Honor recipients and Prisoners of War (POW) who are eligible for burial at
Arlington National Cemetery to receive a falilitary honors burial, which includes an escort platoon, a military
band, and a caisson (homdeawn casket) if available. Currently, full military honors are reserved for commissioned
officers, warrant officers, and senior noommissioned officers.

"America's POWSs and Medal of Honor recipients have sacrificed immeasurably in service to the United States
regardless of their rank. So, | was shocked to find out that earlier this year a former POW from Michigan, Army Pvt.
1st Class Robert Fletchemas denied a full honors burial at Arlington National Cemetery based solely on his enlisted
rank," said Rep. Bishop. "This has been an issue for too long, and my legislation will ensure those who have gone
above and beyond the call of duty are providesl filll military honors they have earned for their end of life
ceremonies."

"During my time in the infamous Hanoi Hilton, many of my fellow POWs and | were isolated in cramped cells,"
said Rep. Johnson. "We spent months in leg irons, years in ldg sto@ endured extreme starvation and torture.
My fellow POWSs who served honorably demonstrated the utmost patriotism, but not all of them were eligible for
full military honors at their burial, simply due to their rank. | believe this is wrong. ANY aeteho served
honorably as a Prisoner of War or whose actions earned them the Medal of Honor has already demonstrated
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extraordinary dedication to defending Freedom. In return, they deserve to have the country they fought for bestow
full military honors ifthey are eligible to be buried at Arlington National Cemetery. | am grateful for Rep. Mike
Bishop's leadership on this issue, and I'm proud to join him in standing up for the service and sacrifice of our Great
Nation's veterans."

"Medal of Honor reipients and POWSs have earned and deserve nothing less than full military honors," said Rep.
Walz. "As a retired enlisted soldier of 24 years, I'm proud to join in introducing the Full Military Honors Act. To
help ensure we honor the sacrifices these henesheir families have made for our country, we must pass it without
delay."

Congressman Sam Johnson, ay2ar U.S. Air Force veteran, flew combat missions in both the Korean and
Vietham Wars. On the 25th combat mission of his second tour inafigetdohnson was shot down over North
Vietnam and held as a POW for nearly seven years in the "Hanoi Hilton." While there, his captors labeled him a
"diehard" resistor and moved him into solitary confinement in "Alcatraz," along with ten other POWs igptIu8in
Senator Jeremiah Denton and VVRReesiantial candidate Jim Stockdaféongressman Tim Walz, a 3#ar veteran
of the Army National Guard, is the Ranking Member of the House Committee on Veterans' Affairs and serves on the
US-Russia Joint Commissian POW/MIAs. Walz is the highesanking enlisted soldier ever to serve in Congress.

The Full Military Honors Act of 2018 is endorsed by the American Legion, Paralyzed Veterans of America,
Military Officers Association of AmericaNational Leaguefd®OW/ MIA Families, Special Operations Association,
Special Forces Association, and American Fallen Warriors Memorial Found&amurce: Together We Served
Dispatch| OCT 2018++]

Army Drones Update 023 Black Hornet

The Black Hornet drone feels like a movie prop. Roughly the size and weight of a sparrow, the robotic scout helicopter
has already seen use with BritiSpecial ForcesAt the 2018 Association of the United States Army exposition in
Washington, D.C., Blacklornetmaker FLIR showed off the latest way to carry the drone into combat: a miniature
hanger for four drones, roughly the size of a | arge
description from a lost G.I. Joe catalog, the VRS four helicopters into chambers known as cassettes. The box
containing cartridges full of robots can be mounted on vehicles, including geapdporting machines and also

uncrewed ground vehicles. This is a box full of robots that can go on a robbtandn c h mor e r obot s.

exhibit of remote warfare.
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The FLIR Vehicle Reconnaissance System holds four speasized drones at once, and can go on both crewed
and remotely operated vehicles. Once a cassette flips up and the drone is ready for launch, the controller will look for
a GPS signal. If it fés to find a GPS signal, the Black Hornet will stop preparing to fly and retract back into the safety
of its little hangar. (Alternatively, a human pilot can set the drone to operate under diegwitieo control and
commandt directly, without the GPS assist). Using GPS, thands can fly a wapoint path drawn out by a human
operator, or be steered directly by the human pilot. With two radio channels, the system can accommodate two drones
flying at once, with either one human watching on a split screen or two separatetpdatgsthebird-sized drones
The drones have a range of 1.25 miles, can fly for up to 25 minutes, and top out at a speesdidfanph. When
not flying, the drones can recharge in their heated cassettes, and should the chargers be damaged or for some reason
no longer needed, they can be replaced, slotting a new drone and charger into the old bay.

Putting a box of robots on a tank, or a personnel carrier, or even another robot is more about adding a capability
than it is about reducing the existing |l abor needs of t
ahead, lookig over a hill or around a building or through a dense cluster of trees means a chance to see new
information, spot an ambush, catch a foe unawares. It also points to a future where drones are a feature that can be
added to other vehicles. With greater awédion and image processing, the little hurpédoted scout robot could
become an ambient surveillance capability, rotating shifts of drones flying preset patrols around the fixed point of the
vehicle, landing and recharged to ensure persistence covelnage 3teps are years ahead at a minimum. For now,
the Black Hornet VRS is a box of robots that can go on a tank or another roboheZktik watch a video on its use
and at https://areanglerfisharc2prod-mco.s3.amazonaws.com/public/MCTXT4BNDBGE3I167JVDL7M7JRI.qgif
[Source: C4ISRNET]| June 15, 2018 ++]
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Pilot Laser Protection 3 Required Due ToC h i nEamérging Laser Threats

The U.S. Air Force is planning to spend nearly $200 mil
dangerous lasers like the ones the Pentagon accuses China of firthg icdbckpits of U.S. warplaneBhe Petagon

said the equipment is needed to protect aircrews from
month. A laser shined into a cockpit can distract and potentially blind a pilbte new devi ces fAsha
protection sufficientto prevent permanent eye damage and protection against the temporary effects of laser
weapons/ devices, 0 a May contracting document states.

Two companie® Gentex and Teledyne Scientificlénagingd received $98.3 million deals to deliver the new
eye protection through 2024. The new glasses and visors mdstwari t h  pi | ot sTbe caenmacts camet h e | me
less than five months after U.S. officials accused China of firing mHdeagdelasers into cockpits of American
aircraft. Two American €30 pilots reportedly suffered minor eye injuries during one incident. Pentagon
spokeswoman Dana White said in May that the United States. filed a complaint with China, which denies it was behind
the incident over Djibouti. The U.S. and China have separate bases in the African nation. The American base, Camp
Lemonnier, is a hub for special operations forces, counterterrorism, and inteHgpgheeing missions in the Horn
of Africa and the Middle E&t.

In June, the Pentagon said its pilots were being targeted repeatedly by Chinese lasers as planesifiputeder d
islands in the Pacifidcach year, commercial pilots report thousands of incidents involving readily available laser
pointers beig shined into the cockpit. In the United States, shining a laser at an aircraft is a federa[Sadunee:
Defense OneNlarcus WeisgerbgrOctober 29, 2018+]
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Cluster Bombs 3 North Korea Reason U.S. Kept Them

The United $ates reversed its plan to ban cluster munitions last year and kept its dated stockpiles for one reason:
North Korea, a top defense official sé##8 OCT."That policy change was driven by the North Korean situation,"
Deputy Defense Secretary Patri8kanahan saitWhen we were going through our readiness exercise, we said, 'How

do we prepare for North Korea?' And we looked at the munitions that are required and the munitions that were
available," he said in response to questions during the annuighriiReporters & Editors coefence outside
Washington, D.CShanahan said developing a replacement for cluster bombs would take too long when faced with
the North Korean threat, so the Pentagon looked to available capability.

In early 2017, Noh Korea stated it was readying a missile that could reach the United States. A month later, it
conducted its first missile test, which was unsuccessful, just days after President Donald Trump moved into the White
House. The regime conducted six more nmessil nuclear tests in roughly five months' time. The last was a single
intercontinental baibtic missile test in Novembeghanahan in December signed a directive to stop a 2008 policy
approved by theibefense Secretary Robert Gates stipulating thatydgnd of 2018, the Pentagon would "no longer
use cluster munitions which, after arming, result in more than one percent unexploded ordnance."

The New York Times reported that the weapons' "dud rate" often approaches 20 percent when depioyeat in
situations, making the environment extremely dangerotisetadly forces and civiliansThe Times noted the U.S.
has roughly 2.2 million cluster munitions in the United States itself and 1.5 million overseas, with ahigyrirgj
South KoreaThe Rentagon was tasked by President George W. Bush's administration to bring cluster bombs' failure
rate under one percent or find an alternative. However, Defense Department spokesman Tom Crosson said last year
the U.S. military's efforts to develop more adlie, and thus safer, cluster munitions that have a failure rate of one
percent or less were unsuccessful, The Associated Press said at the time.

Shanahan confirmed that rep@& OCT. "You're probably familiar with the fact that we've been workingao
technology to eliminate the danger of cluster munitions, but the timing of that technology to eliminate the danger, and
the need to backfill the shortfall in mumitis, did not line up," he saitt. was not immediately clear whether the
Pentagon is cdimuing efforts to improve the cluster bombs' reliability, or if the curremtkgtiles will remain
unchanged.

Meanwhile, relations between the U.S. and North Korea have appeared to be on the mend in recent months, with
Trump noting his blossominglationship with Kim Jong Unl was really being tough and so was he. And we would
go back and forth. And then we fell in love, OK?" Trump said at a campaigr2@aBEP "No really. He wrote me
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beautiful letters. And they're great letters. And thenedlérf love." [Source: Military.com Qriana Pawlyk October
26, 2018 ++]

Navy Fleet Size Update 4 3 cBO QuestionsAbility to Reach 355 Ships

A federal financial watchdog is questioning whether the Pentagon will ever iteaahbitious goal of a 358hip

Navy.Thi s mont hdéds rmprotritsdm o@ondre nnvinonal Budget Office a
extending the life of current ships while buying more new vessels t&hibder the next three decadésh e Na vy 6 s
latest shipbuilding plan was submitted to Congress in February, its first since 2017. Currently sitting at 285 battle

force ships, the Navy plans to buy 301 negsels between 2019and 2048. f t he Navy adheres to
retiringshp s outl ined in the 2019 pl an, it would not meet it
report states.

As part of its race to 355, the service announced it also wants to extend the life of its destroyers toddmgears
extrafive to 10 years of servicg@ while boosting the service lives of seven attack submarines from 33tgets
years, thereportstatétshose | i fe extensions could get the Navy to 3
of the Nawyodbss fsopre cs o mec Wheniit eosnesdofcoss GBBOrautions that reaching 355 ships
would require largely unprecedented@amts of funding from Congress.he Navydéds most recent e
would cost $631 billion over 30 ears, oranaverage®f1l bi I I i on annually. Thatds $3. 3
Navyb6s 20167 andistt G anas teis| | p rCBO eesebrehermestimatesthao iuligely .will cost an
average of $26.7 billion annually to buy all the new ships.

And other epensesd including refueling nucleapowered aircraft carriers and outfitting new ships with
equipment after they are buiit would likely drive the funding needed to about $28.9 billion a yeaqgrding to the
CBObs editlitmaetxed udes otylpéecadd¢tyi yiumided from the Navyds b
that would, in CBO6s estimate, add $2.1 bi l200i109n ptloa nt,hoe
thereportstateS o put i nto per spe c imatesanight bewthioldvél of fuhdang woald/be 866 e s t
percent hi gher than the Navyédés average shipbufithedi ng bu
Navy received the same average amount of shipbuilding dollars for each of the next 30ayensis received over
the past 30 year s, ithe service would not be able to af

CBO&ds est i maghipplankvauld cost $26.7 Billlod annually for new ships alone is nearly double the
historical uinding average of $13.6lln, according to the report. t 6 s al so 50 percent mor e
shipbuilding budget of the | ast sopriyetrensfialnthdee i oep ol
Fiscal 2019 defense spendingl,biCongress hiked funding to restore readiness in the Navy and Marine Corps,
including spending $24.2 billion on six warships, three fast attack subs, two oilers and a mix of expedidanary
vessels and a salvage bd&it admirals warned their sailotset t he congressional | argesse
than a few years, much less 30.

The CBO report also questions whether the Navy is fulling accounting for other expeested to run a larger
fleeti Al t hough the cosst6 osferevditceendiinfge tihse rseHiapp i vely small
the new ships the Navy wants, the cost of operating and maintainingshipstieet over 30 years would be much
greater than either the cost of purchasing the new ships or thelbeoedtg et s f or oper ating toda
report states. iRecruiting and training those sailors
additional ships would lead to larger maintenance budgets; and those extra ships and creeenawule more fuel
and s uPgad thedull regorat https://www.cbo.gov/system/files?file=2018/54564FY 19Shipbuilding.pdf
[Source: NavyTimesGeoff Ziezukwicz| October 24, 2018 ++]
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Military Toxic Sites 3 Cannon AFB NM

Chemicals associated with firefighting foam once used at a U.S. Air Force base in eastern New Mexico have been
detected in groundwater on and near the militasyallation, prompting requests by state officials for more tests and

a study to determin¢he extent of the toxic plumérhe New Mexico Environment Department confirmed the
contaminatior23 OCT, saying officials at Cannon Air Force Base notified statérenment, health and agricultural
officials about the compouis. Per and polyfluoroalkyl substances, or PFAS, have been detdRéegnt tests show

three of 25 private water sites ndghe base are not safe to drinkheTU.S. Air Force Civil Engineer Center has
completed testing the sites and two other sites are below Environmental Protection Agency safety threshold, but still
need monitoringSome of the wells supply water to local dairies.

The Air Force is makig bottled water available for drinking and cooking for residents who rely on wells that
exceed a health advisory level set by the U.SiBnmental Protection AgencgZontamination beyond the base
ranges from less than half of the federal advisory lewehdre than 20 times the level, according to samyptione
by the Air ForceThe concentrations are much higldermore than 370 times the advisory ledelfor some 6 the
onbase monitoring wells'This is all in groundwater, so we're concerned about ptiote and remediation of
groundwater in that area. So one of the first steps, of course, would be holding the United States Air Force accountable
for that work," said Bruce Yurdin, the department's deputy secretary.

A spokesman for the base did noinnediately return a message seeking comnidmg.base announced in August
that it would be sampling to assess the potential for drinking water contamination stemmingaébofirefighting
activities."We are committed to protecting the health of our airra@d community partners and will conduct a
thorough investigation to ensure we know if this contaminant has made it beyond the boundaries of Cannon Air Force
Base," Col. Stewart Hammons, 27th Special Operations Wing commaadkinsa statement at theme. The
chemical compounds have been detected at military bases and other sites around the U.S. EPA testing from 2013 to
2015 found significant amounts of PFAS in public water supplies in 33 states, a finding that help&F-mdve as
a national prioriy.

In Michigan, the compounds sparked enough concern that Gov. Rick Snyder created a state response team and
approved $23 million in emergency spending. Washington became the first state to ban ghtidigdham with the
compoundsSome members f Congress also are pressing for the EPA
most hazardous induit compounds under regulatioNew Mexico environment officials say this marks the first
major detection of the chemicals in the state and monk weeds to be done to determine the scope of the
contamination at Cannon and areas bordering the base.

The New Mexico Department of Agriculture has requested that the U.S. Food and Drug Administration
immediately determine if any impacts on healtlsg and if so, that the federal agency establish a regulatory ddesh
for PFAS in dairy productsThe state Environment Department is overseeing the Air Force's investigation of the
contamination at Cannon. Aside from studying the plume, the ageneguging the Air Force to sample all water
wells within a 4mile (6-kilometer) radius of theasitheastern corner of the baSéate officials are recommending the
use of bottled water for residents and businesses with private domestic wells in thgSaregae: The Associated
Presq Susan Montoya Bryaih,October 23, 2018 ++]
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Military Snipers 3 usCcG Outshoots USMC 2¢ Year in a Row

For the second year in a row the Ar mydviian&nt foreignRaperger Re
teams at the 2018 International Sniper Competitiod hbbard Fort Benning, Georgii.h e  C o r-mas feamt wo
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hailing from the Quantico, Virginia, Scout Sniper Ilnstr
SpeciaMi ssi onbd6s Trailnibrsg thet scktmedt year the Marine team h
2017, the Corpsd® sni pgehomse the aevemtt plagd sidleHastltie thHe €orps evon the a k i
competition was in 2009wt h Sgt . Joshua Huskey and Sgt. Gr ant Royal
School.

The multiday competition that tests a range of sniper
only sniper competition where the Arrhgis recetly beaten the Corpt April, two Army snipers took the top honors
at the 2nd Mar i noeps Bcow Sniper Basid Gourdha two Army slipers, Sgt. Clinton Scanlon
and Sgt. Bryce Fox, took the high scores in shooting and stalkingwhentger aduat ed from t he Cor |
at Camp Geiger on Marine Corps Air Station NemeR North Carolinal t 6s a bit of a sore spot
sniper history and lore can be traced back to legends like VietnareM/aniper Gunnery Sgt. fias Hathcak, who
had 93 confirmed killsStaff Sgts. Brandon Kelley and Jonathan Roque with the 75th Ranger Regiment scored the
most points in the 2018 International Sniper Competiti@uource: MarineCorpsTimes3hawn Snow October 22,
2018 ++]
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Military Coffee Cups 3 USAF Spent $1,28®Rpiece b Replace25 In-Flight Reheating Cups

The Air Force, under fire for throwing down $1,280 apiece to replaftight reheating cups after their handles break,

is pledging to use-® printing to get that replacement cost dowrb0 centsBut Sen. Chuck Grassl€R-1A) is still

wondering why these pricey water heaters are necessary in the first place, and plans to keep pushing the Air Force to
find cheapeways to warm up their coffeghe cups, which plug into outlets on cargo planes to reheat liquids such as
water or coffee, have a faulty plastic handle that easily breaks when the cups are dropped. And because replacement
parts for the cup are no longer made, the Air Force has t@adeo a whole new cup when the handle breaks.

An airman holds a hot cup inside a KC10 Extender at Travis Air Force Base, Calif.

In a 20CT letter to Air Force Secretary Heather Wilson, Grassley said that 25 replacement cups, each costing
roughly $1,280 each, have been bought this year alone, for a total of roughly $32,000. The 60th Aerial Port Squadron
at Travis Air Force Base in Californgpent nearly $56,000 to replace brokeps over the past three yeaksd the
price is rising. Grassley noted that Travis said eaghoost taxpayers $693in20f6Payi ng near ly $700 |
cup is bad enough, but nuetd payeveincreaking pricesyoosonethingeaa Snpleast o c o1
a coffee cup that is so fragile that it needs to be co
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spending of taxpayer dollars gives me no confidence that the Air Faadeng real steps to reduce wasteful spending
practices. 0

INal7 OCTl etter to Grassl ey, Wil son said that it i's si
manufactured parts when we have the technology available to produce them suyfsélveonce a suppl i er
producing thosearts or goes out of busine¥¥ilson said that in July, she ordered a new Air Force Rapid Sustainment
Office to be created to find ways to develop and deliver parts at a fraction of the cost of tradiianécturing
methods. This office has recently shown it cald Brint replacement handles for the reheating cup for about 50 cents
each.

Wilson told Grassley that this cup is specially manufactured to plug into aircraft systems, and becausetst conne
to the aircraft, the replacements need to béfigel as airworthy by the FAAThis has driven up the cost of buying
391 of these cups since 2016 to $326,785sWVilsaid, or about $836 apiedée water heaters are used on 59-KC
10s, 52 G5s, and 22Z-17s, Wilson said. But with planes aging, and the averagd KC at 34 year s ol d,
and harder to find replacement aftr those aircraft, she salind the price tag for raw materials for those parts is
also increasing, Wilson said, with cagpand chrome plating costs have increased 180 percent since 2016.

Wilson told Grassley that she and Chief of Staff Gen. Dave Goldfein have ordered the new sustainment office to
look for items in the procurement process that it canpelfiuce, or ther overpriced items that it can stop buying
withouthur t i ng the Ai 6r &9slceyswas sdi sossatisfied with Wil son

digging.ilt | eaves me with more questions, 0 eGwarkingtoénd s ai d.
innovations that would help save taxpayer dollars, it remains unclear why it cannot find a cheaper alternative to a
$1,280 cup. Government officials have the responsibili"

c a s [Soutxe: AirForceTimesStephen LosejOctober 22, 2018 ++]
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Navy Carrier OPS 3 Return to Arctic Circle After 30 Years

Navy carrier aviation is back in the Arctic Circle for the first time in nearly 30 years, the latest sign that the Pentagon

is looking to flex its muscles during &na of great power competitiohhe Harry S. Truman entered the Norwegian

Sea orll9 OCT, the first flattop to do so since September 1991, accordiad k. 6th Fleet press releashe carrier

and select escorts from its strike group are preparing to participate in a massive NATO exercise straddling late October

and early November, but theyriged Fridayinfast hawi ng nort hern waters in the wak
top officer about rising Russian activities there.

The Trumanés path on Friday was across what strategis
andthe United Kingdom considered vital if American warship must rush to Europe to aidlaltieé.s al so a key
for Russian submarinedmbing into the North AtlanticOn Aug. 24, the Navy restablished the 2nd Fleet, a stalwart
force during the Cold Wato patrol the Atlantic Gzan, including northern climes.he Tr umanés nort her
echoes Cold War patrols, said Dr. Daniel Goure, a former defense official and senior vice presiddrexangten

Institute think tankSending the Trumanandhese ort s t here is more than a show
reacquainting a new generation of officers and sailors with what begloime a maritime battlefield.] 6 d wager t he
the carrier strike group command has never participated in this kiadkok r ci se i n t hat area, an

beensinche was an ensign, 0 Goure said.

Goure predicted these deploynelikely will becomethenornii | t 6 s not just about trainir
but specifically training the locatontha we may have to fight, 0 he ssealed. iSo
training in the Mediterranean, training in the Arctic aralitrni ng i n t h eChief effNavalOperafoasc i f i c . ¢

Adm. John Richardson warned this summer that Chinese shipsgatarly underway in the nearby North Atlantic,
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and that Russiabds s ulbswateraw e quarterecentuiyfhvi esn afcitvi esv ey d anr & haog o,
have seen anything like this, o0 he told Voice of Ameri c:

The Tr uma n the Ardic this weeklmarksnhe first carrier to operate in the area since theetred
America in September 199%iDespi te the arduous weather and sea <col
demonstrating this ship can bring a full spectrum of capabitties bear anywhere in the worl
t he Tr uman 6 sfficerpsaidnia a Mavynrgleas@he Truman strike group will conduct air, surface and
underwater exercises in the rough seas, freezing temperatures and relentless winds befp88 jNIATO allies for
the massive Trident Juncture maneuvers.

The exercise wildl take place in Norway and off the NA
14,000 American troops alongside 36,000 personnel from friendly natilmms.than 50 aircraft, 65 ships and 10,000
vehicles also will take paim the maneuvers, plannersseyn hi s news rel ease, Carrier St
officerd Rear Adm.GeneBlack cal | ed t he exercise fa f &liesangheiihomeopport u

t u r [Bourde: NavyTimesGeoff Ziezulewicz& David B. Larter] October 20, 2018 ++]

U.S. Space Forcé&Jpdate 04 3 Proposal Acceptance Survey

Troops are nearly evenly split over President Donal d Ti
of the military, according to the results of a new Military Times pbéictiveduty service membersbout 40 percent

of troops surveyed in hanonymous survey of actrdaity Military Times readers (conducted in September and

October) support the idea of a new, sixth military branch focused on space operations, with about half of those strongly
supportirg the ideaOn the other side, nearly $ercent disapprove of the proposal, with more than half of that group

strongly opposing it.

In August, Vice President Mike Pence outlined Pentagon plans to create the new U.S. Space Command by as early
as 2020. The service will be headed by a-&tar general and an assistant secretary of defense for space that could
eventually be elevatl to a full service secretarfhe idea has been met with skepticism among some lawmakers on
Capitol Hill because of the potential cost and potential redundancyewiting Air Force program®&ut Trump has
repeatedly insisted that the move is needed to better
especially in light of new satellite technology from akaries like Russia and Chimetails ¢ who would staff the
new service, what rank and job structure they would adopt, and how many personnel would be added or shifted to the
Space Force have yet to be determined. But thag hasnot
opinions about the idea.
1 Members of the Air Force, which likely stands to lose the most manpower and funding if a new space service
is stood up, were the most opposed in the Military Times poll. Nearly 48 percent disapproved of the idea.
1 Sailors also had a m® negative opinion than a positive one, with 40 percent opposed and 36 percent in
favor.
1 The Space Force concept had significantly more support among ground forces. About 42 percent of soldiers
surveyed and 55 percent of Marines surveyed voiced suppahefehange.
1 The idea is unpopular among military officérsonly 27 percent said they approve, against 44 percent who
oppose the ided but enlisted troops appear to be more in favor of it. About 43 percent of them back the
new force, versus 34 percenhavdisapprove of the move.
T A CNN poll conducted shortly after Pencef6s August
general public opposed to the idea, with 55 percent voicing disapproval for the plan.
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By law, Congress must vote to establthe new military service. Administration officials are expected to make
that debate a key part of next yeardéds defense budget p
lawmakers on the next steps.

Survey methodology

Between Sept20 and Oct. 2, Military Times in collaboration with the Institute for Veterans and Military Families

(IVMF) at Syracuse University conducted a voluntary, confidential online survey of U.S. service members. The survey
included 19 questions on service mensbér opi nion(s) related to the current
security in the United States.

1 The survey received 829 responses from adality troops. The IVMF used standard methodology to
estimate the weights for each individual observatbthe survey sample. The margin of error for most
guestions was roughly 2 percent.

1 The survey audience was 89 percent male and 11 percent female, and had an average age of about 31 years
old. The respondents identified themselves as 76 percent whifgeré8nt Hispanic, 9 percent African
American, 5 percent Asian and 6 percent other ethnicities. Respondents were able to select more than one
race.

[Source: MilitaryTimes Leo Shane II] October 21, 2018 ++]
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U.S. Space Force Upate 05 3 Trump Plan Is Grounded In Real Needs, But Hazy

With his demand that the Pentagon create a new military sérvie&pace Force to assure "American dominance in

s p a & éesident Donald Trump has injected urgency into a-toegndering debatever the best way to protect

U.S. interests in spagcboth military and commercialt the same time, his approach has left many struggling to
understand the basics, such as what a Space Force would iova much it might cosf’he Pentagon is expected

to have enough details filled out by early next year to include a Space Force plan in its 2020 budget request to
Congress. Until then, the idea has taken on a life of its own at Trump's political rallies, powered at least in part by his
conflating of the nton's civilian space program with the military's separate role of providing -4zeseel navigation

and communications satellites.

Analysts say the reality is that building space muscle is more about reordering the way the Pentagamsakead
spacethan about combatn fits and starts, the military has been trying for decades to reorganize and accelerate
technological advances in space. Some blame the Air Force, which has had the lead, fmvestieg in space
because iprefers spending on walanesDetails are still in play, but the main idea is this: find more effective ways
to defend U.S. interests in space, especially the constellations of satellites that U.S. ground, sea and air forces rely on
for navigation, communications and surveitanThese roles make them increasingly tempting military targets even
as China and Russia work on ways to disrupt, disable arddastroy American satellité.his isn't science fiction.

This isn't about creating space marines or some expeditionary &pae that is going to go out and conquer the
universe," says Todd Harrison, director of the aerospace security project at the Center for Strategic and International
Studies. "This is simply a reorganization" of existing space assets so that theyusamtm@e effectively in a unified

chain of command with one person in charge.

Still, questions abound as some in the Pentagon talk about someday basmigsdletiveapons in spacé/ould
a Space Force, which has yet to be authorized by Congressinge an intelligence agency such as the National
Reconnaissance Office, responsible for building and operating reconnaissance satellites? What about the Missile
Defense Agency, which runs grouhdsed antimissile systems that rely @pace to defend U.&rritory?Also to be
determined is how it would connect, if at all, to the security policy goals of U.S. military allies and to U.S. civilian
space entities to realize Trump's declared vision of "gleaming new spaceships" built to "conquer the unknown?"
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Just how expensive ihight be is a matter of debafehe Air Force has estimated that it might cost $13 billion in
the first five years. Ot her s, i ncluding Harrison, say
Mattis said hewasawai ti ng staff work on an est i mdgeteequestionbe i ncl 1
Nichols, an author and professor of national security affairs at the U.S. Naval War College at Newport, Rhode Island,
said no one should think a Space Force wiliduce an econoimwindfall of space contracte.Peopl e who t hi n

6space forced will create a new economic boom dondt r e:
an email, stressing that he addiional spendirg kvil likaly bé aoncentraged in v at e ¢
research and knowledgee nt ri ¢ ar eas, not depressed manufacturing

weaponry is not in the offing.

"Put simply: We are not going to start building Klingon leattruisers or the Moonrakeeét in West Virginia or
Ohio." Misconceptions aside, Harrison and many other defense analysts thegjua Space Force is needid.
Harrison's view, it's about consolidating authority and responsibility for national sespaite in a single chain of
command: reorganization, in other words, and building a bigger cadre of space strategy professionals. He argues that
the space workforce now is so scattered across the military services and the intelligence agenciesrnbabidras
possible to create a viable career path that will attract the pigtytle.He likens the Space Force proposal to the
creation of the Air Force in 1947. It was not built from scratch. It was made a separate military department after having
residedn the Army as the Army Air Corps.

Although a Space Force would require its own civilian and military leadership and presumably its own uniforms
and additional personnel, other steps to consolidate the space chain of command would be burkafzotitane
of the main moves already in motion is to recreate U.S. Space Command, which existed from 1985 to 2002, when it
was disbanded to establish U.S. Northern Command in the aftermath of the 9/11 terrorist attacks. Although Space
Command went awayts functions did not. They were absorbed by U.S. Strategic Command, and the Air Force
retained its lead role in space through Air Force Space Comnj&odrce: The Associated Pre$dfRobert Burns |
October 21, 2018 ++]
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U.S. Space Force Update 0§ Pentagon Plan | Early Draft

The U.S. Space Force will include uniformed service members drawn from the Air Force, Navy andl Anmyt

is not expected to include the National Reconnaissance Office mission, accordirgy amird | draft of the
plan to createa sixth branch of the militarypefense One reviewed a copy of thepgi®je document, which will be

further developed in coming months before the Pentagon sends it to Congress in February along with its €020 budg
request. This early draft provides a glimpse into a-2é&stury approach to creating a new service branch, an endeavor

not undertaken since 1947. Among other things, it reveals divergent views among senior Pentagon officials about how

to structure it.

For exampl e, the document says the Space Force wild.l
surveillanceandreconnaissance mission of the National Reconnaissance Office (NRO). Note thatSEBnemo
to Secretary Patrick Shamn, Air Force Secretary Heather Wilson Deputy Defeasemmended including NRi@
the Space Force. The draft document calls for Space Force to absorb partsof For ce Space Command

Space and Naval Warfare Syste@® mmand , t he Naval Satellite Operations
Brigade.

The document says the installations and facilities where those units are based will remaithpartefpective
services until the Space Force fireaches an appropriate
bases: three in Colorado, two in California and one in
T he N&anpiegdased SPAWAR has facilities around the world. The Naval Satellite Operations Center is at
Naval Air Station Point Mugu, Californid he exi sting military services would
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uniguely designated to supporttha Ser vi cebés or organizationf6s mission, 0
Service may retain a cadre of space experts that serve as liaisons to advocate for and potentially opeeddtesbace

capabilities unique to its respective domain. o

Among t he Space Forceds missions: space situational ad\
forces; space lift and range operations; space support to nuclear command and control; missile warning; satellite
communications andgsition, navigéon and timingfi The Space Force wil |l only be re
directly associated with joint spaceper ati ons, 0 tMiessdonsmdrhtats difsh.at are ta
wi t h 8 pneluiagnuclear intercontinental ballisticens i | es, cyber operations and i
mi s s i0owillsd@t be part of the @ace Force, at least initialli. | nc|l usi on of these mission:
may be reevaluated in the future, as necessary, o0 the di

Pertagon officials have stressed their desire not to add layers of bureaucracy. Wilson, in September, said an
additional 13,000 people would be needed. The draft Spe
does not list any numberdowever the plan says that the new branch would have a secretary and chief of staff, who
would be a member of the Joint Chiefs. It also talks of creating a Space National Guard and Space Foec&Heeserv
plan talks of creatingpacdépkFdmde pitograamepuitme emalbé mt tfhreo

manner for a defined period after which the individual
The draft does notincludleundi ng esti mates, but has pl efengelBpaced er s f
Strategy. o Wilson, in her proposal, said it would I|ikel

the Space Force. Defense budg&nhalyst Todd Harrison, of the Center for Strategic and International Studies, called
her take fAthe highesul ds piomai &drlier thisomomhk Shagnahan saidhPertagon
officials would be figuring out the Space Force budget in October and Noveipdmnce: Defense OneéMarcus
Weisgerbelt October 22, 2(8 ++]
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Tyndall AFB 3 Hurricane Michael Impact

When Hurricane Michael, one of the strongest hurricanes ever to hit the United States, made landfall in Florida, one
military base took more than its share of punishment. Estengture on the installation, from military housing to the

mar i na, sustained damage. Many of t he b udoithednstallgiecn wer e ¢
commanderCongress will have a difficult time figuring out how to pay for the ispa

A damaged airplane hangar is seen on the grounds of Tyndall Air Force Base, Fla., after Hurricane Michael passed
through the area on12 OCT

Tyndall AFB, home to the 22 training program, was forced to evacuate personnel and relocate some equipment
before the storm made landfallhe F22 is the only fifthgeneration fighter jet in operational service, and as many as
22 of the installation's%jets were left at the base. DoD has yet to say exactly how many were left behind or how
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